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GEOGRAPHIC  HISTORY
of

CLUE ENSLAND.

DEDICATED TO THE QUEENSLAND PEOPLE.

BY ARCHIBALD MESTON.

"IN all other offices of life '  I praise a lover of his friends, and of his native
country, but in writing history I am obliged to d}vest myself of all other obligations,
and sacrifice them all to  truth ."- Polybiua.

"Polybius weighed the authors from whom he was forced to borrow the history
of the times preceding his own ,  and frequently corrected them ,  either by comparing
them with each other, or by the light which be had received from ancient men of
known integrity among the Romans, who had been conversant with those affairs
which were then managed ,  and were yet living to instruct him.  'He  who neglected
none of the laws of history was so careful of truth that he made it his whole business
to deliver nothing to posterity which might deceive  them ."- Dryden 'a " Character of
Polybiua."

BRISBANE:
BY AUTHORITY  :  EDMUND GREGORY GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

1895.
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HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF QUEENSLAND.

AUSTRALIA.
THE name "Australia" was suggested in 1814 by Flinders, who
derived it from the "Australia del Espiritu Santo" of Torres and de
Quiros, who, in 1606, gave that title to one of the New Hebrides
Islands, in the belief that it was the great " Tierra Austral," the

Southern Continent " mentioned by earlier navigators.
The French claim the first discovery of Australia for their

countryman De (lonneville, in 1503, but the evidence is not clear
enough to show whether he really saw the continent itself, or only
Java or New Guinea.

The first mariners who saw this mighty Southern Continent are
lost'for ever in oblivion. As the Norsemen found America centuries
before Columbus, there may have been venturous sea captains along
the coast of Australia long before even the time of De Gonneville.

Possibly the first civilised men were wrecked mariners who never
returned. Spaniards, Portuguese, and Dutch navigators, back in the
dim forgotten past, searched fag seas for the " Great Southern Land,"
the "Magellanica," the "Terra Australis Incognita," which the poets
of that age described as the " wild weird clime, lying sublime, out of
space and out of time." Chinese in their search for another Java,
yielding edible nests of  Hirundoesculenta  (edible swallow), or in their
eager hope of unlimited trepang, or impelled by thirst of discovery,
may have visited the north coast of Australia long before any European
navigators.

Alvaro do Mendana, in 1567, started from Peru to look for a
southern "continent, probably seen and mentioned previously by the
captain of some ship driven far out of the ocean tracks of that period.
He found only the Solomon Islands, which he named the " Isles of
Solomon."

In 1595 be returned with people to start a settlement on the
Solomons, discovered the Marquesas and Santa Cruz Islands, where
be died, and the expedition went home.

Cornelius Houtman, the Dutchman, once an East Indian pilot in
Portuguese service, undertook to lead a Dutch expedition to the Indies,
and the result was the formation of the Dutch East India Company,
and the establishment of settlements at Java. In one voyage,  accom-
panied by his brother Frederick, Houtman reached the west coast of
Australia, and gave the name of "Houtman's Abrolhos " to some
small rocky islands forty miles north-west of Champion Bay.

In 1605 the yacht " Duvfhen" (Dove) was sent to explore New
Guinea, and the captain landed on the east side of Cape York
Peninsula, where he went south to Cape Keer-weer (turn again) and
returned to Java.

In 1606 Louis Vaz de Torres, after losing sight of Quiros at
the New Hebrides, sailed westward until, on the 31st August, he
passed through Torres Strait, unconscious that the land seen to
the southward was the north point of the great continent he was
searching for.

B
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Antimony found on Neardie run, 1872. Western opal shown in
Brisbane, September, 1872. Gold found at Enoggera, 1868. Gold
found at Talgai, 1865. First escort from Gympie arrived Mary-
borough, 15th November,1867. Harker got 1 oz. nugget at Enoggera,
August, 1872. 2,000 diggers on Charters Towers, September, 1872.

RETURNS FOR SIXTEEN YEARS ON PRINCIPAL FIELDS.
Year. Palmer .

07 .

Oympie .

OZ.

Towers.

Oz.

R ockhampton.,
OZ.

1877 ... 839,000 ... 625,000 ... 600,000
1878 ... 120,233 ... 41,564 ... 72,189
1879 ... 90,000 ... 38,453 ... 83,275
1880 ... 65,433 ... 43,072 ... 85,298
1881 ... 52,000 ... 67,861 82,324
1882 ... 37,340 ... 50,312 ... 79,595
1883 24,089 ... 64,818 ... 69,555 ... 4,194,
1884 ... 15,637 ... 112,051 ... 109,335 ... 22,158
1885 ... 12,913 ... 89,600 ... 135,650 ... 14,396
1886 ... 8,587 ... 88,600 ... 144.379 ... 49,086
1887 ... 6,981 ... 102,149 ... 151,377 ... 85,305
1888 ... 16,424 ... 107,119 ... 137,522 ... 117,800,
1889 ... 16,861 ... 115,590 ... 165,552 ... 325,683
1890 ... 10,689 ... 78,366 ... 164,022 ... 226,240
1891 ... 12,781 ... 60,714 ... 223,403 ... 147,691
1892 ... 8,082 ... 82,940 ... 262,970 ... 125,510,

The returns for 1877 represent the total up to that date.
For the same period the Etheridge and Woolgar fields gave

449,110 oz.; the Cloncurry, Calliope, Clermont, Paradise and Nor-
manbv, 386,860 oz.

The grand total of the period from 1887 to 1894  is as  follows, the,
year 1877 reprgsenting all previous to that date

Year. Or. Year. Or.
1877 2,646,916 1886 340,998
1878 310,247 1887 425,923
1879 288,256 1888 481,643
1880 267,136 '1889 739,103
1881 270,945 1890 610,587
1882 224,893 1891 576,439
1883 212,783 1892 615,558
1884 307,804 1893 616,940
1885 310,941 1894 674,330

QUEENSLAND RAILWAYS.
In the first year of responsible government, in 1860, it wasp

apparent to Queensland legislators that the Brisbane River and a dray
road to Dalby were not sufficient traffic facilities to encourage the
'trade of the West and settle the interior. The newspaper of that date
contains an announcement from the Morton Bay Tramway Company,
Limited, formed with 30,000 shares of £5 each, and a provisional
committee who never advanced beyond the prospectus stage. It
served at least the useful purpose of directing public attention to the
necessity for public railways.

On the 23rd April, 1868, Arthur Macalister, then Minister for
Lands and Works, presented the first Queensland Railway Bill. The
second reading was moved bn the 19th May, and during his speech



98

London market. It is the toon tree of India. The tree which pro-
duces the domba oil of Ceylon, and the tree from which poon spars
are cut, can both be found in our North coast scrubs. The ponga tree
of India is 'very common along the creeks of tropical Queensland.
Among the plants discovered on the Mulgrave by the Bellenden-Ker
expedition,  is a  species related to the one which yields the gambier, or
Terra japonica  of commerce.

These and other Indian plants are purely indigenous, but there
are several  which have been introduced and become naturalised and
widely distributed, until there is some difficulty in distinguishing them
all from those belonging to the colony. The known naturalised plants
number about 200, some of them a public calamity, overspreading the
country as noxious weeds that could only be eradicated by great
trouble and heavy expense. Others of course are valuable additions
to the plants of the colony.

The plants at various times reported to be poisonous are not
more than ufty, and the most of these are really not poisonous at all.
In periods of drought and scarcity of feed, stock browse on tough
fibrous plants that cause death by constipation or indigestion. The
really poisonous varieties are too limited in their habitat or quantity to
cause any serious mischief. Most of the stock reported as being
poisoned were travelling, and then they eat herbage and bushes that
would never be touched on their usual pasture grounds.

PRINCIPAL QUEENSLAND FLORA.

Hibbertia ,  20 Diospyros, 5
Capparis, 16 ; native pomegranate Maba, 9
Sida, 12 Jasminum ,  7; jasmine
Abutilon, 14; lantern  flower  Alstonia, 4 ; fever bark
Hibiscus, 20; wild  rosella  Strychnos, 3
Sterculia, 11 ; bottle-tree Heliotropium, 12
Ela;ocarpus, 9; quandong Ipom ra, 38; morning glory
Boronia , 12 Convolvulus, 3
Citrus, 3; lime Solanum, 41; nightshade
Dysoxylon, 11; pencil cedar Nicotiana, 3 ; tobacco
Flindersia, 10 yellowwood, crow's Myoporum, 5

ash Eremophila ,  15 ; sandal-wood
Vitis',  15;  grape Prostanthera,  13;  mint-tree
Cupania, 18 Piper, 5 ; pepper
Nephelium, 10 Cryptocarya, 9 ; laurel
Harpullia,  5;  tulip wood Persoonia, 11 ; geebong
Dodonsea,  18;  hop-bush Grevillea, 23 ; silky oak
Crotalaria, 17 ; rattle pods Hakea, 16
Indigofera, 14 Banksia,  5;  honeysuckle
Cassia, 23; senna  Euphorbia,  13; spurgeworts
Bauhinia,  5;  ebony wood Phyllanthus, 24
Acacia, 102; wattles Mallotus,  9;  kamala-tree
Rubus,  5;  raspberry Ficus,  36;  fig
Terminalia , 11 Casuarina,  7;  oak
Leptospermum ,  9  Callitris,  6; pine
Malaleuca, 18; tea-tree Araucaria, 2; hoop and bunya pines
Eucalyptus,  57; gums Macrozamia, 8
Myrtus, 12; ironwood Orchids (tree), about 80
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from the soil and from decomposing animal and plant remains. As limestone is
soluble in water containing this gas, during the passage of the rain water through the
limestone forming the ranges much of the limestone is dissolved and carried away in
the waters of the creeks of the district. In this manner caves are formed. In
favourable positions water will ooze drop by drop through the pores of the rock into
openings already made ; here evaporation will to a certain extent take place and the
water lose carbon dioxide. It can then no longer retain the same amount of calcium
carbonate (limestone) in solution, and the excess will be deposited on the face of the
rock. When the drop falls, as it eventually will, the same result will obtain upon the
cave floor-carbon dioxide will be liberated and calcium carbonate deposited; and
from the floor will gradually grow upwards a column to meet the pendant descending
from the roof. To such pendants the general name of stalactites hag been given (from
the Greek word stalaktos-dropping); the floor column is known as a stalagmite
(from the Gieek stalagmos-a dropping).

To another form of deposit the term "drapes" has been given from the resemblance
to drapery, and a great part of the ornamentation of the caves is of this class. Over
projecting ledges, smooth rounded white coverings were found, as though a cascade of
milk had been suddenly frozen and arrested in its fall; from the border of the ledge a
fringe depended, one " drape" running into another, half-an-inch to an inch in thick-
ness, and 1 inch, 2 inches, or 3 inches in depth, and from inches to feet in length.

In many places these drapes hang from the roof or the wall singly like curtains,
perhaps 10 feet to 15 feet long, # inch to 3yinch thick, and from 6 inches to 15 inches.
from the wall to the outer edge, the same width obtaining from the top nearly to the
bottom. When sharply struck many of these long thin sheets give forth a beautifully
clear musical note, exactly like that of a Japanese solid brass gong. Similar sounds,
are produced by striking stalactites, the depth of the tone depending upon their length
and thickness ; the sounds are very penetrating, and the effect when a chime is heard
ringing in a distant cave is very pleasing.

The dazzling whiteness of many portions of the caves, particularly of columns and
clusters of stalactites is, however, infinitely more pleasing than any colouring, and
when, in addition, the lime is crystallised and presents to the candlelight the faces of
countless tiny crystals, which sparkle and scintillate like thousands of gems, the spec-
tator, however stolid, is generally surprised into a little enthusiasm.

R. L. Jack, Government Geologist, wrote as follows
Entering by a lofty hall on the western side of the range we walked erect for

perhaps 60 yards, and then found ourselves in a magnificent theatre, about 100 feet
in diameter and 80 feet high. The cupola-like interior was lighted from the top by a
bole which had an area of perhaps 200 square feet. The roof was festooned with.
stalactites, while the floor was covered in places with stalagmites. Occasionally these
met, forming long and graceful columns. But the stalactites and stalagmites were
rarer than is usually the case in limestone eaves, this circumstance probably pointing
to the dryness of the climate. The  greater  part of the floor was deeply covered with
drab-coloured " cave-earth," representing probably the insoluble argillaceous impurities
of the limestone. Shells of Helix, in all stages of incrustation by lime, were plentifully
scattered over the floor in some places, probably the sites of pools in wet weather. On
one side of the "theatre " a dark recess opened out, its lower half blocked by a nearly-
flat limestone boulder, in front of which a row of stalactites depended from the roof
like a partially-uplifted curtain. Perhaps the most picturesque aspect of the cave was
that seen from behind the stage, looking past this screen into the proscenium. A
narrow passage behind the stage led to other caves, some at lower and some at higher
levels. One of these must have been at least 200 feet in length and 50 feet in width,
with a Gothic roof 80 feet high.

There were many rocks where the stalactites were little thicker than pencils, and
arranged in groups of exquisite beauty. Very few of them had, at the time of our
visit, the drop of water which one expects to find in such a position. From a few,
drops of water fell at very long intervals. The floors of the caves appeared to be on a
level with the surrounding country.

ROCKHAMPTON CAVES.
Describing the caves nearRockhampton, the late James Smith said-

Traversing these long extensive subterranean passages, lofty galleries, spacious
chambers, and wide-spanning' arches by the light of a candle that but reveals the
gloom, you cannot help becoming possessed with a sense of solemnity and awe in the
presence of Nature's mysteries.

But these walls are not of a black and ghastly funereal hue. They are everywhere
of a neutral tint of shaded white, abundantly tapestried with incrusting inflorescence,
panelled with cwiously carved pendent and painted alabaster decorations, and clothed
with many hangings of petrified cascades, entirely made up of minute hexagonal,
needle-pointed, reversed crystals of purest calcite. Do these caves contain any records
throwing any light on the conditions of local former life? This is occupation for many
labourers for long years to come.
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On the 22nd July, 1855, A. C. Gregory anchored the barque
Monarch" and schooner " Tom Tough" at the bar of the Brisbane

River on his way north as leader of the North Australian Exploring
Expedition. On the 12th August he sailed from Morton Bay accom-
panied by H. C. Gregory, assistant commander; geologist, J. S.
Wilson ; artist and storekeeper, J. Baines ; surgeon and naturalist,
J. R. Elsey ; botanist, Ferdinand Von Mueller; collector and pre-
server, J. Flood ; overseer, G. Phibbs ; and stockmen, &c., C.
Humphries, R. Bowman, C. Dean, J. Melville, W. Dawson, W. Shewel,
W. Selby, S. Macdonald, H. Richards, and J. Fahey.

On the 27th August they anchored in Port Essington. On the
following day the " Monarch " ran on a reef off Port Patterson.
They had to  swim  the horses two miles to the shore, and five were lost
in transit at Treachery Bay on the 18th. On the 24th September the
" Monarch" left for Singapore, after transferring all stores to the
" Tom Tough," which then proceeded up the Victoria River, under Mr.
Wilson, while Gregory and nine others started overland across the
MacAdam Range. They saw lagoons covered with game, and many
wild blacks, who were more frightened of the horses than the men.
Two or three horses died from eating some poisonous plant. On the
12th October three horses were badly bitten by crocodiles  in a salt-
water creek near the Fitzmaurice River. On the 16th October they
sighted the Victoria River, and shot a turkey, a hawk, and thirty-nine
cockatoos . On the 20th they joined the party  from the schooner.
On the 29th they brought the schooner up to a point four miles above
Sandy Island ,  and started to land the stores. One of the kangaroo
dogs was taken by a crocodile .  Eleven of the sheep were drowned in
landing, leaving only twenty -six. All were engaged for a couple of
weeks landing stores  (much of which were damaged),  erecting huts,
planting vegetables ,  and repairing the schooner.

On the 24th November, accompanied by H. C. Gregory, Wilson,
and Mueller ,  with seven horses and twenty days'  provisions ,  Gregory
started on an exploring tour up the Victoria River.

On the 5th December he found the river running through box
flats, fine reaches of water, with dry sandbars, plenty of catfish,
perch, and mussels .  Returned to the main camp on the 13th. On
the 3rd January, 1856, certain men were left in charge of the depot
camp, and Gregory made a final start, accompanied by H. C. Gregory,
Baines, Mueller , Flood, Phibbs, Bowman, Dean, and Fahey, with
thirty packhorses and six riding -horses. The provisions for five
months included 1,470  lb.  flour, 1,200 lb. pork, 200  lb.  rice, 44  lb.
sago, 280  lb. sugar , 36 lb. tea, 28 lb. coffee, 21 lb. tobacco, and 51 lb.
soap. The equipment consisted of instruments ,  clothing, tents,
ammunition, horseshoes, tools, saddlebags ,  saddles, bridles ,  and hobbles,
2,100 lb.,  a total weight of 221 tons, or 180 lb.  on each packhorse.

Each person took two hours '  watch during the night. On the
28th January, formed a depot camp in a small valley, while Gregory,
H. C. Gregory, Dr. Mueller ,  and C. Dean, with eleven horses, started
for the head of the Victoria River. Across sandstone hills, basalt
plains, rocky ridges ,  spinifex -covered ranges, deep watercourses, vast
flats covered by kangaroo grass 7 to 9 feet high, sandy country
overgrown by small gums, acacias, and spinifex ,  called  Triodia  in
Gregory's journal. Shot the crested pigeon, several varieties of ducks,
snipe, small gulls, ground  flock pigeons, and geese.
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