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PREFACE.

Tuis narrative of family life in the early days of the Colony,

between the years of 1837 and 1845, is dedicated by the writer
to her  nieces,  in whose happiness and welfare she has ever taken

a warm and loving interest. It was begun to amuse them and a
few intimate friends some years ago, before a sorrow too deep for

words to express visited and made desolate her once bright and
happy home. For a long time it was impossible to proceed with

the work, and then it was only continued at the particular request
of a dear sister-the " Lena" of these pages. She encouraged

the writer with the thought that the narrative would be valued

by her young relatives when the hand that penned it was at

rest in the grave ; and so, notwithstanding its numerous defects,

and though the revival of old memories and happier years

brought many a heart-pang with them, the task was resumed,
and is now brought to a hasty conclusion. Added are two

pieces of original poetry which the author ventures to publish,

as they, with the memoirs preceding them, are only intended
for the indulgent eyes of friendship and affection. Not

without difficulty, and solely because it gave her sorrowing

sister, in copying out and arranging them, the occupation she

sorely needed, was Lena's consent gained to include her letters
in this volume.

MOUNT LOFTY, 1881.
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CHAPTER II.

ARRIVAL AT KANGAROO ISLAND.

There had been occasional showers of rain all day, and just as the
good old ship-incommodious as she was-dropped anchor in Nepean
Bay, the sun burst forth from behind the clouds with Oriental
splendour, followed by a glorious rainbow, which, stretching from one
part of the horizon to the other, formed a complete arch, with its
beautiful prismatic hues of crimson, green, and gold reflected in the
water. An omen for good it was hoped to be by some of those
wanderers from their native land, and fervent, prayers were offered up
to the Giver of all good, who had mercifully brought them, their wives
and families, in safety across the mighty deep to their adopted
country.

In a short time a boat was seen putting off to the ship, containing
the Company's chief manager, his second in command, and one or two
others, from whom they received a polite, though not very cordial
welcome The first-named gentleman, a sharp, shrewd Scotchman
and clever man of business, presided over the mundane concerns of his
employers during the week, and also officiated on the Sunday in a neat
commodious tent appropriated to Divine service. He was a good man,
of that there can be no doubt, though it may be somewhat straight-
laced and puritanical in his religious views. Indeed he was not unlike
one of those stern old covenanters we read about in history, and might
have sat for the portrait of even the renowned " John Knox " himself,
so saturnine was the expression of his face, and so averse was he to
every species of recreation and merriment. And yet, what this weary
world of ours would be, with all its endless cares and disappointments,
without a little fun and laughter, it is hard to say. Clouds too
frequently obscure the sunshine of existence, and darken the brightest
homes with sorrow, so that all work and no enjoyment would make the
wrinkles come, and the hair turn grey, even sooner than they do at
present ; aye, before youth itself had passed away.

The next morning early a boat was lowered for some of the party,
nothing loth, to go ashore; but on nearing the landing-place, as there
was no jetty, the ladies were not a little dismayed to find they must
consent to be carried in the sailors' arms. This mode of conveyance,
though somewhat primitive and undesirable, was, however, of little
moment compared with the agreeable fact that they found themselves
once more with their feet on solid ground.

On looking round, they were surprised to see how much had been
done in so short a space of time, the settlement having only been formed
the year before. The first object noticeable was a neat wooden tene-
ment, painted white, which they were told was the counting-house.
Close by stood the large wholesale store and workshops ; whilst building
materials of every description, boats, casks, and machinery were lying
about in all directions. Then a little farther on, up the cliff, the retail
store and a row of cottages for the workmen were pointed out ; and in
the distance two or three stone and brick houses were visible, with some
really excellent framed wooden ones, that had been brought from
Tasmania ; besides sundry tents and bush huts.

The point of land chosen for the township had been named
"Kingscote," after one of the directors of the Company, and was
cleared of the tall scrub, though still plentifully besprinkled with low
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the river at the ford, to that pretty village. Before establishing them-
selves at Tanunda, Hahndorf, and other places in the country, the
Germans had formed a settlement at this place on the banks of the
Torrens, and had congregated there. They were an industrious, quiet,
well-behaved people, principally occupied in supplying the town with
the produce of their gardens, and in growing corn. The women (who
might be seen at all hours, in their foreign dress, trudging backwards
and forwards to town, with enormous bundles of clothes upon their
shoulders, and occasionally driving wood-carts, drawn by bullocks) were
the chief laundresses of Adelaide, and seemed to be as muscular and
strong as the men, and never for a moment idle.

The village contained one long street, with picturesque cottages on
either side. These had overhanging thatched roofs, and the gable end
of each, with its latticed window, faced the street, instead of the usual
doorway (as is the English custom), which gave the place4a quaint,
foreign look. About the centre stood a Lutheran chapel, which
appeared to be much frequented-the bell during the week, as well as
on the Sundays, often summoning the villagers to prayer.

The pastor's house was larger than the others, and was built precisely
after the same plan ; but, though very plainly furnished, the sitting-room
was of good size, cool and airy, and all was in the nicest order. From
daylight in the morning till sundown the people were actively employed
in reaping the corn, and in various ways ; after that hour, when the
kine had come home, the work of watering the gardens began, and
finer cucumbers, marrows, and melons were never raised anywhere
than here. One afternoon Minnie, taking Effie and the " sea-born " with
her, went for a stroll into the cornfields. As she approached a group
of bright merry-looking girls, who were busy tying together the sheaves
of corn, she noticed two of the number run off, talking and laughing,
to an adjoining cottage. Presently they returned with a small paper
parcel, from whence they extracted a long strip of fresh white ribbon.
They tied this prettily round a bunch of the wheat ears, and with
many bows and smiles presented it to her, explaining, in their broken
English, that it was a custom of their country when a stranger for the
first time entered the cornfields. Minnie, who thought it a decidedly
pretty custom, begged them to take a little gift from her in exchange,
in the shape of some silver, which they at first refused, but afterwards
were induced to accept. The little incident was all so pleasantly and
courteously conducted, that she never could look upon it in the same
light as the "black-mail " which is levied by English hop-pickers under
similar circumstances-their manners being proverbially rough, coarse,
and displeasing.

The day they were to leave Klemzig, some fresh arrivals from
Germany, who were to be guests of the pastor's, were introduced to
them. They were a very  grimy  old lady, who could not speak a word
of English, and whose antipathy to water was disagreeably manifest,
her niece, and the young pastor to whom she was betrothed. There
was a grand piano in the room belonging to this Fraulein, who had been
a teacher of music in Berlin, and Mrs. A , expressing a wish to heat
her play, after a great deal of difficulty she was at length persuaded to
come into the room. 'When she entered they did not wonder at her
hesitation, for she had passed all the morning at the river-
side washing the ship clothes. With profuse apologies for her
singular costume, which consisted of nothing more than a short
night-jacket and linsey petticoat, and with her poor fingers
all seamed and drawn from her arduous employment, she
most good-naturedly sat down and played a brilliant fantasia in



ORIGINAL POETRY.

THE OLD ,  OLD DAYS.

The old, old days,  how bright were they,
Undimm'd by care and sorrow ;

Not a cloud appeared to darken the scene,
Or shadow the gay to-morrow.

No thorns were amongst the roses found,
No serpent amidst the flowers ;'And Hope told its ever flattering tale-
`I That tears were as April showers."

The birds flew by " on starry wing,"
Their carols to Heaven singing ;

The fountain bubbled o'er the bank,
Where violets were springing.

The giant gum-tree reared its head,
Unheeding wind and weather,

Protecting , 'neath its leafy shade,
Green ferns and mossy heather.

The willows drooped beside the stream
And o'er the peaceful river,

That murmured ,  softly rippling on,
" Life 's joys will last for ever."

And down the rocks the waters plunged,
In playful, joyous motion,

Leaping at length, with one wild bound,
Into the mighty ocean :

The old, old days, how bright were they,
tndimm 'd by care and sorrow ;

No clouds would appear to darken the scene,
Or shadow youth 's gay to-morrow.

Dreams ,  idle dreams-the sweet flowers fade ;
Heat dries the cooling fountain ;

Storms bend the hoary gum-tree low ;
Mist overcasts the mountain ;

Death comes to nip the fairest bud,
The fondest hearts to sever ;

Hopes blighted are, and wealth takes wing,
Earth 's pleasures vanish ever :

But there 's a region far away,
Unchangeable and vernal,

Where  j oy  is sure-knows no decay-
Unclouded and eternal.

October,  1874.



LENA'S LETTERS.

SHIP , ,

January  12, 1854.

I fully intended beginning a journal the Monday after we went on
board, but have decided on writing letters instead. So, to commence
from this day fortnight, the day we left Adelaide (it seems much longer),
we went on board the steam tug about one o'clock, and there found all
our passengers, together with a few others who were going for a pleasure
trip down the river. Just after we left the wharf there was a shout
from the shore, and a boat put off with some runaway sailors and police.
men in attendance, but we had not gone far down the river before one
of the sailors jumped overboard. I saw a man's head in the water, and
wondered if he was bathing, when the alarm was given : several thought
he must be drowned as he was heavily clothed ; but it was a great
relief to see him presently walk ashore. The steamer was delayed for a
few minutes when there was danger of his drowning ; but, though they
could easily have taken him, as he was very much exhausted, Mr.
would not stop any longer. The captain was greatly annoyed, as he had
to engage another man, and it detained us till Saturday morning.

We found the sea very rough when we got outside, and that horrid
little steamer pitched to such a degree that almost everyone was sick,
and, I can assure you, we were very glad indeed to reach the ship ; but
then the question was, how were we to get on board P I happened to be
the first handed into the boat, and it was managed in this way :
Mr. -- and one of the sailors caught hold of my arms and hauled me
on to the side of the ship, then they lowered me into the boat, and
called to the others to catch me. This was not a pleasant way of going
on board a ship, and thankful enough we were that we all arrived in
safety.

As we did not sail till Saturday there was plenty of time to put our
cabin in order. It is a good sized one, and the trunks fit in easily, so
that there is plenty of room to dress comfortably. The cuddy goes
right across the vessel, and is very airy and pleasant. From that there
is a passage leading to the stern cabins, and on each side are doors
opening into the side cabins. On New Year's Day we had calm,
delightful weather, and sat down to an excellent dinner of roast geese,
plum pudding, champagne, and dessert-the latter we have only twice a

eek. On Sundays the captain reads the Church-service. At presentweek.'
,he is kind and attentive, though rather rough in his manners.

Last Sunday it came on very rough, and towards evening we had a
violent gale. The captain and mates were up all night, and, what with
the creaking of the vessel, the howling of the wind, and the tramping
of the sailors overhead, there was hardly one that slept. We were
amused with our friend, Mr. T--, whom we heard calling to the
steward to take his compliments to the captain, and beg him to shorten

G
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