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THE PRESENT COUNCIL.

The aldermen of Newtown do not get many op-

portunities of displaying their aldermanic zeal on

behalf of their constituents. The pioneering work

is all done, and the greater part of their attention
is devoted to seeing that necessary repairs are car-
ried out to the roads, that the pathways are rendered

comfortable for foot traffic, and that the gutters
effectually carry off the street drainage. Many
other matters engage their attention, in common
with other municipalities, such as the everlasting
nuisance from dust ,  the amelioration of that trouble
by the water cart, the constant sweeping and cleans-
ing of the wood-blocked roads, and last, but not
least , the constant and effectual removal and de-
struction of house garbage and refuse.

In our rambles through the many streets in search
of the wherewithal to compile this history, we have
had many opportunities to discern the result of the
Council's labours during the last fifty years. Many
of the streets and lanes are unfortunately narrow,
but are not neglected on this account ,  and all the
streets bear evidence of the wisdom of the Council
in authorising substantial improvements; the skill
of the workmen and their overseers in carrying the
Council's wishes into effect; and the assiduous care
bestowed by the sanitary staff in the collection and
removal of all and sundry that would tend to dis-

count the healthy condition of the municipality.

Of the administrative department too much can-
not be said as to the ability displayed by the offi-
cials in the discharge of their duties. Led and
supervised by the genial, obliging, and efficient
Town Clerk (Mr. W. G. Salmon)-to whom we are
much indebted for his valuable  assistance in im-
parting information necessary for the preparation of
this work-Messrs. Kitt, Wilson, and Foot are
most attentive to the public who make their calls,
and careful in carrying out their allotted tasks. The
sanitary inspectors, Messrs. Watson and Hoffman,
keep a watchful eye on those tinder their control to
preserve  the cleanliness  and health of the district.
Mr. Young, the  overseer, is ever mindful of what is
expected from the men under his care, and sees that
they do the work correctly, and that the ratepayers

get the full benefit of what is expended in his de-
partment.

All the streets and paths are in a fairly good con-
dition. Some  first-class; others may be classed as

second rate. There is no third-rate worth men-
tioning.

As stated elsewhere ,  all this is done on the re-
markably low rate of 2/d. in the £ on the unim-
proved capital value.

From an examination of the latest statistical
returns of municipalities published (for year 1910),
we find that there are only four suburban munici-
palities that levy a lower rate than Newtown, viz.:
-Eastwood, 2/2d.; Hunter's Hill,  2d.;  Ryde,  2d.;
and Strathfield, 2/d. These cannot, under any cir-
cumstances ,  be compared in importance  with New-
town. They  are purely residential suburbs, and
might well be classed as rural district municipali-
ties, whereas Newtown is the leading business
suburb outside the metropolis ,  and is also thickly
populated .  Take the adjoining municipalities.
What rates do these Councils levy? Redfern,  5d.;
Alexandria,  5d.;  Petersham, 34d.; Marrickville,

34d.;  Erskineville,  43/2d;  and little compact Dar-
lington ,  where practically all the streets and paths
are in excellent condition ,  3/d. All these quota-
tions are for the year 1910, and most likely are the
same to -day, for rates, as the ratepayers know too
well, are rarely lowered.

In the comparative list of municipalities in the
suburbs, for the total amount levied for rates, New-
town stands No. 11.

This year the valuation of ratable properties in
the municipality  is as  follows :-Unimproved capi-
tal value, £ .1,306,344 ;  improved capital value,
Y-33,028,991; assessed annual value, Y-220,039; and
the amount of rates levied , £ 14,969 9s. 9d.

In making these comparisons ,  we do not for one
moment suggest that the rates should increase. It
would be presumption  on our part  to do so. Our
object is only to show the ratepayers that the Coun-
cil is amply justified in levying the present amount,
and that it does well with the money at its dis-
posal .  A certain amount of rates must be paid,
and all classes of property must pay their propor-
tionate amounts, and it is only right ,  we think, to
take advantage of the opportunity that presents it-
self, on such an occasion as this, to inform the rate-
payers of these undeniable facts, which prove that
they  have no legitimate cause of complaint against
the Council of unduly taxing them for carrying on
the work of the municipality.



50 JUBILEE SOUVENIR OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF NEWTOWN.

FIRE BRIGADE - No. 5 STATION.

The prominent building in Australia Street, al-

though not an old one, has already been f0)und to

be too small for its requirements.

When it was first opened in 1892, it was provided
with a new manual, reel and ladder. The station
was taken charge of by Captain Lane and nine
men. The building was opened with a, banquet.

The whole system of fire brigade management
becoming altered and the volunteers being dis-
pensed with, this station became manned with paid
men. Several changes have taken place in the
officers. The present officer-in-charge is Arthur
George Reeves, and he has a staff of seven men,
and the station is a branch of the  N. S. \V. Fire
Brigade. They attended 121 fires during 1911, and
the total distance run was 1728 miles. There were
28 local fires during the same period, the principal
of which were:-Furniture factory in Missenden
Road ; i\'Iarcus Clark's bedding factory in Church

Street; and the rack-a-rock factory in George

Street, Caniperdown. There is a good  water pres-
sure in  Newtown, and the brigade always get valu-
able help at  fires from the police and  the turncock.
There are  15  fire alarms connected with the sta-
tion by electric bells.

The land next  the station in Australia Street
has been purchased, and it is intended to extend

the present building. Plans are now completed

for the erection of a three-storied building, con-

taining quarters for officer, four single men, and

five married men, the whole having a frontage of

66 feet to Australia Street. When the building is

finished it is intended to equip it with a "Dennis

Cwvnne" petrol motor engine and ladder, the

engine being capable of delivering 500 gallons of

water per minute.

1\Ir. Reeves came from No. 4 Darlinghurst Sta-
tion, where he occupied the position of senior man
for a large portion of the twelve years he was sta-
tioned there.
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NEWTOWN BRASS BAND.

One of the most successful bands in New South
Wales is the Newtown Brass I land. Successful
in more respects than one. Ilands are not always
happy families, and the constant changes of mem-
bers and other causes tend to cause a certain

amount of unrest and dissatisfaction, and they oc-

casionally suspend operations or entirely collapse.
'['his institution has been in existence over 33 nears,

and its ^stablishment was to a large extent due to
MIr. Thomas Mellor's efforts. He held the pose-.

tioii of conductor for many years, and resigned
about two years' ago. He was succeeded by MIr.
William May, who came from Sheffield, England,
and who still holds the position of conductor.
1.Ji,der his able leadership the band still retains the

lorm which has always attached to it.
Although the personnel of the band is constantly

I-I ooper, lance-corporal, Mr. A. C. Stevens ;
librarians, V essrs. ( ;. Gibbons and G. Carrie ; drum
major, NIr. W. AJc1)onald.

In glancing over a list of competition prizes won

by the band, it is seen to include four challenge
cups, several championships, 16 first prizes, 8 sec-
ond prig:: and several third and fourth prizes.
There would have undoubtedly been many more.
except f,)r the fact that on account of pressure of
en- agements and other causes the band has not
competed in annual contests since 1)08, but it is
intended to do so in the near future.

The income of the band for year ended 30th June,
19i2, was £)50, which includes a large amount re-

ceived for hand performances both in Sydney and
elsewhere, as well as the subsidy of £ 100, granted
by the Newtown Council.

changing.  it has in it a few  very old  members, not-
ably, '.\f r Spinks, who has been  actively connected
with it almost  from its inception.

His Worship the Mayor, Ald. W. Rig-,  is patron
of the hand, Mr. R. Hollis, M.L.A., president; vice-

,,residents , AId. I-1. T. Morgan, Alessrs. S. D. Rich-
ardson , V. L. Nelson, W. Shulstad, E. WV. Mc-
Attliffe. VV. J. East, D. Brennan, J. Dunn, S. P.
Shrives, E. A. Stevens, E. A. Searle, and Dr. Gor-
don Craig;  chairman . IIr. H. VValmsley ; conductor,
Mr W. May ; secretary, Mr. R. Collins; treasurer,
Mr. G. Stonehill ; assistant  secretary , Mr. F. Mur-
ray ; sergeant , Mr. J. Mood;  corporal, Mr. E.

Last year 116 programmes were rendered.
Ninety-one comprised paid engagements. and the
remaining 25 were free performances, mostly in aid
of charity. In order to prepare for these it is
net:essarv that rehearsals shall take place to keep
the band up to the high state of efficiency which
has hitherto distinguished it, so it is not surprising
that  75  rehearsals have been held and attended by
the members with such zeal as to leave no room
to doubt that they are full of enthusiasm in the
cause of music, which in this instance tends much
to help Newtown to keep to the forefront of all
the suburbs of Sydney.
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NEW SOUTH WALES INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND

DUMB AND THE BLIND.

although not situated within the boundaries of

Newtown, the Deaf and I)tunb and the (thud In-

stitution is immediately adjoining on a triangular

block of land over five acres in extent bounded by

City Road. I t is so closely identified with New-

town that this worl: would not be complete vwith-

ottt a passing reference try it. It was originally

warted as an institution for the edttcatiwn and

maintenance of (leaf and dumb children in ()ctoher

1801, as a private charity, and opened in premises

in Castlereagh Street, Sydney, with seven  pupils.

It tr-radttally grew until July, 1868, when it was re-

moyed to Ormond I louse. Paddington. That place

;txn bec.,me  to() small for the increasing number
of pupils, and the present site  being gr anted by the
soyerumer ; t, a portion  ()f the present  buildingsg-s
were erected ,  and in January, 1872, the opening
core mo'ty tool: place and the children removed
there. fr. 189 1 it became necessary to further en-
,,arge the  buildings. In  1000 the it )ard purchased
the lease of the triangular piece of land adjoining
the insti t ution containing one acre and  21 perches,
which  vvas subse q uently vested in the trustees by
special  :pct ((f Parliament.

(_)n this corner was erected an institute for the

adult  (leaf, where they  could meet for religiotts

Deaf ,  Dumb and Blind Institution . Group of Officers, 1912.

BACK Row (Left to right) : Mr. L. Eyeringham, Mr. E. Goldsmith, Mr. G. Palmer. MIDDLE Row : Mr. C. H. Hazlett, B A.,
Miss Beaumont, Miss Watson, Miss McIntyre, Miss Scoular, Miss Harrison, Miss Bromley, Mr. J. 0. Love. FRONT Ropy

'Mr. H. C. Byrne, Miss Reid, B.A., Mr. Harold Earlam (Supt.), Mr. W. Rig, J.P. (Hon. Sec.), Mrs. Clarke (Matron),
Mr. H. Cooke (Accountant), Miss Moffatt.



jl'BILEE SOL"VIE:NII OF THE  NH'NICIPALI'I'Y OF NE\VTO\VN.

Friendly Societies,  Etc.

UF
6i

w

LOYAL ST .  JOHN'S LODGE . tom,ii, then kept by Th(mias Lee, the
Hienher.,_- the tir'.t (dticers  and

en<lent Oruler of W. I I. Mitchell, A.(i., chairman; Arthur dune ,heter n i t lnlc(1\l n la c
\ .(., vice -chairrnian  ; j')". Miles, 1E1.S., minute see-

retar Thos. \\ehh, acting linancial ;erretar ;

---- in s. Lee, treasurer. 1I enihers :-( ;co. 11 allett,

The above l.l e was opened on the 15th of Alfred Davis, Fred. Lever, John _Attrill, J. Suter
Octoher, 1844, in the L'ni(>>t Inn. Kin Street. Yew- '[Ins. (,ettirno's.

The First  Manchester  Unity Oddfellows  Hall,  1861
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The  Churches.

ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH, NEWTOWN.

Rev.  \V. I_. Langley.

The original church snood where the present
parish hall stands in  Victoria  Street. and the Rey.

C. kempe was the first rector.  Ile was succeeded

in 1860 by the Rev. Robert Tavlor, afterwards a

Canon of St. :Andrews Cathedral, Sydney. \Vhen
lie first came to the parish he found a small church,

at which the average attendance was about  75
adults and 100 children in the morning, and 25
adults in the evening. Itttt soti the church was
filled to overflowing, so that wvheu the district

isitors urged the people to attend Divine service,

they met with the rejoinder, "\Vhat's the use of

going to church There's no room."'

At length an urgent desire for a lamer church
became general throughout the parish. After a
e'ood deal of discussion and difficulty, the founda-
tion stone of the present fine edifice was laid by

the Countess of 1elmore, wife of the Earl of bel-
niore, then Governor of New South \Vales, in the

year 1871, and was opened  for Divine service by
the late bishop Barker, in April, 1874.

It is the only Church of England in the diocese
of Sydney of any considerable size-it will seat
over 900 people-that was built right on to comple-
tion without aiiv cessation of work.

The architect was \lr.  Edmund  Illacket, who was

unquestionably one of the greatest mete in his pro-

fession in the  Southern  hemisphere. Many of the

finest ecclesiastical buildings and oilier buildings

in and around Sydney stand to-day as beautiful

monuments of his professional skill.

This splendid Church of St. Stephen owes its

existence to the earnestness Of purpose and siniple

faith of the late Canon "Naylor. who was the fai`li-

ful pastor of the parish for over 41 years. \Vith

the assistance of a buildin' committee, the wog k

was undertaken and carried on by him with a

zealous  determination to build a church Nviiich

would be for the glory of ('od and ,worthy of the

parish.

Early in the year 1882 the last of the debt on the
building was paid off, and the parishioners of to-
day have mach cause for gratitude to God for the

Rev. W. L. Langley.

73

Goodly Heritage handed down to them by their pre-

clecessors under the faithful guidance of the late be-

loved Canon Taylor.

The church is an ornament to the Mttnieipality

of N ewtovwn and the surrounding districts, from

whence its beautiful spire may be seen for miles

arou;id. It is also held iii much affection by thou-

sands who have been accustomed to worship witli-
iit its sacred walls, and a very pleasing feature iii

connection with it is that sr, many who in their iii-
fancy have been baptised there and attended its

,•ervices in their childhood clays, love to be married

there, or brim their mvii children tot receive the

acranient of baptism in their old parish church,

which holds a strong place in their affections.

The original trustees were Messrs. vV illiam

Crane. S. Campbell- Ii-own. Thomas C. breil-

lat, Christopher ROllcstou, and \V'illiam

George Sedg wick. of \vhoin Mr. \V. Crane

is the sole survivor. The first horn. treasurer to

the building fund was Mr. Vincent Gibliii, manager
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Schools.
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NEWTOWN SUPERIOR PUBLIC SCHOOL.

phis school was established in the year 1863 in

nOn-vested premises. The etnrolment at the close

of that year was 201. and the average attendance
was 132.

The Congregational school-room was subse-

quently rented for school purposes, and the work

carried on there.

1 n 1876 a site of three roods 14 perches was pur-

chased by the late U uncil of I ducatioii from Mr.
Newman for the sum of  £ 1500, and the following

year school buildings of three departments. with
accommodation for `)00 pupils, were erected at a
cost of £7890.

In 1883 the accommodation was found to be too

small, and a temporary school was erect-

ed to accommodate 120 infants, at a cost of £239.
Later, in 1893, another building of two storeys was

provided for 250 pupils, at a cost of -€845. fur-
ther additions in 1806 cost 5').

A  new building has been erected to provide for
the science. cookery, and manual training classes ;
also a kindergarten class-room and two basement
shelter sheds. This cost -E2216. The total cost
of buildings since establishment has been £  12,750.

The building was designed to take up as little
of the playground as possible. The whole of the
buildings are of brick, with ample lighting in all the
rooms, and a complete system of natural ventila-
tion has been installed throughout.

The Circle ,  Newtown Kindergarten ,  Australia Street.
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