
http://www.unlockthepast.com.au/samples
www.archivecdbooks.com.au
www.worldvitalrecords.com.au
www.unlockthepast.com.au
www.gould.com.au
www.familyphotobook.com.au


 
 

This sampler file includes the title page, 
and various sample pages from this volume. 

This file is fully searchable (read search tips page) 
 

Archive CD Books Australia exists to make reproductions of old books, documents and maps 
available on CD to genealogists and historians, and to co-operate with family history societies, 
libraries, museums and record offices to scan and digitise their collections for free, and to assist 
with renovation of old books in their collection.  
 

With the Fortieth 
 
Ref. AU6022 
 
This book was kindly loaned to Archive CD Books Australia by the 
State Library of Tasmania   http://www.statelibrary.tas.gov.au
 
Navigating this CD 
To view the contents of this CD use Acrobat Reader’s forward and 
back buttons to browse through the pages, alternatively use the 
INDEX bookmark to search for specific information and then use the 
bookmarks and Acrobat’s page buttons (or slide bar) to go to the 
relevant page. 
 
Use Acrobat Reader’s bookmark functions to jump to highlighted 
sections. 

 
To activate bookmarks click on “Window” and then “Show bookmarks” (or press F5) 
 
Searching this CD 
This book has been formatted to be searchable using Adobe Acrobat Reader.  

• Adobe Reader 6 or later is recommended for more advanced searching capability within a file 
or across multiple files. 

• Generally 95% - 99% of the words can be searched. Where the original type was poor the 
words may not be recognized for searching. 

• For more detailed explanation and tips to get the best search results click here  
 

The technical advancements that allow this searching bring a wonderful finding aid but there is still no 
substitute for reading the book! 
 
Copyright ©2005 Archive CD Books Australia Pty Ltd. All Rights Reserved 
 
For more books on CD from Archive CD Books Australia, see the web pages at 
www.archivecdbooks.com.au

http://www.statelibrary.tas.gov.au/
http://www.archivecdbooks.com.au/
Alan Phillips
Text Box
The resolution of this sampler has been reduced from the original on CD to keep the file smaller for download.



With the Fortieth

LIEUTENANT NORMAN MEAGHER

40TH  BATTALION

AUSTRALIAN  IMPERIAL FORCE

ABROAD

Fro ari5 Et £oriz

With an Appreciation by

HIS HONOUR MR. JUSTICE EWING

TASMANIA



Contents
INTRODUCTION

Page.
9

AN APPRECIATION 12

OFF TO THE WAR 13

EN VOYAGE 15

SALISBURY PLAIN 16

THE MOTHERLAND 18

ONE AMBITION GRATIFIED 19

SIGHTSEEING 20
TURNING THE TABLES 22

REVIEWED BY THE KING 23

LEAVING FOR FRANCE .. 25

SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE 26

IN ISOLATION 27

WITH THE BATTALION AGAIN 29

BOMBARDING 31

RAIDING 32

WILES OF TRENCH WARFARE 33

THE WAY OF A MAN 34

BEHIND THE LINES 39

IN  LIGHTER VEIN 40

BILLETING 41

WINTER IS OVER 42

PHASES OF SOLDIERING 44

FRAGMENTS 46

AT MESSINES 49

AFTER MESSINES 50

TRIBUTE TO A BATTERY 52

ENGLAND'S DEAD 54

FIGHTING AGAINST ODDS 55

WORKING PARTIES 56

NO MAN'S LAND 57

RESTING 58

DREAMING OF HOME 6v
REINFORCEMENTS 61

THE MERCILESS WAR 64

COMPETITIONS 66

CASUALTIES 67

THE "GINGER MICKS" 69

THE LUCKY SERGEANT 70

THE SNIPER 72

IMPENDING BATTLE 73

KILLED IN ACTION 74

HIS LAST MESSAGE 74

L'ENVOI 75



INTRODUCTION
DURING Lieutenant Norman Meagher's career on active

service  in the Great War his letters to  his home-
folk and to his friends attracted attention. There-
fore, when his parents  and relatives were considering

the question  of a memorial  to him, they decided that the
best form of tribute to his memory would be a book based
on the lines now presented,  containing selections  from his
letters. Norman' s keen  powers of observation, and his
ability to put his thoughts and his  impressions  on paper,
are revealed in the somewhat hurried writings that came
from  the battlefield.

In arranging  the.matter for publication, I have avoided
the use of detail  as far  as possible,  as well as reference
to items of purely family  concern,  at the same time
preserving the originality of the writing. The book, while
serving the object in view, should also be of interest as a re-
cord on general lines, and as  far as censorship  conditions
would allow, of the doings of the 40th Battalion, A.I.F., .up
to the time of Norman's death. He has also dealt with
subjects pertaining generally to the war, insofar  as censor-
ship conditions permitted. The headings of the various
articles have been attached by me, except  in a few instances.
The only matter intended by Norman for publication is
comprised in a few short stories and a little verse, the
remainder  came along  in the ordinary way in his letters.

When Norman entered Ross Camp,  Tasmania , in October,
1915, he was not a raw recruit. He had had training
in the cadet force, was an excellent rifle shot,  and was a
member of the A.N.A. Rifle Club. Incidentally, it may be
mentioned that, in the year 1913, he proceeded to New
South Wales with the champion cadet team  and on Rand-
wick range he went very close to the Cadet Rifle Cham-
pionship,  sustaining  defeat by one point. Captain Alder-
man. who was in charge of the Tasmanian contingent, was
so pleased with Cadet Meagher's performance that he per-
sonally presented him with a gold medal for "sportsman-
ship and marksmanship."

Ross Camp was broken up in the early part of 1916,
and the men were transferred to Claremont. The 40th
Battalion was then  in course  of formation,  under  Lieutenant-
Colonel Lord. Captain J. P. Clark (now Lieutenant-Colonel
Clark,  D.S.O., commanding  the 44th  Battalion ), who had
occupied the position of Camp Commandant  at Ross, was
given his majority, and appointed second in command of
the 40th, and Norman Meagher, then  a sergeant , was, with
other men from  Ross, also attached  to the 40th,  Norman
being promoted to Company  Sergeant -Major.  He received
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his commission abroad .  Up to the last he wrote in high
terms of Lieutenant -Colonel Lord ,  and of his chief in the
Ross days - Lieutenant -Colonel Clark .  It is now a matter
of history that the 40th Battalion sailed from Hobart on
the 2nd of July, 1916 ,  and that members of the battalion
made a name for themselves from the time they first went
into action in France .  It was on the 4th of October, 1917,
that  Norman was killed while in charge of "A" Company, and
while  leading his men in a rush on an enemy position-a
movement that was rewarded with victory .  He was shot
from close quarters ,  and died instantaneously .  His age was
21 years 9 months, he having been born in Hobart, 14th
January, 1896.

His musical keenness ,  as shown in several articles in
this book ,  is understandable , when it is mentioned that he
was passionately fond of music and really displayed a gift
in that direction .  In his letters he often referred to his
young brother Eric,  " Little Mick ,"  as lie affectionately
termed him ,  and requested that  " Little Mick "  should be
kept up to his musical studies.

In his school days Norman attended St. Mary's Col-
lege (Presentation Convent )  for five years, and afterwards
went to Officer College, Glebe, and Queen ' s College, and
then to the University of Tasmania .  In 1908, while at
Queen's College, he won a State Scholarship  ;  in 1910 he
passed the Junior Pub li c Examination in the  first class, and
at  the end of 1911 he matriculated at the University. He
was a boy who was never idle .  At home. when not en-
gaged in school work or music,  he  applied himself to reading,
and it may be said of him that he was a wide reader
of the best literature .  His choice of a profession lay be-
tween literature and the law. He chose the latter. and
at the time of enlistment was taking his LL.B. degree
course at the University .  He was in the Law Department
of the Civil Service for about two years ,  and subsequently
entered into articles with the Honourable Norman K.
Ewing, K.C., when that gentleman was a member of the
firm of Messrs .  Ewing, Hodgman and Seager .  Upon Mr.
Ewing's appointment to the Supreme Court Bench, the
articles were transferred to Mr. IV. M. Hodgman .  Norman
was happy in his work with the firm, and I have to thank
the members for the interest they displayed in him, and
for kindness extended to me, his father.

In a communication received from Colonel Lord quite
recently  he  alluded to the circumstance that Norman
appeared to entertain a presentiment that the  fighting he
was about to engage in on the 4th of October, 1917, Would
be his last fight. The Colonel states  :-" I cannot help
thinking that the poor boy could not shake off a presenti-
ment that things in that tnarticular  fight would not go
well with him .  We got it afterwards in little  ways,  such as
the letter he left ,  and so on. He did not show it in his
work, but kept on pegging away. I believe now though
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that he had a feeling that way." Other officers refer to the
same thing. His friend, Lieut. W. T. Crosby, says:-"I
think he felt he was going into his last fight in this world,
but I never saw anyone set a finer example to his men than
Norman did in the big battle of the 4th October. He was
here, there, and everywhere cheering his men during the
spells and while advancing," and he died as he in his letters
expressed his wish to die, "in the thick of the fighting and
game to the end."

The patriotism, the devotion to duty, and the bravery
of these British warrior boys is exemplified in the words
of a young English officer writing to his father before "go-
ing over the top" :-"You must  console  yourselves with the
thought that I am 'happy, whereas if I had lived-who
knows? . But for this war I and all the others would
have passed into oblivion like the countless myriads before
us. . . . But we shall live for ever in the results
of our efforts. We shall live as those who by their sacrifice
won the Great War. Our spirits and our memories shall
endure in the proud position Britain shall hold in the
future."

Norman Meagher has gone. He has paid the price of
Empire, and he paid it willingly and cheerfully  ; and  so:-

"Even as I think of you, dear dead,
You've sped the path of heroes' ways,

Across the seas' your blood made red
The sacred soil of France to-day.

"I brush the tears away ! 'tis best
To let the chords of memory

Bring smiles of you Who are at rest
After a glorious victory."

R. J. MEAGHER.

Hobart, Tasmania, 1918.



13

WITH  THE FORTIETH

OFF TO THE WAR

HE end of the final leave, the wrench from
the home circle, the tension of the heart-
strings, and then the embarkation. As
the members of the 40th Battalion, Aus-
tralian Imperial Force, crossed the gang-
way at Hobart, on Saturday, 1st July,

1916, it was the eventful day of their lives, depart-
ing, as they were, on a noble duty to fight to the death
if need be, anywhere and everywhere, with their whole
hearts, their whole minds, and their whole strength, in
defence of all they held dear-their kindred, their
homes, their beloved Australia, their Empire.

Early next morning, the troopship cast off her
lines, and receded from the Ocean Pier to the accom-
paniment of expressions of au revoir but not good-
bye ; there were not, many dry eyes in the assemblage.
As the ship proceeded down the river we gazed fondly
on familiar surroundings ashore, on Mount Welling-
ton, standing sentinel-like in all its greatness and
grandeur, and we pondered on the probability or other-
wise of being privileged to again in the future gaze
on those scenes. And so out into the ocean, and
away to Melbourne, where a further draft of troops
were to embark.

At Port Melbourne no shore leave was allowed,
but I was lucky enough to be sent ashore on duty
for the Colonel. There my dear mother met me. Oh!
do not think that because I rejoined the ship with
a smile on my face that I did not feel the parting.
We soldiers smiled at a time like that, not that we
desired to smile, but we had to do it. We had to
try to impress upon our people that we were quite
happy in going. I think we parted game enough, but
it was a heart-breaking ordeal. But wait till we get



20

ful stagecraft-indeed, the whole production was won-
derful. Oh, the orchestra ! the pick of England !
Shading, tempo, and terrific ensemble-it was a day
for me. The solo trumpet had a big solo in the
students' scene, and he repeated it at intervals, grow-
ing softer and softer each time. The last time he could
scarcely be heard, yet his breathing was so wonderful
that he put in the piquant emphasis and delicious
slurring just the same as when playing m.f. The per-
formance over, I had to hurry to Salisbury Plain,
arriving at 1.15 a,.m. Up at 6.30 a.m., and away to
the rifle range through the snow, but tie opera com-
pensated for that, and for many other daily hard-
ships. "Music bright as the soul of light, for wings
an eagle, for notes a dove."

Dear home folk, do not fail to keep my silver
trumpet in good order, awaiting my return. It gave
me pleasure in recent years, and I feel that I shall
come back to it. It is my trumpet, dear ones, and
even you will be glad to hear me blow my own trumpet
once again !

Reverting to grand opera. The cost of producing
grand opera is great, and I am informed that Sir
Thomas Beecham is not making much money at it,
in fact, he is reported to be losing money. It is almost
deplorable to think that London is so lacking in musical
taste that she is unable to support one opera house.
Honestly, I felt when I was at the Aidwych that,
Faust-like, I would almost sell my soul for the privilege
of wielding Sir Thomas Beecham's orchestral baton for
a brief five minutes !

SIGHTSEEING

At the Hapsbury War Hospital, I met Sister Mary
Freeman, of Hobart. Meeting her brought memories
of home, sweet home. We went to a town called
St. Albans for tea, and there saw the famous old
Abbey, where the monks held back the peasants in the
peasants' revolt 600 years ago. Just over the hill, next
to our camp, is Stonehenge, the historic pile of enor-
mous stones, each one higher than a Hobart house,
and they have been there about 1900 years. One won-
dered how the workmen  in those days  erected these
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step off the duckboards means descent into mud several
feet deep, thick, slimy, clinging mud. The, shock of
falling off a duckboard is somewhat similar to that
experienced in falling down stairs. You know what
it feels like in Tasmania, when you are called out of
a nice, warm bed to go into an icy cold night. Well,
you can perhaps sympathise with the poor chap out
here who is aroused from his fitful dreams to go out
on four hours' trench duty in the middle of a Flanders
winter's night, with the glass down below zero. A win-
ter in Flanders ! Ugh ! And yet? For instanceone
day an Australian soldier not in an amiable mood was
addressed by an English officer : "Are you an Aus-
tralian?" "No," was Billjim's reply. "I'm a blanky
fool." Billjim had the pip all right ! The next moment
that very same Billjim was assuring himself that he
would have been a blanky fool in reality had he stopped
at home in Australia, and had missed the rigours and
the adventures of the war. And then he emitted some
more blankety blanks regarding the bloke who stops
at home.

The dear, honoured Australian soldier possesses a
mighty big heart. Many of the letters written by Aus-
tralian soldiers are the grandest things one could read.
Rough epics which show just how they feel at their
enforced yet voluntary exile from their native land,
amid ever-present danger. One has a lot to learn
from those fine fellows in regard to thanks to the Creator
for blessings bestowed. In front of me as I write are
about 120 such letters awaiting censorship-mostly let-
ters from sons to mothers. I touch them with all the
reverence due to those fine lads and to their equally
fine mothers. The great uncertainty of soldiering appears
to have intensified the ardour of the love the Aus-
tralian lad entertains for his parents, and no doubt
vice versa.

After a period of nine months away from home,
certain thoughts occur to me. Firstly, there is the all-
Australian feeling-let us get home again. Secondly,
the desire to be back in the trenches, an unaccount-
able feeling, but true nevertheless, for once out of
the line, a peculiar impulse of restlessness prevails.
Thirdly, a feeling of distrust, curiosity, and uncertainty
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our mothers when the news of the casualties goes
home. Where the Push is to be, and when, I do not
know. But it will be the biggest of its kind the world
has so far been thrilled with. The time is, I think,
very, very close now. I pray God that through the
coming Hell of combat I may retain strength of mind
and body to guide and protect the men who look to
me for it. May no error of judgment or act of
thougntlessness on my part ever endanger the life of
any one of them. The Australian soldier, I may add,
has his faults, like any other human being, but he
is a MAN. Yes ! write that word in the biggest capi-
tals. As for me-well-let it be as the good God
in His Almighty  wisdom wills it.

KILLED IN ACTION

Message from Officer in Charge, A.I.F. Records,
23/10/'17:-

"Officially reported that Lieutenant Norman Rich-
ard Thomas Meagher, 40th Battalion, was killed in
action on 4th October.

"The deepest  regret and  sympathy of Their Majes-
ties  the King and Queen, and Commonwealth Govern-
ment, as well as  the District Commandant,  in loss sus-
tained by them and Army."

HIS LAST MESSAGE

The following  message , written by Lieutenant
Meagher, before going into  action on  4th October, was
handed to Captain J. D. W. Chisholm to be forwarded
in the event of making the supreme sacrifice : -

Belgium,

30/9/'17.
Dear Parents and Little Mick,_

This letter is only to be sent on if I "come a
cropper" in this stunt. In a few days I "go over the
bags" in charge of A Company, but hope to get through
all right.

If I do not, well, my love and thanks for your
tender care and thoughts of me, dear people, and rest
assured that I went out game.
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