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TRUTH AND PROGRESS.

JANUARY, 1808.

OUR WWORti K.

IN commencing a new lMagazine, it is customary and befitting to
state the reasons for so doing. This we propose to do in the
present paper ; so that our readers may have clearly before theme
our intentions, our motives, and our Frineiples.

As to the  necessity  for this Magazine, opinions may differ, as upon
most other matters. Probably many years might pass away before
all would be agreed that it was a work of necessity. We do not plead
for it on this ground. The question  is  whether such a Magazine
ts this, if adequately supported and wisely conducted, will do good.
This in nh can at least be premised-itt will have scope for doing
good, and it ought to do good.

A unaninlous feeling prevailed a_ ion`? the dozen or more ministe rs
who mooted the subject of starting the ida gazine. If this minis-
terial unanimity may be taken as a fair index of the feeling of the
churches represented, we may anticipate a general and cordial
welcome io our serial.

We have elected to give it an undenominational name. The reason
for rso doing is, that we see no particular advantage likely to arise
if the word " Baptist" were impressed upon the title page. Of
course it will necessarily have a denominational character, inasmuch
gas the churches for whom it is especially intended are Baptists, and
the writers hold the views of divine truth known as Baptist. But
we believe these Baptist Churches are in reality no more Baptist,
and no less so, than were the ch _ruh of Christ in New Testament
tunes. We believe that as ministers we are neither more nor less
Baptists than were the apostles. lire claim, so far as our knowledge
extends, that we hold the doctrines and aim at carrying out the
ordinances of the New Testament, just as our Lord and His apostles
directed. It appears to have been an incidental circumstance that
the early saints were called Christians ; so it was an incidental
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circumstance that certain churches were at a subsequent era called
Baptist. The name sets forth but a mere fraction of our belief and
practice. Wishing to hold nought biit " the truth," as it is con-
tained in the gospel, we indicate thisi by the first part of the title
of the Magazine ; desiring also to supply in our pages a record of
the Lord's work among our churches, we express this by combining
the word "Progress" with "Truth." We hope the title will be
acceptable to our readers, and trust that it will speedily be associated
with pleasant memories.

It is often as needful to  defend  as to set forth the truth. This
we shall not hesitate to do whensoever it may be judged expedient.
We have little sympathy with much of that complimentary
phraseology that often finds expression on anniversary platforms,
and is designated  "charity." We would speak, not conceal, the
truth in love.

One main object of this Magazine is to open a channel of frequent
communication between our churches. A considerable space will
be devoted to religious  intelligence.  By this we do not mean
reports of meetings and operations that are little better than
catalogues of names and dates ; we think reports should supply
thoughts-seed-thoughts, plans and suggestions for greater useful-
ness. Will the writers of our reports bear this in mind ?

Some new features will characterize our monthly periodical.
There will be a chapter devoted to  conversions.  Short narratives of
cases that have come under the notice of the writers will be given,
if possible, every month. No clue will be intentionally supplied as
to the persons referred to. We are quite sensible how much care
and discretion are required to render this department free from
objection. We have no wish to minister to prurient curiosity ; on
the other hand, there was a divine wisdom in requiring the healed
demoniac to go home and give the narrative of what the Lord had
done for him.

A chapter will b ,-  regularly set apart for  baptisms.  It is not
proposed merely to jot down the dates, places, and numbers; but
to present some salient points connected with each administration
of the ordinance. We have no wish to thrust this ordinance into
undue prominence; at the same time, we believe it will conduce
towards the spread of right views and feelings in relation to it, if a
faithful testimony is thus constantly borne. If a similar perversion
of the Lord's Supper obtained among our evangelical churches, we
should deem it equally necessary to set forth by argument and
testimony its true scriptural position and obligations. Occasionally
we shall insert papers bearing on the proper observance of the
Saviour's command, " Do this in remembrance of me."

The spirit of adverse criticism will, perhaps, be ready with the
cry " Ritualism ahead !" We are not alarmed at the prospect
of that cry. The past history of Baptist churches supplies but
scanty ground for any apprehension on this point as to the future.
Ritualism will not be repelled in the most successful manner by
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the practical  adoption of the plea 11 no rite at all." The true way
to meet Ritualism  is to place the two ordinances of Christ in their
legitimate  position, neither adding to nor taking from them.

It is a part  of our plan to give an important place in the
Magazine to the work of our  Sunday Schools.  Here again we shall
aim to  record work done-to offer suggestions for securing greater
efficiency.

We do hot base our expectations of success in carrying ' on this
Magazine upon any literary merit which may be either attempted or
attained . All public writing and speaking should be done in the
best way ; but the best way does not always consist in the use of
highly polished diction, nor in the employment of high-sounding,
grandiloquent speech . The right style is that which produces the
precise impressions  and convictions intended by the writer or speaker.
Our object  is essentially  practical. Certain truths, facts, and prin-
ciples we desire to  see deposited and carefully treasured up in the
mind ; we sha ll employ the  language  conceived to be best adapted
to effect this  object.

We necessarily lay ourselves open to  criticism .  This we shall
neither invite  nor repel . In criticising such criticism, we shall of
course gauge  it by our own standard. We hope to avoid the
exhibition of everything unseemly in dealing with opinions differing
fr om our own  ; our endeavour will be to evince a Christian tender-
ness  for others' feelings, but an unsparing fidelity towards error.

Some Magazines are in  their making up largely indebted to
scissors . At present, at least, we do not intend in this Magazine to
avail ourselves  of this useful instrument to any considerable extent.
We do not suppose colonial productions to have a greater inherent
excellence  than those of the old country; but what comes from our
colonial  mint will, we trust, have the merit of freshness and point.

We propose trying the experiment of supplying in each number
a sermon by one of  our own South Australian Baptist ministers,
so far as this may  be possible and desirable. We shall leave it
to experience  to decide upon the expediency of continuing this.

Our special sphere of operations is limited. Our numbers are
comparatively few-though perhaps many more actually than some
imagine. We have hope in the declaration of The Book, which speaks
of the little one becoming a thousand and the small one a great
nation. Our earnest hope and prayer is, that this Magazine may
be a help towards this end. In order to this our friends  must  rally
round and help us. The continuance of the Magazine for a pro-
longed period necessarily hinges upon the amount of sympathy
shewn ; in plain words, we must rely on the number of copies
taken. We earnestly urge our friend§ to take the Magazine and
to strive to persuade others to take it.

S. M.
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"SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE."-EPHHES. iv. 15.

By REV. G. STONEHOUSE (North Adelaide).
THE theme of the apostle in the preceding verses is the exaltation
and enthronement of Christ, and the diversified offices and gifts
bestowed upon the church, as the result of that memorable event.
He then adverts to the end for which this various agency had been
provided, namely, the spiritual improvement and edification of its
members, that they might be preserved from error, led into all
truth, and by that truth be so united to Christ and to each other
as ultimately to exhibit the Christian character in all its loveliness,
proportion, and maturity. " When he ascended up on high, he led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men." "And he gave some,,
apostles ; and some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; and some,
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work
of the . ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ ; till we
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ."

The apostle then reminds those to whom he is writing of the
importance of " speaking the truth in love," as one means by which
this most desirable end might be promoted. "But speaking the
truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the
head, even Christ : from whom the whole body fitly joined together
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to
the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love."

The phrase  " speaking the truth in love" may be more correctly
rsndered  "maintaining  the truth in love." By "the truth" we are
undoubtedly to understand the grand and distinguishing doctrines
of the Christian system--such as the divinity of our Lord's person ;
the atoning sacrifice of his death ; justification by faith in his blood ;
the necessity of renewal and sanctification by the influences of the
Holy Spirit ; and whatever else is usually designated by the term
evangelical.  These great truths constitute what the inspired writers
of the New Testament in other places denominate "the gospel"-
" the common salvation"-" the faith once delivered to the saints."
In every summary of Christian doctrine which the New Testament
contains, they are more or less distinctly recognized :  16 God so loved
the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."  11 Not
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost." " This is the record, that God hath
given unto us eternal life, and this life is in his Son." " Neither
is there salvation in any other; for there is none other name under
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved," but the
name Christ Jesus.
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If words have any determinate meaning, these doctrines consti
tute what the apostle here so emphatically calls " the truth"-" the
truth as it is in Jesus"-that truth, by the full and cordial reception
of which every Christian was identified ; and by the rejection of
which every man, whatever might be his profession or his conduct,
sealed his own condemnation, and made it manifest that he had
" neither part nor lot in the matter;" for "he that hath the Son
bath life, and he that bath not the Son bath not life."

Hence the importance which the apostle attached to " the truth."
He reminds the Ephesians that it was to be  maintained;  that every
assault upon it was to be resisted. S chile, with regard to subordi-
nate and doubtful points, considerable diversity of opinion might
exist ; while in all those cases respecting which there was any
question, they were to cherish a mutual and forbearing indulgence;
yet with regard to "the truth"-that truth which was so plainly
revealed, that none could innocently doubt it-no such latitude
was permitted. Here they were to be firm, and stedfast, and
unyielding. Instead of compromising its claims, or unworthily
attempting-to accommodate it to the prejudices and passions of
mankind, they were to contend for it earnestly, to " sta fast in
one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the fa of the
gospel." Regarding it as their richest treasure, their most valuable
possession, they were not even to count their lives dear unto
themselves," so that "the truth" might be maintained inviolate,
and transmitted unimpaired to succeeding generations.

But the words of the apostle designate the !z nTryr in which
this duty should be performed. Not only was the truth to be
maintained, but maintained " in  love."  Having been revealed by
Him who " is love," replete as were all its facts and all its doctrines

,with manifestations of love -intendej as it was to  11 nial _e perfect
in love " every guilty transgressor who should receive it into his
heart by faith -it was to he maintained in a manner worthy of its
& elestial origin, its holy character, and its professed design.

Although to the Jew it was a stumbling block-and to the
Greek foolishness-yet their objections were to be met and their
c alunmies refuted in such a spirit of meekness, and kindness, and
benevolence, as would soften prejudice-subdue hostility-and
cause even the most embittered and malignant foe to think
favourably of that TRUTH which, though so humbiing to his pride
and so opposed to his sensual inclinations, breathed only "peace
on earth and good will towards men."

And this great duty is still binding. Christians now are as
imperatively required to maintain the truth in love, as were those
primitive believers to whom the injunction was originally addressed.
As apart from " the truth " (in the apostolic sense of the phrase),
there can be no sure foundation of hope-no adequate motive to
obedience-no efficient means by which the great process of practical
and experimental religion can be carried on in the soul-so, if
called to defend it against those who seek to v. eaken its evidence
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or to invalidate its claims ,  it behoves us to be especially careful
respecting the  manner  in which we do it, never forgetting that " the
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God." Instead of
permitting our zeal to degenerate into an unhallowed bitterness of
spirit, let us imitate the example of Him who, in the days of his
flesh, had compassion upon the ignorant and the wandering. Let
us regard all such with sympathy-treat them with respect and
kindness-endeavour to convince them of their error, and patiently
set before them the evidence by which we believe the  truth  to be
sustained : let all our conduct towards them be marked by the
gentle heroism and pare disiritorestedness of that " wisdom which
is from above ;" and then may we confidently hope that those who
are unmoved by our argument will at length be subdued by our
benevolence.

Especially ought this spirit to be manifested in our intercourse
with such of our fellow-Christians as may hold tenets and adopt
practices differing in some respects from those which WE regard as
scriptural. If in anything we so deport ourselves as to produce the
impression that we regard that section of the church to which WE
belong as wiser, or better, or more solicitous to "contend earnestly
for the faith once delivered to the saints," than other sections of the
church-which equally with ourselves are built upon the one founda-
tion, "Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone"-we shall
inflict incalculable injury not only upon our own interests, but upon
the cause of our common Christianity. Believing that a perfect
identity of opinion, on subjects not so plainly revealed as some may
desire, is neither possible nor desirable, let us not act as though we
considered it ESSENTIAL. If called to defend those views of Divine
truth which  we  have conscientiously received, let us do it in a
manner worthy of Him whose disciples we profess to be, and in
accordance with the mild and benignant spirit of that dispensation
under which it is our privilege to live. While we claim for
ourselves the right of private judgment, let us cheerfully concede
the same right to others. Instead of regarding our own creed as the
standard of truth, and its reception as the test of discipleship, let
us be willing that each should be  "  hilly persuaded in his own,
mind." Instead of thinking unfavourably of those who have been
made "partakers of like precious faith," simply because they cannot
in all things subscribe to our opinions and adopt our practices, let
us recognise and treat them as brethren. Though we may regard
them as mistaken, yet let us be willing to believe that they are at
least as conscientious as ourselves. Instead of meeting them with
cold looks and repulsive frowns, let love beam from our eyes,
breathe from our lips, and be exemplified in the whole of our conduct.
Risiiig above the influence of  patty,  and overlooking all minor
considerations, cheerfully let us include within our wide and
fraternal embrace GQ all who, in every place, call upon the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours."

We shall never successfully maintain the truth unless our spirit
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and conduct are in accordance with the meekness and gentleness
of Him who is "the truth." If, in the place of that heavenly
wisdom, which  " is first pure, then peaceable, easy to be entreated,
and full of good fruits," we substitute arrogant assumptions and
dogmatical assertions, greatly shall we retard the progress of that
cause whose interests we are seeking  to promote.

Let it then be plainly seen, that a spirit of enlarged and expan-
sive benevolence is mingled with our zeal for the truth; that, instead
of endeavouring to make proselytes to  a sect,  we are only solicitous
to increase the number of willing and obedient disciples ; and while
we frankly acknowledge that our own system is not perfect-that
it is open to many abuses, and susceptible of much improvement-
let us manifest a willingness to bring everything connected with
it to the test of Scripture, and to abide by the decision of that
unerring testimony, however such decision may affect long-
cherished opinions, or interfere with established practices. " Let
all bitterness , and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking,
be put away from us," and thus "forbearing one another in love,"
manifesting  in all  our deportment that charity which " Both not
behave itself unseemly," which " seeketh not her own, is not easily
provoked, and thinketh no evil," which rejoiceth not in iniquity,
but rejoiceth in the truth ;"-thus may we hope to secure attention,
to soften prejudice, to produce conviction, and to hasten the arrival
of that long-expected and much-to-be-desired period, when the inter-
cessory prayer of Him who is " head over all things to his church"
shall receive its full and final accomplishment -11 That they all may
be  one;  as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent me."

Thus shall we best obey the apostolic precept, extend the peaceful
reign  of righteousness and truth, heal the schisms of the church,
and contribute to hasten that period when there shall be none to
hurt or destroy in all God's holy mountain ; but when " the
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover
the sea."

THE MINISTER'S NOTE-BOOK.

IN the Introduction to Spencer's Pastor's Sketches," Mr. James,
of Birmingham, writes many important pages on the judicious
treatment of individual cases of persons under religious concern.
Mr. James thinks that Ministers of the Gospel should not generalise
too much in their treatment of souls thus awakened. " If we look
at the practice of medical men in our hospitals, we find that they
do not merely deliver clinical lectures in the wards of their
patients, nor address them collectively on the general principles of
disease an'thealing ; but that they individualise them, and treat
each separate case according to its nature and symptoms. Some-
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thing like this, to a certain extent-for of course we cannot thus
reach the whole congregation-ought to be the practice of ministers
of the Gospel." These words contain Mr. James's conviction (a
conviction which will be shared by all who have had much experi-
ence), that the disease of sin and the process of cure do present very
varied symptoms when we compare the cases of those whom the
Lord Jesus Christ has admitted as among the number of His
patients. The fact was insisted upon by Mr. James, chie fly with a
view of inducing ministers to endeavour by private conversa-
tion (as well as public preaching) to reach the hearts of the
hearers of the word. But the recognition of this diversity in.
spiritual experience is advantageous, not only as guiding ministers
in their treatment of those who may be enquiring after the peace
cf the gospel ; but also as removing a cause of secret distress from
many hearts. Very frequently the diversity is forgotten-one
favourite type of spiritual experience is established as a standard ;
and any form of divine life which differs from such a standard is
supposed to be spurious, and is therefore rejected. The conse-
quence is, that those who cannot find a correspondence between
t? _eir own history and the standard thus selected are often con-
signed to prolonged uncertainty and great distress.

The system recommended by Mr. James, of individualising the
eases as they occur-of treating each upon its own merits and
according to its own requirements-is of course the system

'opted by every faithful man who has the care of souls. It
would very greatly tend to the guidance and instruction of
earnest enquirers if those who have had experience would
communicate to the world facts and incidents as they have
had occasion to observe them, in the hopes and fears, the doubts
V, ad difficulties of human ,spirits awakened to a higher life and
groping after it. In the book already mentioned, the idea is in
,:)me measure realized. The chief objection to it is that the eases

ere not sufficiently common-p'a (which fault can be melded to an
indefinite extent)-that many of thorn tire too much out of the line
I  ordinary life to enable them to serve as a stimulus or a guide.
I ;-ith a purely practical aim the following uneventful fact is related,
and some reflections are appended ; as an invitation to brethren to
supply facts that shall be more interesting, and observations on
t' em more wise and skilful. The time to which the narrative refers
is sufficiently distant ; and one or two references sufficiently
obscure to prevent an identification of the subject of the remarks.
Otherwise it may be taken as an extract from the Minister's Note-
Book.

In the summer, Samuel Clifton vi»ited me at my request, and
we had a conversation of sonic considerable length about his
spiritual interests. At that tinge lie had not experienced any very
creep convictions, but he had a notion that he was a Christian, and
a general feeling of attachment to Christianity, He had no desire

engage in business, or to obtain knowledge of any kind, except
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as a matter  of duty ; thinking,  as he expressed  it, 11 that every-
thing in this  world is of no importance or value," Believing his
notions to be erroneous ,  I tried to  place before  him more correct
views of life.

After the lapse of about  six months , he has to-day called on me
of his own accord .  He says that  lately he has passed through a
different state of mind . He has had much anxiety and many doubts.
Since our  last interview he has had much deeper and clearer views
of his own  sinfulness  of heart and life, but has lost the peace he
then  enjoyed. He has never known what it is to rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory. As to his doubts, he sometimes
doubts the truth of all connected with Christianity :  and sometimes
he even doubts of the existence of a God. These, however, are
passing  shadows which obscure his soul, not abiding phases of
scepticism. In entering upon an examination of 'his mental habits
and tendencies, I find, 1st. That,, he is much given to reverie and
air-castle building. 2. That he tides with all his might to believe
the Scriptures and love God. 3. That he does not, however, dwell
much on the objective truths which are presented -for our belief.
4. That he is always desiring to enjoy religion, but cannot find
peace.

In attempting to deal with this case, the following are the
principles upon which I proceeded. I tried to impress upon him
that the young (he is also young in years) must take much upon
trust ; that he must very largely credit the promise of God's civil
word ; that the hope which belongs to the earliest stages of the
spiritual life must be the result, to C. very large extent, of a reliance
upon the simple promise of God in Christ. And as God cannot
fail of the ful`dment of His promise, this hope will become
strengthened and placed upon another basis after we have had
an experience-a test-of God's faithfulness to His word in His
dealin s with us. This was the first principle, ther,  that we must
take God upon trust at fi, st.  In the next place I told hint that he
must adopt a different method in reading tle Scriptures. He
must  not pass over the account so frequently given of Christ's
work on our behalf. He must not act upon the supposition :-11 I
am well acquainted with the plan of salvation, therefore I need not
pay attention to that." That is the very thing to which attention
ought to be paid, in order that the feelings may be quickened,
impressions freshened, and all erroneous vie ;cis rectified. Read the
life of Christ ; try to enter into the narrative with all its incidents
and surroundings ; seek to be occupied with it, and do not turn
round upon yourself constantly asking "Do I believe all this f'
Let the truth have its own way; and, in order to this, let your effort
be to give it free access to your own intelligence and heart. Let
your enquiry be-What is the truth? not, Do I believe it? This,
then, was the second  principle-ITIcke the truth itself the  subject-
matter of your tnteditotirm, and do not endeavour to fix attention upon
the workings of your own mind.  In the next place, I had to listen



10

to his lamentations over his motives of action. He feels that he
acts not from love, but from a motive of duty. I urged him to be
very careful in following his convictions of duty. The man who is
faithful to such convictions will not permanently have to mourn
over the absence of Christ's love in the heart. " If any man will
do His will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God.
If ye continue in my word ......... ye shall know the truth and the
truth shall make you free. He that looketh into the perfect law
of liberty and continueth therein ......... this man shall be blessed
in his deed. Then shall we know if we follow on to know the
Lord." Thus the third principle  was-not  to despise a sense of duty
as a motive  in the Christian life.

It would be well in all such cases that a more objective character
of religion should be cultivated. Let such persons be urged to lay
hold of the truth, and not to analyse the acts of the mind. It is
one thing to grasp an object, it is another to describe the act of
grasping. Let such persons always make the  object  prominent.
When they read the Scriptures they should fix their attention upon
the passage they are reading, and not allow their minds to wander
to their state of mind, making that the object of consideration.
When they pray, they should think of their own necessities, and
of the gracious and bountiful Giver, not of their own inability to
pray. When they engage in any act of Christian effort, let them
set about it as something which God will accept at their hands.
Thus a vacant mind will be filled ; a doubting mind will be
confirmed ; the affections will be drawn out more and more towards
Christ ; and true happiness will be secured.

J.  P.

CONVERSIONS.

THE instances of conversion which we here give are intended as,
examples of the kind of cases which we shall be glad to see- regu-
larly recorded in this Magazine. It is not presumed that there is
anything in these five instances specially remarkable ; they were
not selected because of their extraordinary, but because of their
ordinary character. We earnestly urge the contributors to this
Magazine to aid us in filling up monthly some pages on Conver-
sions. The instances now given are from actual experience and of
recent date.

Mr. was a young man who had the advantage of possessing
a believing mother. At the age of (say) 25 his mind appears to
have been devoid of religious impressions and convictions. Tran-
sient shadows of the realities of the gospel had now and then
flitted across his mind. The voices of death at length aroused him.
He felt he was unprepared for death. His sins now hung heavily
on his conscience. The conversation of those who sought his.
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spiritual good kept alive and deepened his sadness. A sermon by
the pastor, whose ministry he attended, rendered the convictions
of sin still more poignant. This culminated in what might be
termed an agony of soul. The darkness of the thunder-cloud was
the prelude to the clear shining forth of the light. The moment
of release came. A friend in his own home was speaking to him
of Christ. He trustingly looked up to the crucified One and lived.
He took Christ and was saved-was happy. The hour, the instant
can be chronicled. There was L(great joy" instantaneously in that
house. Having thus given his heart to Jesus, a few months ago
he, in baptism, openly and representatively gave up his total self
for the Lord's service.

Miss had for years, in London, listened to the preaching of
one of the most esteemed Congregational ministers. There was no,
decision for Christ. Very few direct efforts were then made in order
to lead her to Christ. Cast among strangers in this land, she found
no settled religious home in any sanctuary. The prostrating hand.
of illness revealed to her own mind her unpreparedness for launch-
ing into eternity. This had been her conviction, but now it became
more fixed and painful. Friends of Jesus spoke with her helpfully,
though not savingly. She ultimately laid hold of Jesus after a
special prayer meeting, whilst a sister friend was praying for and.
with her. The immediate joy was beautiful. The countenance
revealed it. No other language was needed to inform those who
had seen her an hour before. That joy has not been evanescent.
To-day it is a fount of delighted peace welling up towards eternal
life. To be immersed unto Christ was an act of obedience, of
service lovingly anticipated, happily rendered, and is gratefully
remembered. If cross it could be called, it was a sweet cross.

Mrs. attended the sanctuary as often as the cares of a
family and the obstacles raised by a religiously-indifferent husband
would allow. The visits and tracts of the lovers of Jesus did her
good, but she felt unsaved. Bodily suffering and outward tem-
poral trials showed her the emptiness of this world's possessions.
She became anxious for a new heart-for pardon-for faith in Jesus.
Again and again was she prayed for publicly-none except two or
three being aware who was meant. The answer was delayed a
little while. Nevertheless, it came at the exact time, when, un-
known and apart from each other, she was prayerfully perusing a
sermon lent her, and a friend was specially pleading for her, and a
number of other friends were praying for her. Her sins were then
blotted out as a cloud. Then and since her soul has magnified the
Lord. Not many weeks since she testified of the marvellous change
divinely wrought in her by being baptized in the Triune Name.
In the fellowship of saints she now desires to live for Christ.

The subject of this brief notice is a lad about 12 years old. Very
simple is the tale of his surrender to Jesus. His is the privilege
of having Christian parents who seek to train their children for a
bright eternity. This boy was led to seek for a new heart by
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the urgent appeals made to him by one who sought to win his
heart to Jesus. Two weeks after he gave himself to faith in the
Saviour, and was made happy in believing. It was delightful to
listen to the testimony which he gave to his parents that same
Sunday night after returning from the meeting to his home.

A little girl, L , age nearly 14, became anxious about her
soul some five months ago. Some months passed  away,  and she
continued in the same state of mind. One evening a Sunday
school teacher conversed with her. The girl states that she then
kneeled down with the teacher to pray, and that she asked God to
give her a new heart and He did. She has been happy in Jesus
ever since.

BAPTISMS.

SOUTH RHINE.
Ox Sunday, December 1st, we

baptized six candidates on a profes-
sion of faith in Jesus. Our service
Nv as held in a paddock near the
chapel, and on the banks of the pool
in which we observed the ordinance.
A large number were present, many
more than could have found room in
the chapel. The subject of the address
was the baptism of the eunuch. God
was with us, and a spirit of inquiry
has been given to the people.

TEA TREE GULLY.

Interesting services were held at
this place on Lord's clay afternoon
and evening, November 24th. In the
afternoon Rev. R. Parkin delivered
a short address, taking the words
" Put ye on the Lord. Jesus Christ"
as the basis of his remarks. Four
believers were then immersed into
the name of the Holy Trinity. They
afterwards received the right hand
of fellowship, and partook of the
Lord's Supper with the rest of the
church. Mr. Parkin preached again
in the evening, taking for his text
Romans vi. 3, 4. Both services were
well attended, and much of the
Master's presence was felt.

MAGILL.

On Lord's clay morning, December
1st, one believer was huniersecl by
Rev. R. Parkin.

FLINDERS STREET.
With gratitude to God for the

success He has vouchsafed to the
means employed to vin souls for and

to Jesus, we refer to four baptismal
services held in the months of I\1o.
vember and December.

The first service of this kind was
held on the evening of the first
Sunday in November. On this occa-
sion nine were immersed. One of
these had been a Congregationalist;
the remaining eight professed to have
found peace in believing during the
two or three months preceding. Two
of the immersed were young, their
ages being between 11 and 13. It is
also noticeable that five of those bap.
tined were from one household.

On the 17th Nov., five were im-
mersed. The pastor preached from
Romans vi. 13, "Yield yourselves
unto God." At this service the two
ordinances of Christ were observed,
and in both instances in the presence
of the congregation.

On the first Sabbath in December
eight pei sons were buried with Christ
in baptism. One of these was under
12 years of age. Five had lately
found Christ to the joy of their
hearts ; one continues identified with
the Wesleyans ; and one, after years
of neglect of the ordinance, felt con-
strained to yield obedience thereto.

An unusually interesting service
was held on Sabbath evening,
December 15th. There must have
been from 600 to 650 persons in the
chapel. The members of the church
and communicants occupied the
middle seats. After praise, prayer,
and the reading of the Scripture, the
ordinance of immersion was adminis-
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tered. Eight were immersed ; six of
these were boys, several of whom
were under 12 years of age, and one
or two being 13 years old. Very
decided testimony had been given to
the church as evidence of a real
change of heart having been ex-
perienced by each of these lads. We
trust their future lives may confirm
the testimony thus borne. A sermon
was then preached by the minister
from Matt. xiii, 37,  38;  it had no
special bearing on baptism-the sub-
ject was scarcely alluded to. The
congregation listened most atten-
tivelyto the preacher's urgent appeals

for the immediate surrender of self-  -
the complete self-to the Lord Jesus-
After the sermon, the right hand-
of fellowship was given by the pastor,
in the presence of the whole congre-
gation, to the eight immersed be-
lievers-together with two others
previously baptized. The Lord's
Supper was then very solemnly ob-
served, the congregation, as distin-
guished from the church, beholding
our outward obedience to the
Master's words "Do this in remem-
brance of me." The whole service
was exceedingly impressive; and, we
hope, profitable.

THE CHURCHES.

MOONTA.
ON Sunday  evening ,  November 19,

a Valedictory  Meeting  was  held in
the Baptist Chapel, Moonta ,  prior to
the departure  of the Rev. H. J. Lam-
bert-who had been the pastor of the
church for nearly two  years, and had
resigned in consequence of having
accepted the ministry of the Baptist
Church just commencing at Norwood,
near Adelaide.

After the  Tea a Public Meeting
was held, which was presided over
by Mr. L. L. Furner . The chapel
was well filled ,  and the proceedings
throughout were characterized by a
depth of tone and impressions not
usually felt in public gatherings.
The different denominations in the
district were well represented on the
platform - there being present the
Revs. Wilson (Congregationalist),
Michie (Presbyterian ),  Trewin (Bible
Christian ), Wylie (Wesleyan), and
Wellington (Primitive).

After singing and prayer had been
engaged in, the chairman, in his
opening address ,  referred to the pain-
ful nature of the object for which
they had met ,  and to the deep regret
that was felt by every member of the
church and congregation in parting
with their pastor. There were some
present who must feel peculiarly
attached to hiin, as he had been in-
strumental in leading them to the
Saviour. They had all met that even-
ing publicly to say good -bye to him;

and he felt sure everyone present
heartily wished him God speed.

Mr. Lambert then addressed the
meeting ,  and stated the reasons that
had  induced  him to take  the  step he
had.  Ile,  felt very keenly parting
with so many friends, and should
ever remember the kindness and
sympathy  which  had been manifested
towards him by his own people, as
well as by  hi,,  fellow -labourers in the
ministry.  He  felt that, in respond-
ing to the call to a new sphere of
labour ,  he was acting in accordance
with his convictions of duty, and
could do no other than walk in the
path so clearly indicated.

The Rev. W. Wilson spoke at so ne
length on the advantages and power
of united effort. There were many
objects, apart from denominational
interests ,  upon which all  Christians
ought heartily to unite ,  and thus
endeavour by concentrated effort to
extend the kingdom of the  r  edee iner.
He instanced the Aboriginal Mission
as being a movement in which all
could join.

The Rev .  Mr. Wylie referred to
the pleasure he felt in being present.
He believed it was a  good  thing for
the various ministers to come to-
gether. To illustrate the subject, h er
related an anecdote of a traveller who
was overtaken by a fog, and was
terribly frightened by the appearance
of a monster man on the road before
him; on coming closer to him, how-
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.ever, he found that it was his own
brother, who had been magnified by

-the fog. So with them, at a distance
sometimes they were apt to think
somewhat hardly of one another, but
on coming together they found that
.they were brothers.

The Rev. Messrs. Trewin, Welling-
ton, and Michie, severally addressed
the meeting, and spoke in the high-
est terms of the regard and esteem
they felt for Mr. Lambert. They
deeply regretted his departure from
the neighbourhood, and trusted that
he may be made eminently useful in
his new sphere. The latter gentleman
concluded a most eloquent and telling
speech by remarking that he con-
sidered Mr. Lambert to be a manly
man, a manly Christian, and a manly
,minister.

The meeting was concluded by
singing and prayer.

NoRwooD.
For some years past the neighbour-

hood of Norwood and Kensington has
been regarded by many friends as a
very desirable locality for a Baptist
church. As Christians we feel under
an obligation to do our part, and
use every opportunity of seeking to
win souls ;and, as Baptists, we
desire to disseminate that part of the
Truth which we hold in distinction
from other sections of the Christian
church. Earnestly desiring that the
truth, and the whole truth, should
be preached, we felt that here in
Norwood was presented an inviting
field for work.

Many times the matter of starting
this new cause had been upon the
hearts of our friends; but not until
within the last few months did it
appear to be God's time. During the
meetings of the Baptist Association
in Adelaide, in October last, the
subject was again revived-and re-
vived in such a manner as left  no
room for doubt that the movement
was of God; and it was resolved to
commence the cause at once.

The Town Hall, Norwood, was
taken for twelve months in which to
carry on the work, and on the first
Sabbath in November Opening Ser-
vices were held, conducted in the
morning by the Rev. Silas Mead,
M.A. (Flinders Street), and in the
evening by the Rev. John Price
(Alberton). On the second Sabbath
services were conducted by the Rev.
W. A. Claxton (Kapunda); on the
third Sabbath by the Rev. D. Badger
(Morphett Vale) ; and on the fourth
Sabbath by the Rev. N. J. Hone
(Lyndoch Valley). On the first Sab.
bath in December the Rev. H. J.
Lambert (Moonta), who had been
most cordially invited to take the
oversight of the new church, com-
nmenced his work. Throughout -the
congregations, the attendance at the
Sabbath school, and also at the week-
night prayer meeting, have been very
encouraging; and all connected with
the movement have faith that here
is the beginning of a great and
gloriousworkfor God. MaytheLord
send now prosperity !

THE YOUNG.

CHILDREN'S SERVICES.- On Sun-

day evening, December 8th, the usual
monthly sermon to the young was
preached at the Flinders Street Bap-
tist Chapel, by the pastor. The text
'chosen for the occasion was from
John xix., 19, "Jesus of Nazareth,
the King of the Jews." The services
are, so far as possible, adapted to the
young-by the young are meant
those whose years range between say
7 and 14. Not only the sermon, but
the prayers and hymns are designed

for the comprehension of the young-
est; usually the hymns are selected
from Bateman 's hymn book. After
the service ,  the young people are in-
vited  to the vestry for a prayer
meeting of their own .  The Christians
among them engage in prayer;--
words of encouragement are ad-
dressed to them by the minister who
conducts the meeting .  After this
prayer meeting is over, those wishing
to be conversed with as to their souls'
salvation are requested to retire to
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the class-rooms, where they are
individually spoken with by the min-
ister and by other friends. These
services have been blessed to the
salvation of many souls. It is very
desirable that the church should
sympathize with, and manifestly co-
operate in, the meetings. Objections
are raised by some to the lateness of
the services : we try to meet this
objection half-way by making it a
rule to close the prayer meeting at
9 o'clock; and as to those who for
conversation may remain later, we
intend henceforth to arrange for the
young ones being accompanied to
their homes by teachers, or by others
fitted to do so. We do not altogether
sympathize with those objections.
It would almost appear as if some
felt such little interest in a child's
conversion, that they would make
the conversion quite secondary to the
propriety of the child being home
by half-past 8 rather than at half-
past 9 o'clock. We should, indeed,
prefer the early hours if the objectors
would find us equally good opportu-
nities for reaching their hearts
unitedly and individually at some
other time-provided, also, there
were not other and graver objections

against the selected time. To us it
appears that, as a regular thing, such
services must be held after the even-
ing public worship, or not at all.
Manifestly has God owned these
services ; and this supplies a strong
reason for their continuance. May
not other congregations adopt a simi-
lar plan for holding special services
for the young at the ordinary times
for worship? Some of the texts
preached from to the young during
the past nine months have been the
following-" Of such is the kingdom
of heaven;" " The fathers have eaten
a sour grape, and the children's teeth
are set on edge When He was
twelve years old Father, I have
sinned ;" "Hast revealed them unto
babes;"  " Little children, I write unto
you, &c. ;" "Feed My lambs," "Obey
your parents;" and "Born again."
In one or two sermons from the texts
mentioned, the members of the
church have been addressed on the
obligations we are under to seek to
bring children to trust in Jesus as
soon as they have begun to sin.
May the churches awake to these
obligations, laid on them by the
Lord of the Church.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

THE Annual Meeting on behalf of
this Society was held at the Baptist
Chapel, Flinders Street, on Thurs-
day, December 12th. The tea, which
had been gratuitously provided by
the ladies, was thinly attended ; but
from 250 to 300 persons assembled
for the subsequent meeting. This
was decidedly a good meeting : the
speaking was good, the tone of the
meeting was good, the impression
was good.

The Rev. George Stonehouse pre-
sided. He remarked on the import-
ance of the object in connection with
which they had met together, and
which was nothing less than thm
carrying out of the Saviour's com-
mission, "Go ye into all the world
and preach the Gospel to every
creature." He needed not to remind
them of their obligation to carry out

this command ; and in furthering
the interests of the Society they
were proving their faith by their
works. During the period in which
the Society had existed, work had
been done-the promise of assistance
to the Rev. Mr. Page in India had
been carried out-and by means of
that native agents had been selected
and sustained, and the Gospel pro-
claimed in parts to which it would
not otherwise have reached. They
were now fairly committed to the
work, and must go forward with it.
Though their operations might at
times have to be modified, they
could not go back from it altogether.
Their business, however, was not so
much with the future as the present.
The sum of £100 was now due, and
to be remitted by next mail. It had
struck him that if each present were
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to give 2s. Gd. it would go some way
to raise the amount, and they would
at the same time be doing an act of
Christian charity. India was their
chosen field, and the harvest there
was truly white for the labourers.
The old systems of idolatry were
being undermined, and tottering to
the ground. The church, rejoicing in
these signs, should be inspired with
new vigour and energy for the work.

lie then called upon Mr. C. H.
Goode, who, in the absence of Mr.
Price (who had been called away from
the meeting) read the Annual Report
of the  Society:-

"  In presenting before you this
third report, the Committee feel
bound to acknowledge the liberality
of the friends of the Society in ena-
bling them to meet satisfactorily the
increased claims upon the funds. In
accordance with resolutions passed
two years ago, the Society was en-
gaged to double its contributions
during the pact year towards the
evangelization of the populous heath-
en town and district of Fureedpore.
The first half-yearly remittance of
£100 was sent to the Rev. J. C. Page
in the month of December, 1866, and
the second in June, 1867. The present
month is the time for remitting a
similar stun. In consequence of the
severe illness which obliged the re-
moval (for a time at least) of our
brother, Mr. Page, who was kindly
superintending the labours of our
agents, from his own district in
Rackergune, our hopes have not
been realized in the increase of la-
bourers in our mission field. There
is therefore, in all probability, a
balance in favour of our Society in
the hands of those friends in India
who control the expenditure of our
funds. Still, as the statements of
operations with which Mr. Page has
favoured us show a considerable
amount of colportage, it is not un-
likely that in the coan, arative dearth
of preachers of the Word the money
has in some degree been spent in the
circulation of the sacred volume.

"As had been stated in former
reports, the district which has been
selected for the labours of our agents
-Fureedpore-is a tract of country
clotted over with populous villages to
the number of 1511, forming alto-
gether a population of about two.

thirds of a million. The town of Fu-
reedpore has been chosen as their
place of residence, having a popula-
tion of 42,670. Mr. Page some time
ago secured, on behalf of our Society,
an eligible piece of land on which he
has erected three neat and strong
houses made of grass mats and wood,
and he has excavated a tank for the
use of the mission families. All this
has cost the Society about £70-and
this, doubtless, is money well laid
out, inasmuch as it gives our agents
a home from which no authority cad
expel them.

"The first letter received from Mr.
Page after our last year's meeting
gave an account of labours almost
identical with those reported last
year. Ina little while after, Mr. Page,
himself proceeded to Fureedpore, tak-
irig with him two additional menwith
their families to engage in the work.
The principal of these is n..amed Ram.'
chaucl, who was intended to act as
coiporteur. Mr. Page says, respect-
ing him-`Ramchaud is my writer,
is of the writer caste, is active, and
has for some 16 years been connected
with our Christian community. He
has a wife, and two sous growing up.
All in the faunly can read the sacred
Scriptures ; this can be said of com-
paratively few families which are not
nursed by missionaries.' The second
of these men is RamprasLid, who is
to accompany Ramchaud-taking the
books by land, or by water in a boat.
He and his wife also have been _nilany
years members of the church. His
wife learned to read when advanced
in life.

"At this visit our brother had oc-
casion to rejoice, as he had upon
former occasions, in the great read -
ness on the part of the Government
officials to show kindness to the
teachers and to help them in their
work. `Would that all stations in tire
land were blessed with such men. All
have continued to speak well of the
work your agents  have  done. All
have been greatly interested in their
work, and have manifested no small
attention to the workers.' Mr. Page
considered the market, which is held
in Fureedpore twice a-week--Sund ayand Wednesday-to be a very favour-able sphere of labour. The gathering
of people is very large from ten miles
round ; and for this market alone it
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is worth having two preachers. Who
knows to how many homes far around
the preached Gospel and the Book
given may thus be borne ?  More and
more openings presented themselves
for work in all directions-by land
in the dry season, and by boats in
the rainy season; and the agents are
unwelcome nowhere.

"There was one very distressing
occurrence in this visit, however.
The little staff of workers had pre-
viously consisted of two men with
their families-John Sircar and his
son-in-law, Manik Chondoo. John
was found with his nervous system
unstrung, morbid, and completely
unfitted for work. It was a matter
of great

grief to him, as well as toall concerned : but it was very mani-
fest that it would be injurious to
himself, and not beneficial to the
mission, to retain him at Fureedpore.
He has therefore been removed to
another station ; but he is not with-
out hope that he may one day enter
again upon the Lord's work there,
and Mr. Page also hopes that this
may be the case. Thus the mission
at Fureedpore has been deprived of
the leading agent : but, as Mr. Page
afterwards says respecting his own
afflictions, ` Sickness is of God, and
to endure it in holy patience is to
serve Him.'

"One thing was felt to be very de-
sirable, and that was to have a few
more Christian families who shall
form a nucleus for others coming out
from heathenism. This we hope will
be gradually accomplished. If in
this way we make firm outhold, the
tree will take root, and fruit will
come by-and-by.

"After this visit to Fureedpore,
our brother did not write again for
three months. His next letter was
dated from a spot about  1,500  miles
from Fureedpore. Almost immedi-
ately after his return from our sta-
tion to his home he was utterly
exhausted, and had to flee for very
life from Lower Bengal to the refuge
in the Mountain, Simlah. By the
blessing of God Mr. and Mrs. Page
were greatly restored in the hills,
and our brother very soon found
plenty of work to do for Christ in
that retreat. Our mission at Fureed-
pore has experienced an inestimable
loss by missing his more immediate

superintendence. The Committee,
however, supposing from some com-
munications  which  reached them that
Mr. Page was  probably  free to enter
into more direct relations with our
Society, instructed the Secretary to
correspond  with  Mr. Page upon this
subject. Mr. Page's reply has not
led to any definite understanding
upon this point .  But our trust is
that ,  if the  Lord will,  our brother's
health  maybe speedily  restored ; and
he assures the Society that our cause
at Fureedpore is ever dear to him,
and, directly or indirectly, he hopes
to assist us in our work.

"In the letter that came to hand
by the November  mail, some ac-
count is supplied of the labours of
our agents .  A little tabular state-
ment presents the following facts :-
Brief abstract from February to the
end of  July--Eighty- four villages have
been visited, the people have been
talked with ,  and all who would take
books have been supplied with them.
Eighty New Testaments have been
left in eighty of the above villages ;
3250 single Gospels ,  and 3492 tracts,
have been distributed .  Nine thou-
sand two hundred and sixty-three
Hindoos ,  and seven thousand three
hundred and  fifty-five Mohamme-
dans ,  have been conversed with on
the matter of the great salvation.
Three months and twenty days were
spent chiefly in the distribution of
books ; two months and twenty days
almost entirely in preaching.

"When  the agents commenced
visiting these villages the people
seemed to be in a state of wonder-
ment, evidently not having heard of
the name of Christ before, or of His
holy  religion . By-and-by, however,
when the preachers were better
known ,  they were on the whole very
well received .  In some places their
books were accepted with joy and
respect ,  whilst the people acknow-
ledged that Christianity  was the only
true religion ;  and in some places
they promised to renounce caste, and
join the little Christian community.
Some of the people asked to be
allowed to copy out the ten com-
mandments and the history of the
creation ,  and copies were made and
taken away .  In other places the life
and sufferings of our Lord seemed to
be the most  attractive  subject. In

C
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one place, while the preacher was
speaking of Christ's sufferings and
death, three old persons were deeply
affected and shed many tears. In
many instances the women of a
village have manifested not a little
interest both in the message and in
the books. Many hundreds have
listened to the Gospel, the better
classes hiding themselves while
listening : indeed, but for this little
agency, the women of eighty-four
villages had never heard the way of
life. A Hindoo widow of about 40
years of age received two little books ;
after a little while she came in to
Fureedpore, found out the agents,
and asked for  a copy  of the New
Testament. After a little conversa-
tion with her, the preachers were
assured that she had read the first
books, therefore willingly granted
her wish. Several schools have been
visited and the boys talked with,
while all who could read have had
a Gospel given to them.

"Thus our brethren Manik and
Ramehaud write hopefully, and Mr.
Page thinks that considering our
small agency the work is going on
satisfactorily. When we look away
from our own little field of labour
and regard the condition of India at
large, the field seems white unto the
harvest. And nothing seems to
promise greater good to India than
the desire which is beginning to pre-
vail among Hindoo gentlemen for
the education of their wives and
daughters. Let this reform spread;
ler the women be educated; let them
be brought into contact with
Christian thought and Christian
light, and we may then believe that
another generation of the inhabitants
of that land will look back upon the
idolatry and foulness of the India of
to-day with the same wonder and
pity as the islanders of the Southern
Sea regard the idols which their
fathers worshipped. Let the churches
of South Australia show a practical
faith in the Gospel by proclaiming
it at home, proclaiming it in India,
proclaiming it throughout the world.
`God be merciful unto us and bless
us, and cause His face to shine upon
us, that Thyway maybe known upon
earth, Thy saving health among all
nations. Let the people praise Thee,
O God ; lot all the people praise
Thee,"

Mr. J. Cumming read the finan-
cial report, showing receipts to 22nd
November, £24512s. ; disbursements,
£218 7s.; balance in hand, £27 5s.
(See Balance-Sheet on cover.)

Mr. C. H. Goode then moved the
adoption of the report which had
been read. In listening to it lie had
been deeply struck by the magnitude
of the work proposed to be done.
This colony, when compared with
India, was small indeed; and the
Baptist denomination in this colony
occupied but a limited sphere. Eng-
land had undertaken a great work
in evangelizing the whole of India,
and the population of England com-
pared with India, was as one in ten;
our own population here was as one in
five compared with that of the dis-
tricts taken up. If they would try to
realize the numbers stated, they
would not fail to comprehend the vast
extent of the work. Fureedpore, the
mission station, was a town with
nearly thrice the population of Ade-
laide, and in the districts around
there were 1511 villages where the
truth had not beforebeen proclaimed.
Out of those 1511 the report stated
84 had been visited, so that the work
was yet only in its infancy. He
trusted it would prove like the snow-
ball, by continuing to gather in
dimensions, that the converts would
exert an influence around them and
bring in new converts. The report
told them land had been purchased,
and houses erected for the mission-
aries. Some might doubt the ex-
pediency of holding freehold property
in India with its uncertain tenure,
but it was in any case well to have
a home for the mission from which
their agents could not be turned out.
He noticed gospels and tracts had
been distributed, and 17, 000to 18, 000
conversed with. They could not of
course know the results of this ; they
could leave it to God. They knew
that " stronger is he that is for us,
than he that is against us," and that
"the knowledge of the Lord  would
cover the whole earth." The Society
had his warm sympathy, and he
was glad that that, his last public
appearance in South Australia,
was in connection with it. He hoped
the great and glorious work would go
on ; there were prospects of its exten-
sion, but it would be gradual, and
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they must be faithful in their
individual duties.

Rev. H. J. Lambert seconded the
motion. It had been said the mis-
sionary spirit in a church was like
the pulse in the human body, a true
indication of the health of the life
within, and he thought there was
truth in the saying. If the members
of a church had no love for souls, no
desire to spread the knowledge of
the truth, they might have a name
to live, but that was all. If they re-
alized God's love to them in all His
varied dealings, His care over them,
then His love would beget love in
them, and they would feel bound
to spread the truth among their
fellow-nien ; if they did not re-
alize  this fully, they fell short of
the important and glorious experi-
ence it was  theirs now to enjoy.
At a meeting  in this city it had
been said one reason  why less in-
terest was taken in missions here,
than in England, was because we
were nearer the  field of labour. If
that were the case, and it was true
that the church was awakened to
missionary  effort simply by stirring
tales,  and the interest attaching to
something foreign, then they were
working upon a wrong basis, they
were  working from impulse rather
than principle. Distance has always
charms to an Englishman, but that
should not be the motive power to
missions  ; it should be simply love
to God who has redeemed us, and
bidden us go and work bearing the
glad message  to all, The disciples
were enjoined to preach, begin
ning  at Jerusalem, but they were
not to stop there ; and while
charity begins at home it does not
stop there, and they should not rest
content as long as there was a place
where the gospel was not preached.
It was desirable, however, to con-
centrate their efforts. God worked
in this way by educating one people,
ordaining one priesthood, one temple,
thereby the better to diffuse the
truth. So now each church had its
own special field. India had been the
field of the Baptists ever since the
clays of the illustrious Carey. The
work might seem great to them, but
it was not so great as the evangeliza-
tion of the whole world, for the first
120 disciples; and if they worked in

the right spirit , God would be with
them. If they watched His guiding
hand ,  and committed their ways to
Him, He would bless them ,  and the
feeble man would be found doing a
work to make the world wonder.
There might be clouds over them ;
business was depressed ,  friends were
leaving them  ;  the denomination
would feel the loss of Mr. Goode,
with whom they were soon to part.
Nevertheless while the sky was dark
God was at  work. As in the morn-
ing the clouds might obscure the
sun, and cause gloom ,  yet they
would still remember the sun was
rising behind the clouds ,  and would
soon shine forth with higher and
fuller  light. Let  them be sincere--
of single purpose and aim, conscious
that God was with them, and they
needed not to care for the difficulties
of the way .  It was God 's work, but
Christians were toprovidethe means.
The Lord, speaking to Israel when
they were slow and negligent to serve
Him, said "Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse ,  and prove me if
I will not open the windows of
heaven and pour you out a blessing."
They must prove Him by their sin-
cerity. The prssage in the Psalms,
"Thy people shall be made willing
in the day of Thy power ,"  would
more properly be read  " Thy people
shall bewillingnesses "- or in modern
language they were to be volunteers
in the work .  Having received the
truth ,  they must shine and reflect
the light.  He who used his talents
faithfully was rewarded ,  while the
man who buried his talent out of
sight was punished .  If they realized
their blessings and their responsibili-
ties they would do their part, and
God would crown their efforts. He
urged them to prayer to that end.

The Rev. W. A.  Claxton proposed
that the following gentlemen be the
members of the Committee for the
ensuing year-Revs. G. Stonehouse,
H. L. Tuck,  W. A. Claxton, R.
Parkin, S. Mead , D.  Badger, H. J.
Lambert ,  and Messrs . T. Barnes,
J. Neill, J.  Kentish, S. Summers,
E. Edwards , W. K. Thomas, and
J. A. Holden ;  Treasurer, Mr. J.
Cumming  ;  Secretary , Rev. J.  Price.
He thought it right for them to copy
the English example of  having each
meeting in the metropoli s, but re-
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gretted to see such a small number
present. They could remember the
times when missionary meetings had
been largely attended, what interest
they had taken in them in their boy.
hood, when at the meetings news
from the mission fields was given,
and impressions made on their young
minds not easily effaced ! But if
they did not have the outward in-
terest of former days, they possessed
something perhaps better in their
organization for work. They did
not wish so much for the excitement
of meetings, but that there should
be a true interest in the heart
shown in the outward daily life.
Mention had been made of the
missions in connection with our de-
nomination ; and he did not hesitate
to say-with all deference to the
views of others-that no class of
Christians were so well adapted to
work in India as the Baptists; and
the statement was one he could
prove. When the natives were con-
verted, and brought from their
heathen darkness, it was necessary
that there should be some distin-
guishing act to draw a line between
their former and present state.
When a man read in the Gospel he
must repent, believe in Christ, and
be baptized, he came to the mission-
ary seeking baptism. But with
other sections of Christians, when a
man took this step he also brought
his family-whether converted or
not-and they were Christianized by
being baptized : so that in this way
there was being raised up in India a
numerous class of merely nominal
Christians who were ignorant of the
power of the Gospel, mingled idol-
atry with Christianity, and rested
themselves on the fact that their
parents were Christians. He thought
this was a great bar to the progress
of the Truth, and it was ever with
with deep sorrow he thought of these
nominal Christians. He did not wish
to hurt the prejudices of others, but
must express his feelings. If what
he had said were true, they would
see how strong their obligation to
make known the ordinances distin-
guishing Christians. The Baptists
had ever been in the forefront of the
denominations in Indian missions,
and it was a great thing to have been
the pioneers of the Truth among

200, 000, 000 of their fellowmen ; but
he thought they had not yet arisen
to a sense of their responsibility.
There seemed to be three classes
among them-the missionary Bap-
tists, who gave their aid to the
work ; the ad-missionary Baptists,
who recognized its importance but
gave little towards it ; and the
o-missionary Baptists, who forgot
to do anything at all. He had'
himself been in India, though
at a distance from Fureedpore, and
he could judge of that place by
what he had seen elsewhere. People's
ideas as to missionary work were
often very romantic ; but if they saw
it in its everyday life, they would
know how otherwise it was. There
were no fine chapels there, their
places were of the rudest description
-indeed, a chapel to hold 200 per-
sons could be run up very quickly,
and cost 15s. They were merely
temporary places erected wherever
there might be for a time a popula-
tion ; and the missionaries resorted to
manifold schemes for inducing the
people to attend. He considered the
work carried on in the bazaars one
of the most important in India, for
in these places all classes were col-
lected together, and men would there
hear the Word without fear of the
stigma attaching to them for hav-
ing attended a Christian chapel.
Had any good been done in India ?
he was confident there had, and
eternity would show it. He nar-
rated some incidents which had come
under his own notice before he left
India ; of one who had been im-
pressed by the truth, had given him-
self no peace till he believed in the
Saviour, and he became a centre-
point from which the truth spread to
his family and neighbours ; of another
young man who had his heathen pre-
judices broken down, andwas in after
days preaching to one of the most in-
telligent congregations in Madras.
He thought they should not be too
careful to have European mission-
aries ; they were of course the pio-
neers ; but the work would be best
carried out by means of the native
converts ; they seemed to have more
energy, and were less thoughtful of
their own comforts and remunera-
tions. They seemed to ever remember
they were not their own, and that
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they were therefore to glorify God in
their bodies and spirits, which were
His ; they thought of their Lord
who though rich, yet for their sakes
became poor, and to them any sacri-
fice they could make in return seemed
as nothing. He had never seen a
native Indian Christian who was
not filled with the desire to bene-
fit his fellows. They were not to
think the work was becoming less
because more agencies were em-
ployed ; even now all the agents
at work are but a handful among
the 280 millions of people there ;
he thought much more might be
done in the way of circulation of
bibles, tracts, and christian literature;
for whenever a book fell into the
hands of a native, it was read aloud
to others, and thus the good news
spread, and even the unconverted
man be the means of spreading it.
God's word is a power unto salvation,
but how could it be heard unless it
was preached and circulated, and he
urged them to increase their funds
and send more to do it. Let them
pray early and late, and aid by their
contributions, and the Lord's bless-
ing would be on them.

Rev. S. Mead, in seconding, would
merely make a few incidental re-
marks. The attendance though not
large, he thought encouraging, tak-
ing into account the fact they had no
missionary from the field to speak to
them, and nothing of special interest
to report. He did not know what
intelligence the overdue mail might
bring them ; but possibly the way
might shortly be opened up for them

to engage Mr. Page's services alto-
gether, that he might devote his
whole time to their work. No de-
finite arrangement had yet been
made, and the committee only
wished to act in accordance with
the views of the Society ; he only
mentioned it as a question that
would probably be brought up ; he
would remind them of what might,
perhaps, seem a little startling,
viz. - that they could support
twenty native missionaries for one
European. They did not wish to
give up the native agents, but rather
increase the number ; and the in-
crease of expense to the Society, they
might expect to be considerable.
He spoke of the necessity of keep-
ing the question of the mission
ever before them, and not giving it
their sympathies merely at the an-
nual meeting ; they should remember
constantly, in their prayers, the
three quarters of a million of people
whose evangelization was left to
their missionaries. They were them-
selves true missionaries, if they
gave their prayers and means.
He regretted much the departure
of their friend Mr. Goode, and was
sure it would be a special trial to
their Chairman. Mr. Goode had
always been ready with words of
cheer, with help and sympathy,
whenever needed ; and their heart-
felt expression must be, they were
sorry he was going. They could
but commend him to God, and the
word of His grace, and hope for his
speedy return to this colony.

FORMATION OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH, NORWOOD.

On Wednesday evening, the 18th
December, a deeply interesting and
impressive service was held in the
Town Hall, Norwood, for the pur-
pose of forming the new Church,
consisting of twenty-five members-
twenty-four from Flinders Street
Baptist Church, and one from
Moonta. In the congregation we
observed many brethren from the
parent Church, Flinders Street, and
from Magill, as well as from the
immediate neighbourhood.

About half-past seven o'clock the
service commenced by singing the
hymn, " Our God, our help in ages
past," &c. The Rev. J. Price, of
Alberton, read from God's word, and
offered prayer. The hymn, f° O God
of Bethel, by whose hand," &c.,
was then sung, and Mr. Price de-
livered a very interesting and in-
structive address - subject, "The
Advantages of Church Fellowship."
At the close of this address, after
singing "Glorious things of Thee
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are spoken," &c., Mr. T. Barnes, of
Magill, and Mr. W. K. Thomas, of
Flinders Street Church, offered
prayer, commending the new cause
to God. One verse more being sung,
" Come fill  our hearts with inward
strength," &c., Mr. Holden read the
following letters-the first from
Flinders Street, dismissing those who
were to form the new Church ; the
second from Moonta, dismissing Mr.
Lambert, who has been invited to
take the oversight of the Norwood
cause :-

"Adelaide, 12th Dec., 1867.
" From the Flinders Street Baptist

Church. To the twenty-fpur
members about to unite in the
new Church at Norwood.

"Dear Friends in Jesus-
"Your request to be dismissed from

our Church, in order to be formed
into a separate Church at Norwood,
was read at our Church Meeting held
last evening. The request was at
once acceded to, and I was desired
to prepare a letter signifying the
same, which letter is to be read by
the Deacons, and also at the next
Church Meeting, in order to a full
entry in our Church Minute-book.

" I have no doubt but that I am
expressing the sentiments of the
Church in saying that we cordially
approve of the steps now being taken.
We believe that this movement has
taken a practical shape at the right
time. It is a little over four years
ago that some of us seriously con-
templated the immediate establish-
ment of a Baptist cause at Norwood.
Even practical measures were then
adopted to secure it. So far as we
can see, the only circumstance which
then prevented the realization of our
wishes was an earnest appeal from
friends in Dunedin to the brother
who was to have laboured at 1NTor-
wood, that he would transfer his
labours to New Zealand. Since that
time the importance of the Norwood
scene of labour has not been lost
sight of. Again and again have com-
munications been sent to England,
with a view to the obtaining of a
suitable minister. We strongly feel,
therefore, the solemn obligations of
the course now being pursued.

" It is now about seven years since
some of you committed yourselves to
and became identified with the move-

ment which issued in the establish-
ment of our Church. We know your
hearts were with us then, and that
you have continued unchanged in
your devotions to the welfare of our
Church. Some of us painfully feel
your leaving us, although having a
clear conviction that it is right.
Others among you have been united.
with our Church for such a period
of years as that you have felt en-
tirely one with us. Some of you
are young in your attachment to
what we are beginning to call `Old
Flinders Street' ; yet we doubt not
but that to you all our Church has
been a happy and loved spiritual
home. It has been my privilege to
baptize quite half of your number ;
and over not a few of you I have
rejoiced as having in Christ Jesus
`begotten you through the gospel.'

"Speaking on behalf of the Church,
we do earnestly and affectionately
commend you all to God, and we
sincerely pray that in your new ca-
pacity as a Church, you may work
together unitedly, lovingly, heartily,
and successfully, for the glory of our
blessed Lord. May all needed grace,
mercy, and peace, abound toward
you.

" On behalf of the Church,
" Yours faithfully and affectionately

in Christ Jesus."
[Signed by the Pastor and the

Deacons. ]

"December 11th, 1867.
"From the Baptist Church at

Moonta. To the Friends
forming the Baptist Church
at Kensington and Norwood.

"Dear Brethren-
" In resigning to you our beloved

brother and pastor, the Rev. H. J.
Lambert, we feel that we are per-
forming a painful duty.

"We cordially commend him to
you in all Christian love, and ear-
nestly pray that his ministrations
may be abundantly blessed, in the
building up of the Church, and in
the extension of the Redeemer's
Kingdom.

" We are, Dear Brethren,
" Yours very truly."

[Signed by the Deacons.]

Mr. Lambert then, addressing the
Rev. Silas Mead, read the following



letter, requesting him to form the
Church :-

" Norwood, 18th Dec., 1867.
" Reverend and beloved Sir-

"0n behalf of those who are about
to unite in church fellowship
here, and whose names have
now been read, I am requested
to address youthefollowing :-

" Having been all, with only one
exception, members of the Baptist
Church meeting in Flinders Street,
Adelaide, and over which it is your
happiness to preside, we desire to
express our deep sense of the very
kind feeling, and affectionate regret
with which we are now dismissed
from its fellowship. We shall ever
hold in grateful remembrance the long
and uninterrupted Christian inter-
course and communion we have en-
joyed with you, dear Sir, and with
the office-bearers, and members of
the Church. We feel that the
Flinders Street Baptist Church has
been to us-under God- the nursery
of our faith and love in the Gospel ;
and while separating from you in
name, we are confident we can never
be separate from you in heart and
interest. In the step which we now
take,  acting as  we believe under the
guidance and by the constraining
power of God Almighty, we are very
thankful that we enjoy the presence,
and full approval, and sympathy of
yourself and brethren in Christ ; and
that here to-night we can unitedly
pray the great Head of the Church
that He will  send us  now true pros-
perity.

" Constrained  by common  desires,
and common  convictions of duty in
this matter, we have consented
together to unite in fellowship and
labour, for the purpose of preaching
the Gospel, and extending the king-
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ in this
neighbourhood ; and we cordially re-
quest that you, dear Sir, would now
give form and definiteness  to us as a
Church, by extending to each one of
us, in the name of our fellow members,
the right hand of Christian fellow-
ship

" May we all ever be bound to
each other's hearts by the strongest
ties of Christian love-be ever assis-
ted by each other's counsel, strength-
ened by each other's co-operation,
and sustainedby each other's prayers.

May the Triune Ever-blessed God-
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-Source
and Giver of all blessings, accept and
establish this the work of our hands
upon us ; and unto Him we will
ever ascribe the praise."

Mr. Mead, with deep feeling, re-
sponded by a few most kind and
appropriate remarks. Subjoined is
a portion of the address delivered:-

Dear Dear Brethren and Sisters in the
Lord Jesus-

With mingling feelings of pain
and pleasure I stand here this even-
ing, to give you some words of fare-
well counsel. It is a `farewell'-a
`God-be-with-you'-that I have to
utter to-night; yet, at the same time,
it falls upon me to give you in your
new capacity as a Church a message
of salutation. I cease to be your
Pastor from this night. In that
relation I have stood, towards some
of you, for more than six years. I
do trust that you all  may be very
happy in your relation to your new
Pastor.

" The memories of our mutual past
are, we gratefully acknowledge,.
sweet-the sweetness has sprung
from the grace of God bestowed upon
us. My wish now is to direct your
attention to the actual present and
to the prospective future, in so far
as we can discern your relations to
both.

"Planted, constituted, designated,
called to be and consecrated as a
Church of God the Father and of
Jesus Christ our Lord, you enter to-
night on a new individual existence.
You are now and will hereafter be
recognized as one of the Churches,
of God. You will have an inde-
pendent identity. As a Church con-
stituted after the order of the New
Testament, no other Church can
interfere with your self-government.
You are a distinct body. No dio-
cesan can even have a voice in your
Church without your sufferance ; no.
presbytery may legislate for you ; no
conference will at its pleasure take
from you your minister, nor arbi-
trarily set another over you. Hence-
forth you are completely under your
Lord and King, Jesus. He is to you
in the place of and is better than
Bishop, Presbytery, or Conference.
You are His Church-the Church is
not yours ;-you are His subjects,
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and therefore have only to obey His
laws.

" The  independence  is not synono-
mous with the  isolation  of churches.
We contend for such independence,
but we deprecate isolation. As
churches, we eschew legislation as
coming from without ; but we invite
sympathy, co-operation, the inter-
change of friendly services. In the
present instance, I very sincerely
hope that between this Church and
the Church from which you have
come-that is, between the daughter
and the mother-there may always
be a true and earnest feeling of mu-
tual confidence and of Christ-like
love. The Mother Church may need
your help, then help us ; you may
require.our help, we will try to ren-
der it. Such, I believe, is the true
nature of the relation the Churches
of Jesus Christ ought to sustain
and develop towards each other.

" But what of the churches round
you, that are not of the same faith
and order? I counsel gentleness,
forbearance, love, and fidelity. It
needs no prophet's eye to see that
here, situated as you are, you will
need to possess all these qualities.
Your Church, character, and reputa-
tion, may have rude shocks to en-
dure ; be gentle, notwithstanding.
Harsh judgments may be formed and
pronounced against you ; be patient.
Unlovely procedure may be exhibited
towards you ; yet, let love be the
mainspring of your action. But
with all this must be conjoined
fidelity-a grace for the exercise of
which you will probably have abun-
dant scope.

" Then, brethren and sisters in
`the faith,' your mission is to bear
testimony on behalf of Christ's  truth.
I do trust that all the vital and fun-
damental doctrines of the gospel may
be firmly held by you and faithfully
proclaimed in your midst. May your
minister never preach any other
truths than such as are well under-
stood to be involved in the phrase,
`the doctrines of the cross.'

" But you conscientiously hold
some truths which are not held by
the other churches around you. You
believe it to be the duty of the par-
doned and justified disciple of Jesus
to be immersed unto the Triune

name, as an act of obedience to the
command of Christ, and as an out-
ward representation of death unto
the world and of life in Christ Jesus.
It becomes you to let this `your
light so shine before men that they
seeing' this your good work `may
glorify your Father who is in
heaven.' There is nothing in our
view of Christ's ordinance of im-
mersion for us to be proud of, but
most assuredly there is nothing for
us to be ashamed of. By earnestly
maintaining and proclaiming the
truth as it is in Jesus in relation
to baptism, you maybe charged with
proselytizing. Be it so : let fidelity to
truth be called by this or by any other
term intended as a stigma ; take no
heed thereof ; it is yours to aim in
leading others from error to truth.
This is a Christ-like, a God-like
work. We would have you respect
the conscientious convictions of
others ; but if you as conscientiously
believe these convictions to be erro-
neous, then you will best show your
respect to  your  neighbours' judgment
by trying in all courteous and legiti-
mate ways to enlighten it and free
it from error. * S

" In conclusion, let me say that I
feel stronglythe great responsibilities
which as a Church you now assume.
Your position, your work, your tes-
timony, all remind you of these
solemn obligations. One way of
meeting them is truly to realize them.
Many eyes will be upon you. Some
will watch your career with hopeful
anticipation. Many a prayer will
ascend to God for success to attend
you. Once more, dear brethren, I
commend you to God, who is able to
keep you from falling, and to pre-
sent you faultless before the pre-
sence of His glory with exceeding
joy ; tothe only wiseGod ourSaviour,
be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and ever-Amen."

Mr. Mead then gave to each the
right hand of Christian fellowship.

Throughout, deep feeling pervaded
the meeting, and we could not but
feel God was in the midst to bless.

This most interesting service was
brought to a close by the administra-
tion of the Lord's Supper, in the ob-
servance of which ordinance other
Christian brethren united with the
newly-constituted church.
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