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PREFACE.

THE present
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Readers intimately acquainted with the more recent
events in South Australia will doubtless
defective in many particulars.
under

circumstances

find the book

It has been prepared

which excluded the possibility

unlimited reference to local documents.

of

Such as it is,

however, it is respectfully commended to the attention
of the public, and especially to that portion

who take

an interest in the welfare and prosperity of our Colonial
Possessions.

C'-RASMERE
, WESTMORLAND,
4th June, 1866.
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SOUTH
AUSTRALI
ITS PROGRESS

AND PROSPERITY.

CHAPTER

I.

COLONIZATION.

ALTHOUGH the
British
Government
have
been
for
many years past largely engaged in the work of colonization, it can scarcely be affirmed that their colonizing
tendencies have been of a very extravagant
or excessive
order.
Somehow or other, they have found themselves
with colonies on their hands ; or they have been constrained, by the obligations
of a common nationality,
to
afford protection
and assistance
to small offshoots
of
their people who have migrated to distant parts of the
world, and afterwards
grown into colonies ; but colonization has not been generally cultivated by British statesmen as a great system of social amelioration
and human
progress. And yet, to the colonial empire of England, the
mother country is largely indebted for her commercial
prosperity and internal peace.
The outflow of population
to new and remunerative
fields of labour has not only
kept down redundancy
and preserved
a healthy vitality
in the various branches
of trade, but it has conduced
to the prosperity
and means of usefulness
of tens of
thousands
of enterprising
emigrants,
and contributed

1

2

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

immensely to the increase of the imports and exports of
the United Kingdom.
The Australian
Colonies , the most prosperous of all
the dependencies of the British Crown , and destined to
a still greater future , were the result of accident rather
than design.
New South Wales and Van Diemen's
Land were originally the mere receptacles of the felonry
of England, and it was not until after a great fight with
the home authorities, that the vast natural advantages of
those countries were ,clmitted as a reason why they
should be occupied exclusively by free communities.
And
even after transportation to the eastern colonies had been
abolished , a colony upon the western border of the continent was selected as the receptacle of home criminals,
and is still being used as such . In the chapter on the
relations between the colonies and the mother country, I
have referred more particularly to the subject of transportation to Western Australia . I mention it now simply
to show, that a strong and enlightened view of the great
national advantages of colonization has not always operated with the British Government in the founding of
colonies . And I .i.ght further strengthen this position,
by pointing out the disinclination frequently manifested
to assume the sovereignty of large and fertile islands,
which afford every natural facility for the settlement of
great masses of people , and particularly to the resistance
offered to the colonization of so important a country as
New Zealand.

Whilst, however, it is clear that British statesmen
have not been forward to inaugurate the work of colonization, it must be admitted that the colonies under their
care have been, on the whole , well and efficiently
governed . The enlightened policy of many of the members of the Government holding the seals of the Colonial
office, has tended much to foster and develop the energies
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