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CHAPTEE I.

IN EARLY DATS.

EOBEET GOUGEE was born on the 26th. of June,
1802. He came of an old French family, and
the name was originally pronounced GougSre.
His great-grandfather emigrated from France in
1685, on the revocation of the Edict of Mantes,
and settled in Eamsgate, where he built himself
a house. He was drowned at sea—a fate which
also befell his son George—from which it is to
be inferred that the business in which the family
were engaged had relation to mercantile affairs
connected with shipping in foreign parts.

The father of Eobert Gouger was born in 1763,
married in 1787, and died in 1840. He was
the father of eleven children, Eobert being the
youngest but one. All of these have now passed
away: four of them died young, others lived to
a good old age, John, the eldest, dying at 93,
Mary at 96, Sarah at 95, Alfred, the youngest
and unmarried, at 78.

THE FOUNDING OF SOUTH
AUSTRALIA.



10 THE POUNDING OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Eobert Gouger's mother was a remarkable
woman, and her influence left its distinct mark
on the characters of all her children. She was
particularly clever and well read, and could
enter into the studies of her children in their
school-days, however abstruse the subjects might
be, no less than when in later life her sons em-
barked on their careers. When grown to man-
hood she guided them with her counsel; it was
to her keen judgment they submitted the points
they could not solve themselves. It was she who
made the brightness, attractiveness, and happiness
of a beautiful home-life, and at the same time in-
spired her children to press forward to wider fields
of action and intellectual attainment. She lived in
advance of her time, and in knowledge and accom-
plishment was abreast of the most advanced of
the women of her day. This in no way detracted
from her activity in household duties, but only
gave a zest to them, and her wise management
enabled her to devote her time and thought to
the subjects which interested her children. With
her son Eobert, and his schemes for colonisation,
she was in such full sympathy that there was
scarcely a phase in the many-sided subject she
did not thoroughly understand, nor a situation
in which he was in perplexity in which she could
not render practical aid.

To both father and mother each member of the
family owed a deep debt of gratitude for the
formation of their characters.

Of the brothers of Eobert Gouger, the subject
of this memorial, the career of Henry was per-



CHAPTER V.

THE SOUTH AUSTKALIAN ASSOCIATION.

"WHEN the idea of starting " The South Australian
Association" forced itself on Mr. Gouger'smind, he
was anxious to proceed at once to its formation,
and as a preliminary step to call a public meeting
in order to make the matter known. He went
so far as to obtain the promise of many in-
fluential men to attend it, and his labours were
incessant in working up an interest in the new
movement; but, as Christmas was near at hand,
it was decided to postpone the meeting until the
New Year, he guaranteeing to prepare in the
meantime a sketch of the prospectus, and others
of the temporary sub-committee to prepare evi-
dence as to the soil and general capabilities of
the colony.

A few extracts from the Journal will show his
activity towards the close of this year of dis-
appointment and fruitless labour.

" November 28t/i, 1833.—Saw Mr. Pottinger, a gentle-
man introduced by Mr. Richard Norman, and who is
anxious to go to Australia. He proposes to take out
with him about sixty families from Ireland, residents
on his estates there, and about £20,000.

"December 5th.—The sub-committee appointed to
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arrange the evidence appear desirous of omitting a
considerable part of it. To this I object, on the prin-
ciple of being candid, by way of disarming opponents.

" In a conversation upon the mode of procedure
after the charter should be obtained, and upon the
first expedition, its resources, &c, Mr. Pottinger offered,
in case the necessary funds could not be readily pro-
cured, to make an advance of them upon the faith of
being repaid, with interest, when the colony should be
established, or when the trustees had effected the
required loans. . . .

" December 6th.—Pottinger proposed to get, through
the medium of Lords Bexley and Roden, the sanction
of the Bishop of London to the plan of the colony, and
his name as patron of a society for founding and en-
dowing a church.

" December 7th.—Rowland Hill called to say he had
conversed with his brother Matthew about the colony,
and that he would willingly give it his assistance if,
on close examination of the details, he approved of
them. I offered to Rowland Hill the management of
the thing at home, provided he would undertake to
work assiduously with us now in getting the plan
ready.

" December 9th.—Captain Hill called at the office;
he approves fully of the plan intended to be pursued,
and proposes to join the first party of emigrants. He
said that he would join anybody in the purchase of an
exploring vessel to the amount of .£1,000, and would
undertake the command of the ship. . . .

" December 11th.—Called on Abraham JBorradaile,
who approved fully of the prospectus and of the plan
of the Association. He would not, however, allow his
name to be placed on the committee, in consequence of
the great number of Radicals whose names appeared
there. "When some moderate persons should appear to
sanction the measure, he would then add his name.

" December 12th.—Called on Gfrote, and had a long
E



CHAPTEE XIII.

IN HOLDFAST BAY.

EXTEACTS from " Memoranda of a Eesidence in
Holdfast Bay. By Eobert Gouger."

" November 25th, 1836.—Though, the Afrieaine an-
chored here on the 9th ultimo, for the purpose of
discharging cargo, I have been obliged to neglect my
Journal in consequence of the many calls upon my
time, therefore the accounts which follow may not be
given in chronological order. On landing with Colonel
Light on the 10th, we were informed by Mr. Field, the
first officer of the Rapid, ' that a river had been recently
discovered running apparently into the creek, known
by the name of Sixteen-mile Creek'—that he had seen
it, and said it was of important magnitude. This
being the case, it became a question whether or not
the^Afrieaine should at once commence the discharge
of her passengers and cargo, or wait the report of the
Colonel. With a view to the settlement of this ques-
tion, Colonel Light, accompanied by Captain Duff, Mr.
Brown, and myself, started the next day upon a walk-
ing expedition to the river. At a distance of about
five miles we came within sight of it; it ran through
a low, swampy country, covered with most luxuriant
grass, and skirting a range of beautiful, well-wooded
hills, from the centre of which rose Mount Lofty. We
did not prolong our excursion, as the Colonel felt
satisfied that the river would be found to run to the
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creek, but, as from the nature of the country, he thought
the investigation might last some days, he felt a desire
to strengthen the party at Holdfast Bay, and disembark
there at once. He was also anxious to land without
loss of time, as the whole surveying party (officers and
men) had been unprovided with fresh meat since their
arrival, and he thought it necessary to give them a
change of food, and considered that the most advan-
tageous course would be to despatch the Africaine to
Van Diemen's Land for the purpose of bringing sheep
and oxen to the colony.

The next day, therefore, saw the ship's boat busily
employed in landing passengers and cargo. The ques-
tion now was, where to pitch our tent and build our
hut. Mr. Kingston (the Deputy Surveyor-Greneral), with
his men, were located about a mile from the beach,
but I at once determined to go further in search of a
place for my temporary abode. I at length determined
on a spot shaded by large gum-trees, in the middle of
a meadow covered with pasture of a richness hardly to
be surpassed, and more within the precincts of the
surveyor's tents. The next day, therefore, saw the
tent struck, and erected on the newly-chosen site. . . .
The first thing to be done was to transport my packages
from the beach to the tent, a distance of little more
than a mile (but not of British turn-pike road, nor with
the aid of waggons and horses). My only assistants
were Pollard, my boy Alfred, and a portable truck,
which I had brought from England. The road was
first a deep sand, then an uneven field covered with
high grass, and intersected by two gullies, which, in the
wet season, doubtless bring down water to the rivulet
running into Holdfast Bay, but they were now fortu-
nately dry. Three journeys from the beach to the
tent with laden truck was a good day's work. The
heat was sometimes very oppressive, and the mosquitoes
troublesome ; but the flies are afflicting. Nothing can
equal their cruel perseverance. . . . While these toils



APPENDIX*

THE important part played by Mr. Gouger in the
passage of the South Australian Colony Bill through,
the House of Lords, by personally interviewing the
Duke of Wellington, and arousing his profoundest sym-
pathy with the new experiment in colonisation, is set
forth in the following paper which is in serted here in
order that the sequence of events may not be broken.
Moreover, in this place, it forms a fitting sequel to the
story of " The Founding of South Australia " :—

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON AND SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

" The British public are deeply indebted to the late
Duke of Wellington, and also to the original South
Australian Commissioners, for the foundation of the
Colony of South Australia, and more especially for the
trial and establishment of the self-supporting system of
Colonisation—the experiment being tried and carried
out in South Australia, in 1836, entirely by the energy,
character, and credit of the original South Australian
Commissioners, without costing the British Public one
sixpence; whereas all the other Colonies have cost, and
are costing to this day, very large sums annually.

" The Revenue of South Australia up to the quarter
ending 80th September, 1852, was equal to £125,450
7s. 4d. per annum, and the expenditure to £72,130

* See page 137.
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