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QUEENSLAND AND HER
GOLDFIELDS.

THE OVERLAND ROUTE.

Tuts well-known name for a long sea voyage, in

which the only journey by land is somewhere about

one hundred miles, is now as familiar as a household

word. So regular are the weekly arrival and despatch

of the Peninsular and Oriental steamers, that the

general public cease to look with any degree of sur-

prise on the marvellous precision and speed with

which the mails to and from the East and the far-off

Australian Continent are now delivered.

Yet between Southampton and China there lies an

ocean route of nearly ten thousand miles ; and from

the same port to Sydney it is very nearly twelve

thousand.

Crowds of our fellow- countrymen pass to and fro

across the Isthmus every year, the greater number

being Indian passengers, and we hear continually

plenty of incidents about the Overland Route. With
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QU,'EENSLAND.

QUEENNSLwD is one of our youngest colonies ,  and per-

haps ,  until the late discoveries of gold which have been

reported from time to time in our newspapers, many

of our fellow countrymen scarcely knew whether this

important colony was on the continent of Australia or

in New  Zealand. Yet the area of Queensland is com-

puted to be nearly three times that of France, or ten

times as large as England  and Wales.

This vast extent of territory stretches from the 29th

parallel of south latitude to the shores of Torres Straits

in the 11th degree of latitude ,  a distance by the coast

of  1,550  miles .  It extends westward as far as the

137th degree of east longitude ,  but a great portion of

the interior is as yet unsettled, and almost unexplored.

The colony was erected into a separate state in 1859,

and Sir George F. Bowen was appointed governor.

The first Parliament was called  in May,  1860, and

since that date the affairs of the colony have been

managed by the two Houses and their appointed head,

the representative of the Queen.



BRISBANE AND THE  DARLING DOWNS.

Baisii.%,-.,-E is the capital of Queensland, and is situated
in latitude 27° 5" south, longitude 153" east ; time,

ten hours and twelve minutes in advance of London.

It stands on the banks of the Brisbane river, about

fifteen miles from Moreton Bay, and at an elevation of

seventy feet above the sea.

In the Appendix is inserted a copy of the Meteoro-

logical Report for 1867, by which it will be seen that

during the exceptionally hot summer of that year, the

highest reading of the thermometer was 104° in the

shade, and the lowest in the winter was 39°, the mean

for the year being 70°. The city is built on both sides

of the river, though the principal part of it lies on the

north side, where stand the fine new Houses of Parlia-

ment, Government House, and most of the public

buildings. Here also, running along a considerable

length of the river frontage, extend the very beautiful

Botanical Gardens, which are a credit to so young a

colony. Here grow freely in the open air a great many

trees and plants from different parts of the tropical



GYMPIE GOLDFIELDS (QUEENSLAND).

THERE is one institution which is now almost universal

throughout Australia, and that is the electric telegraph

-the greatest civilizer of the world. Along the

desolate and barren coast, stretching from the advanced

posts on the promontory of Cape York to the southern

shores of the great ocean, a message may now be

flashed from the remote stations of the tropics to

Sydney, Melbourne, and Adelaide, a distance of more

than 2,000 miles.

In a country where railways are very few, and all

communication with the distant towns of the interior

and on the sea-coast must be carried on by the usual

horse-tracks of the colonies, or by steam-boats, the

introduction of the electric telegraph is an inestimable

boon. The arrival of the English mail at Adelaide is

immediately telegraphed to all the eastern coasts of

Australia, and the news which has previously been

carried by " wire " from England to Ceylon, is trans-

mitted by the same rapid agency to the remotest

districts of Queensland, in an incredibly short space of



THE POTATO DISTRICT OF AUSTRALIA.

THE great heat and extreme dryness of the climate of

Queensland, and of some other parts of Australia,

render it almost impossible to grow potatoes, with any

degree of certainty : they either become dried up and

wither, or they are so over developed, that they form

hollow, decayed centres, and become unfit for food.

Fortunately, however, for the inhabitants of the hotter

regions, there exists on this continent a perfect paradise

for Irishmen, where their favourite root grows in the

most wonderful profusion, and where the whole district

may be said to live, not only actually, but metaphori-

cally, upon potatoes.

From the little ports of Belfast and Warnambool,

vessels sail forth to all parts of Australia, laden with

this valuable product, so necessary to health in a country

where the excessive abundance of all meat food might

naturally lead to an over-stimulating diet.

I happened to have a near relative practising the

law at Warnambool, and therefore paid a visit to

that town and the adjacent country. It is about one

Q



EMIGRATION.

IT will naturally be asked,  " What advantages does

Australia possess as a field for emigration ?" This is

a question very difficult to answer fully, and I can only

presume to offer a few hints from observations made

during a somewhat cursory visit. There is a large body

amongst our lower middle classes at home, who natu-

rally desire to emigrate, because they are poorly off in

England. But they are just the very people who will

be likely to be disappointed on their arrival in the

colonies. What is it that keeps them back in the first

place ? It is, that they have never been brought up to

any trade, or particular calling. Not possessed of any

capital, or of the requisite means even, to give their

children a liberal education-parents in England-who

are too proud to let their sons learn a good, solid trade

or handicraft, by which they might always earn a

livelihood, and who are also at the same time too poor

to give them that cultivation, which would enable them

to rise above the level of ordinary clerks-are sur-

prised, when they wish to place out their boys, that



General Tips

for searching and getting more from Archive CD Books products

• update to version 6 or later of Adobe Reader at www.adobe.com for the best searching capability.

• enter the MINIMUM number of characters needed to bring up the search results required

• use Adobe Reader to do some trial searches to try to identify the characters that may be misread. These can show
up in the extra text in the search results list. A few minutes trial will help you to avoid using characters that are
more prone to being misread, e.g. try entering "rederi" if you want "Frederick", but find that the letters "F" "c" and "k" 
are sometimes misread.

• use the "Match whole word" option to eliminate unnecessary items in your results list, e.g. to eliminate all the
blacksmiths and tinsmiths etc when you only want the name Smith

• use the "Match case" option when you want to eliminate all the occupations "smith" if you only want the name
"Smith"

• Don’t just search for names. Search the book for other names, places and subjects of interest:
• look for others of the same name
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• who was the postmaster or police officer in the town?
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All of this and more may be available in a seemingly mundane book such as a directory. Learn much of the background 
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