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THE HISTORY

OF

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CHAPTER I.

DISCOVERY AND EARLY HISTORY.

----------

SECTION I.

GOVERNMENT OF CAPTAIN PHILLIP.

WHILE the commercial nations of Europe were
pushing discoveries, and making territorial acqui-
sitions in the Eastern and Western hemispheres—
the Old and the New World ; while England had
been colonizing the lands of America, and con-
quering the kingdoms of India, the wide tracts
of the South Pacific and South Indian Oceans
embosomed in unknown solitude a number of vast
and populous islands, which, since their discovery,
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SECTION VI.

GOVERNMENT OF SIR THOMAS BRISBANE.

So important had New South Wales grown, as
a dependency of the British Crown, during the
comparatively few years which have been reviewed
in the preceding pages, that on the retirement of
Colonel Macquarie, its government was entrusted
to a titled officer of high rank in the army, and
distinguished as much for his scientific acquire-
ments as for his professional bravery. The sixth
Governor of the colony was Major-General Sir
Thomas Brisbane, K.C.B., a Scotchman by birth
and extraction, who commenced his administration
on the 1st of December, I 821.

At the time that Sir Thomas Brisbane came to
the colony, the population exceeded twenty-three
thousand souls, free and bond, with an ordinary
revenue, arising out of its incipient commerce,
amounting to about £5,000 ; this was, of course,
exclusive of the large sums placed at his disposal
by the British Tfeasury for the maintenance and
management of the convicts, which must have
equalled at least £200,000 per annum, taking the
average annual cost per head at from £15 to £20
sterling, including all the expenses of management.

The impetus which the colony received during
his predecessor's term of office, from the extension
of its pastoral, agricultural and commercial capa-
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88	 SALE AND OCCUPATION

SECTION II.

SALE AND OCCUPATION OF CROWN LANDS.

Previously to the year 1831, the disposal of land
on behalf of the Crown appears to have been con-
ducted in a manner sufficiently loose and irregular.
The early Governors had followed the practice of
granting sections of land to convicts on their eman-
cipation—to such, at least, as were willing to accept
them—a practice, which, though in some instances
attended with good effects, was far from answering
the benevolent expectations of those who recom-
mended it.* If the mere possession of a section

* The error consisted in investing men with the rights of
property, who could not be supposed to know the value of
real property, or to have any respect to the privileges which
it conferred ; in short, in giving land to men who were
ignorant of those acts by which land is made valuable. It
is but just to the memory of the humane and enlightened
Governor Phillip, to state, that his views were not carried
out by his successors. On this subject, the following re-
marks of Dr. Lang, are worthy of attention : " I am decid-
edly of opinion, that Governor Macquarie's procedure in
discouraging free emigration to New South Wales was im-
politic, and preposterous in the extreme ; and I am equally
confident, that if the British Government had steadily fol-
lowed up the prudent suggestions of Governor Phillip, by
encouraging the emigration of free persons of reputable cha-
racter in the earlier times of the colony, and by doing every
thing that was requisite to promote their comfortable settle-
ment throughout the territory ; not only would the colony



14 0	 IMMIGRATION.

SECTION III.

IMMIGRATION.

THE subject of immigration is so intimately
connected with the prosperity of colonies in
general, and occupies so prominent a place in the
History of New South Wales during the last
thirteen years, that it becomes entitled to a large
share of attention. An account of the various
methods which have been successively pursued,
with the design of replenishing this portion of the
earth with an industrious and virtuous population,
and of the causes which have impeded the full
and satisfactory accomplishment of that design,
will form an essential, and, it is hoped, not the
least acceptable portion of the present work. The
enquiries connected with the subject will be grateful
to the historian, who cannot fail to trace with
interest the development of a principle, capable of
producing such important results to the land of his
adoption ; and it may be supposed, that the reader
also will feel it a relief to pass from the considera-
tion of intricate questions of revenue, to details
which admit of being presented in a more narrative
form.

The successive reports of the committees on
immigration appointed by the Legislative Council,
with the minutes of evidence, and the various
documents printed by authority of government,
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The subject of immigration will be resumed,
when the proceedings of the new Legislative
Council are brought under review. In the mean-
time, the reader's attention must be invited to
other subjects of importance connected with the
history of the period under consideration.

SECTION IV.

DISCONTINUANCE OF TRANSPORTATION.

A History of Transportation, including details of
all the methods which have been adopted in the
American and Australian colonies to render it
efficacious as a secondary punishment, would form
an interesting and valuable work. Even an
attempt to give such details would be incompa-
tible with the limits of these volumes ; nevertheless,
the subject of transportation is one which at present

occupies so considerable a share of public attention,
that a mere account of the circumstances imme-
diately connected with its discontinuance would
hardly be regarded as satisfactory. It will be
proper, therefore, to give in this place a succinct
account of the great penal experiment which has
been instituted in New South Wales, and Van
Diemen's Land, in order to render intelligible the
inquiry which will subsequently arise, viz :
whether the circumstances which led to the dis-
continuance of transportation to the elder colony
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OF

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CHAPTER I.

SECTION VI. (Continued.)

ANALYSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE

COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES, CONSTITUTED UNDER THE

ACT OF PARLIAMENT 5 & 6 VICT. C. 76, DURING THE

SESSIONS OF 1843 AND 1844.

REPORTS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.

SESSION 1843.

FIFTEEN Select Committees were appointed by
the Council during the Session 1843. The reports
of two of these, viz : of that appointed to prepare
a draft of standing orders for the business of the
Council, and of that to which the Registry Bill
was referred, were not printed. The remaining
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CHAPTER III.

THE COLONIAL CHURCH.

THE high vocation to which Britain is called, is
no less than this—to be the moral regenerator of
the world. By the diffusion of her language, her
literature, and her arts, she has done much to
civilize nations before barbarous, and wherever her
flag waves, the blessings resulting from such civili-
zation, speedily become apparent. Once it was
the pleasing dream of the poet, now it is the sober
reality of fact, that on Britain's empire the sun
never sets. The loyal Englishman who, in his
native land on some festive day celebrated in his
country's annals, has given vent to his own attach-
ment to his Sovereign and the Constitution, if his
vision were somewhat extended, and his hearing a
little more acute, might see in every quarter of the
globe festivities sacred to the same event, and
might hear millions in every clime shouting with
the full burst of patriotic zeal—" Rule Britannia !"

" God save the Queen !"
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CHAPTER IV.

COLONIAL EDUCATION.

THOUGH the educational character of Australia
has not yet arrived at that eminence, which by
this time it should have occupied, it is still consi-
derably in advance of former years. Some causes
which impeded the progress of this good work
have either entirely ceased, or their operation is far
less powerful. When the communication with
England was less frequent and less regular than at
present, the want of proper school-books was a
serious draw-back. This evil is quickly passing
away. Nor did we fail less from the want of com-
petent teachers.- Now we have some men of high
standing, who have earned honours at the British
and Foreign Universities, engaged in the noble
work of education, — engaged in conferring
that boon upon the State which we know to
be invaluable. Still, however, we are not in our
education what we ought to be. The unhappy
rise of religious dissension (the worst, and gene-
rally, alas ! the bitterest, of all dissensions) has
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CHAPTER V.

THE CLIMATOLOGY AND DISEASES OF AUSTRALIA.

THE close connexion subsisting between meteo-
rological agencies, and the phenomena of life is
universally admitted. The product ;on of some
diseases, and the peculiar modification presented
by others, characterize certain climates. The ague
produced by the malaria of the Pontine marshes,
the jungle-fever of India, the endemic diseases of
Africa and the savannahs of America, afford
ample illustrations of the truth of this remark.
Dependent as is the animal organization of man
upon the external circumstances of air, of tempera-
ture, of moisture, of food, and many other, perhaps
equally influential, though less obvious conditions
of the medium in which he lives, such as the
electrical state of the atmosphere—alterations in
any one of these must be productive of correspond-
ing changes in the economy of his system. It
would be inconsistent with the plan of this work to
enter into any lengthened argument with the view
of illustrating this proposition, the truth of which
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CHAPTER VI.

THE ABORIGINES.

IT was our intention to have devoted a consider-
able portion of our space to a chapter on the
Aborigines of this country, giving some account of
their origin, so far as it can be traced with any
degree of probability, of their mythology, manners,
and customs ; and to have reduced to some system
the language employed by them. For this purpose,
we have for many years past been collecting a mass
of materials respecting the natives of Van Diemen's
Land, the remnant of whom are now domiciled on
Minder's Island, and also those of New Holland.
The great length to which we have been led in the
preceding chapters, has, however, occupied all our
space, and we must, therefore, defer to another
opportunity the arrangement of the information in
our possession. Meanwhile, it would appear strange
to send forth a " History of New South Wales,"
without referring at all to the sable natives of the
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