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THE VICTORIAN GAZETTEER,
1879.

[NOTE.—The following abbreviations are used in this worh:—Co. for county; lat. for
latitude; long, for longitude; mag. var. for magnetic variation; and the initial letter s of
the points of the compass for the bearings. The letters andnumbets enclosed between
parenthesis thus (Ed. 6_), and connected with the geological information, refer to the
marks on the specimens in the Melbourne Museum.]

ABBOTSFORD {Go. Bourke) is a small hamlet suburban to Melbourne, and
lying therefrom about 2 miles N.E. through Collingwood. It is situated in a W.
bend of the Yarra-Yarra river opposite Studley Park reserve, and contains a brewery
and several woolwashing establishments. It is in the parish of Jika-Jika, and in
the borough and electoral district of Collingwood. Abbotsford was formerly the
name of an estate, which, having been cut up into small allotments, gives its name
to the hamlet. There is a magdalen institution in the hamlet, which is liberally
supported by voluntary contributions, and is in connection with the Roman Catholic
church.

ABERDEEN, MOUNT (Co. Delatite), is a lofty and almost perpendicular
mass of granite, forming a S. peak of the Buffalo range. On the summit of the
mountain the snow rests in the winter months, and during the greater part of the
year immense cascades of water rush down the gullies, and in the rainy season
these swell into complete torrents. The lower portions of the slopes of the moun-
tain are timbered with fine red gum and thick scrub. The geological formation is
coarse granite, alternating with schist and slate.

ABERFELDY, or MOUNT LOOKOUT (Co. Tanjil), is a postal township
in the electorate of S. Gipps Land. It is situated on a high range between two
alluvial creeks, the Thompson "and Aberfeldy creeks. The Baw-Baw mountains
run N. and S. The district is a gold mining one, alluvial and quartz. Donnelly's
Creek lies 14 miles E., Jericho 9 miles, Matlock 15 miles, Woodspoint 18 miles N.,
and Walhalla 25 miles S. The communication is by horse only along bush tracks.
With Melbourne (121 miles W.) it is by bridletrack to Walhalla 25 miles, coach to
Traralgon 35 miles, and thence rail. The country is elevated and mountainous ;
the soil is volcanic on basalt and slate rocks, covered with eucalyptus and wattle.
The estimated population is 500.

I-nsurance ... NORWICH UNION FIRE ... ... ... (see special advt.)

ABERFELDY RIVER {Go. Tanjil) is a fine stream rising in the Barkly
spur of the Australian Alps, and flowing S.S.E. through the Jordan goldfields and
mining township of Jericho about 30 miles into the Thomson river. The water is
sweet, and the river is liable to floods from the melting of the snow in the ranges.
It is ied \Jy the Jericho, Donnelly's, and Stringer's creeks. The upper part of the
river is highly auriferous, as are also the tributary streams. The geological forma-
tion is lower palaeozoic. The native name is Nambruk, meaning black opossum.
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BLACK RANGE E. (Co. Kara-Kara) is a chain of mountains spurring out
from the N.W. of the Pyrenees range, and running N.W. about 18 miles from the
N. of Ararat to the W. of the Stawell or Pleasant creek diggings. The E. and W.
slopes of this range are highly auriferous, and many paying diggings are working:
in all directions in the neighbourhood. The range consists of schistose mountains-
of no great height, densely scrubbed and timbered with box, gum, and stringy-
bark. The geological formation is lower silurian, with beds of fine granite to the
N.W.

SLACK RANGE W. (Co. Borung), a range of low, well-grassed moun-
tains running 1ST. and S. about 12 miles. They lie 20 miles W. of the Grampians,
and • the same distance N.W. of the Victoria range. Mount Talbot lies to the
N. W. of the range, which is well timbered with casuarina and banksia. Th&
geological formation is probably Devonian.

BLACK RIVER (Co. Wonnangatta). See BLACK CREEK.

BLACK'S CREEK (Co. Hampden). See MOUNT EMTJ CREEK.

BLACK'S HILL (Co. Hampden), a volcanic mountain, and extinct point of
eruption, having a well-developed crater. It stands near the township of Mort-
lake. Basaltic lava.

BLACK SPRINGS (Co. Evelyn) is a small village 2£ miles W. of Lilydale.
It has a population of about 20 persons, and is on the coach road to Melbourne.

BLACKWOOD, 37° 30' S. lat., 144° 20' E. long. (Co. Bourke) (Red-
hill and Golden point), is a post and telegraph office township, with
post office savings bank and money-order office at Red hill, and a post
office at Golden point, called mount Blackwood reef house, distance about
three-quarters of a mile, and both situated on the right bank of the
river Lerderderg, in the county of Bourke, electoral district of West Bourke,
and the eastern riding of the shire of Ballan, 53 miles W.S.W. from Mel-
bourne. Three tributary creeks—viz., Long gully, Nuggetty gully, and Yankee
creek, the confluence of all with the river Lerderderg—are in close proximity to the
township ; the first-named gully rises from the Blue mountain, in a N.W. direc-
tion, and the other two from the N., and, with the exception of very dry seasons,
are running streams all the year round. Blue mountain is distant about 5 miles-
N.W. from here ; mount Blackwood, S.W. about 8 miles ; both of volcanic forma-
tion, and with rich alluvial soil, partly cultivated, and heavily timbered with
stringy-bark, messmate, peppermint, and white gum. There is one cordial and
aerated water manufactory in the township, which is in a gold-mining district,
both alluvial and quartz-— Long gully, Yankee creek, Nuggetty gully, distances
respectively 6, 5, and 4 miles ; Red hill, Golden point, Ballan flat. 1 mile j
Sevastopol, 1 mile ; Wright's reef, 6 miles ; Manherin, half a mile ; Yankee creek,
4 miles, are the nearest distances. The next townships are— Simmons's reef,
distance S.W. 2 miles; Barry's reef, N.W. 2 miles; Greendale, S. 8 miles?
Newbury, N. 6 miles; and Trentham, N. 8 miles. There is postal communication
to Blackwood reef house and Barry's reef twice a day, Simmons's reef once, and per
Cobb and Co.'s mail coaches to Newbury, Trentham, and Kyneton once a day,
and to Greendale, Myrniong, Ballan, and Ballaarat once a day. With Melbourne
the communication is per first train to Keilor-road station ; thence per mail coach
viS, Milton, Bacchus Marsh, Myrniong, and Greendale, arriving at Blackwood at
2 p.m.; also, per last train to Kyneton, thence per mail coach via Tylden and
Trentham, arriving at 4 a.m There is a mechanics' institute in the township.
Blackwood is in the Castlemaine police district, and has a county court, cotirt of
petty sessions, and warden's court, and electoral district of West Bourke. The
surrounding country is mountainous, with high cliffs and hills rising abruptly to
a height of from 3 to 600 feet, of schistose formation. The population of mount
Blackwood (Red hill) and-mount Blackwood reef house (Golden point) and vicinity
is about 1,200. There is a Church of England and parsonage, and a Roman
Catholic chapel in the locality, and the Wesleyan denomination holds service twice
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Kalkallo, UesN.E. 4 | miles, and Broadmeadows 7 miles S., on the Kilmore road.
The communication with Melbourne, 19 miles, being by rail from Craigieburn, 4
miles distant, The country is generally flat and thickly timbered ; there is, how-
ever, a small range of rising ground to the N.; it is agricultural and pastoral
(chiefly the latter), and has a store and post office. The population numbers 240
persons, with 50 dwellings, and an area of 9,600 acres. The geological formation
is hard gritty quartzose, red, yellow, brown, and white sandstone, with much
brown and silvery-white mica; the beds are everywhere closely intersected by
joints and ferruginous veins; to the N. there is a vain of hematite iron, two inches,
thick. To the S., lying between Mickleham and Broadmeadows, are numerous
detached volcanic hills and points of eruption, mostly basalt, coated with hyalite
and volcanic ash and scoriae, and very vesicular red and brown lava. Specimens in
the Melbourne Museum are marked (R 10) and (M 5, 6, and 7.)

MIDDLE CREEK (Co. Anglesey), a small tributary of Home creek.

MIDDLE CREEK (Co. Bourke) a small tributary of Riddell's creek, rising
to the W. of Macedon, and flowing E. about 4 miles through that township. Lower
silurian.

MIDDLE CREEK (Co. Buln-Buln) is a small tributary of the Latrobe river,
lying about 2 miles E. of the township of Rosedale. Native name Calpin-bartic,
signifying many birds.

MIDDLE CREEK (Co. Ripon) is a small tributary of Fiery creek (which it
joins at Shirley), rising in mount Cole, and flowing S. At the head of this creek is
a picturesque waterfall, 60 feet in height. Granite.

MIDDLE CREEK (Co. Talbot) rises in Smeaton hill (Koorooyuth, volcanic),
and flowing N. about 30 miles, falls into the Loddon ; it is fed by Glengower creek.
Basaltic lava.

MIDDLE CREEK (Co. Talbot) is the postal centre of a thinly-populated
agricultural and pastoral district, distant 74 miles N.E. from Clunes, and about
30 miles N. W. from Ballaarat. There are no creeks of any note, the surrounding
country being open plains, with detached bald hills, of very moderate elevation.
The district is agricultural and pastoral ; no mining. The nearest places are—
Clunes, 1\ miles S.W.; Castlemaine, about 30 miles N.E.; Talbot, 10 miles W.;
Creswick, 18 miles S.E.; Glengower, or Campbelltown, 4 miles N.E.; and Smeaton,
10 miles E.S.E. To these places there are no means of public conveyance. With
Melbourne, 118 miles S.E., the communication is from Middle Creek to Castlemaine
or Clunes by private or hired conveyance, and thence by rail. Middle Creek is in
the Creswick shire, and electoral district of Creswick. The country consists of
open plains, in places thickly studded with stones, with detached hills, bare of
timber, of no great height. The surrounding hills seem to have been active volcanoes
at remote dates.

MIDDLE GULLY (Co. Bourke), a small hamlet in the parish of Macedon,
situated on the Middle Gully creek, about 5 miles N.W. of Gisborne. It is in
the heart of the Black Forest, and is populated by a number of sawyers and splitters,
who are engaged in cutting the timber in the district. The Melbourne and
Echuca railway has a goods station at this point, and large quantities of timber
and firewood are sent thence Melbourne.

MIDDLE GULLY GREEK (Co. Bourke), a W. tributary of Riddell's creek,
rising in the Dividing range. The Melbourne and Echuca railway crosses this
creek near the Middle stump ; at this point is a large reservoir 40 feet deep,
supplying the Gisborne station with water, which is conveyed by pipes to that
station, a distance of 5 miles.

MIDDLE HILL (Co. Anglesey) is a peak in the Puzzle ranges, lying to the
S. of Merton. The Middle creek rises in the S. of the hill. The geological
formation is probably Devonian.
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