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CHAPTER V.

STATE OF TIIE COLONY DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF

GOVERNOR BLIGH, WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THE ORIGIN

AND RESULT OF THE COLONIAL REBELLION IN 1808.

" Here-a sheer hulk-lies poor Tom Bowling ! "

THE fourth Governor of New South Wales was William
Bligh, Esq., a post-captain in the Royal Navy. This officer

had previously been sent out by the Lords of the Admiralty
in command of H.M.S. " Bounty," for the purpose of collect-

ing plants of the bread-fruit tree in the South Sea Islands,

in order to their being conveyed to the West Indies ; as it

was supposed that that singular tree would, if cultivated in

the West India islands, afford a valuable and economical

article of food for the slave population ; but the crew of the
" Bounty," having mutinied in the course of their voyage,
turned Captain Bligh and his officers adrift in the long-
boat, and carried the vessel to one of the numerous islands

with which the vast Pacific Ocean is studded, doubtless to
lead a life of unrestrained and licentious indulgence among
their half-civilized inhabitants. The misfortune which

Captain Bligh had thus experienced in the service, and the

superior seamanship and general ability he had displayed,
in conducting his boat's crew along the northern coast of

Australia to the island of Timor, in the Indian Archipelago,
together with his other services as a Captain in the Navy,
having strongly recommended him to the Government of
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CHAPTER VII.

ACCOUNT OF  THE  STATE AND PROGRESS OF THE COLONY

UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF MAJOR-GENERAL SIR

THOMAS BRISBANE, I.C.B.

Tanta benignitate proeditus erat, ut neminem unquam a se, nisi
hilarem ac spe plenum, discedere patereter ; omnia enim benigne
pollicebatur, neque quicquam unquam peteuti denegabat : promissa
autem reposcentibus solitus erat respondere,  Non meininerana me
alteri pronaisisse."-Vita Papce Leonis X.,  ab incerto auctore rescripta.

To borrow the language of Geology, we have been contem-
plating the  primary  formation of the colony of New South

Wales, in the character and works of its first four naval

Governors. We have also been contemplating its  secondary
formation, which, like its own sandstone cliffs and rocky

mountains, stands out in such bold relief in the adminis-
tration of Governor Macquarie. We are now to pass tinder
our review the  transition  series of Governors, under whom

the colony rapidly emerged from the abject condition of
a mere penal settlement into that of a community of free-
men-doubtless to become the nucleus and the metropolitan

State of one of the mightiest empires of the future on the
face of the earth. The history of the first manifestations

and movements of social and political life in such a country

cannot but be interesting in the highest degree to the
millions of its future inhabitants, however coldly it may be

regarded by the rest of mankind ; and the writer is there-
fore confident that these short and simple annals will

accordingly be perused with intensest interest by myriads

of the future- inhabitants of his adopted country, when the
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CHAPTER XI.

VIEW  OF THE STATE  AND PROGRESS OF THE COLONY UNDER

THE GOVERNMENT OF SIR CHARLES AUGUSTUS FITZROY,

IC. G. H.

" The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men are exalted."
Psalms,  xii. 8.

I WAS walking with my late brother, Mr. George Lang,

on the bank of the Parramatta river, one beautiful evening
in the year 1824, when the late Bungary, chief of the

Sydney  tribe of black natives, was pulling down the river,
in a boat which he had received as a present from the

Governor, Sir Thomas Brisbane, with his two jins or
wives. My brother accosted Bungary on his coming up

with us, and the good-natured chief immediately desired
his jins to rest upon their oars. During the short con-

versation that ensued, my brother requested Bungary to

show us how Governor Macquarie made a bow. Bungary
happened to be dressed at the time in the old uniform of
a military officer ; and, accordingly, standing up in the
stern of his boat, and taking off his cocked hat with the
requisite punctilio, he made a low formal bow with all

the dignity and grace of a general officer of the old school.

My brother then requested him to show us how Governor

Brisbane made a bow ; to which Bungary very properly
replied in broken English,  "'top, 'top; bail' me do it that
yet; 'top nudda Gubbana come."  In short, Bungary could

exhibit the peculiar manner of every Governor he had seen

i  Bail  is a particle of negation in the language  of the Aborigines.



396 HISTORY OF NE IV SOUTH IVALES.

CHAPTER XII.

STATE AND PROGRESS OF TIIE COLONY UNDER THE GOVERN-

MENT OF SIR WILLIAM THOMAS DENISON, S.C.B.

"A Jack of all trades, but master of none."

SIR WILLIAM THOMAS DENISON, K.C.B., the eleventh

Governor of New South Wales, arrived in the colony, and
assumed the government on the 17th of January, 1855.

He had served his apprenticeship in the art and science of

governing in the worst possible school for the government

of freemen ; having for a series of years, previous to his

appointment to New South Wales, been Governor of the
Penal Colony of Van Dieman's Land, now Tasmania, where

his word was law, and he had full scope for the exercise of a

peculiarly arbitrary disposition, at the critical period which
had then arrived in the history of the colony.

Of that disposition he had given abundant evidence in
Tasmania. The reputable people of that colony were uni-
versally opposed at that period to the continuance of Trans-
portation, which Sir William Denison, as the willing and
zealous agent of Earl Grey, was determined, if possible, to

perpetuate in the island. He offered, as a sort of bribe to
the merchants and people of Hobart Town, to construct a

dock for them with convict labour, if they would only con-

sent to the continuance of the system; but they were not to

be taken with this bait, and indignantly refused His Excel-

lency's gracious offer. He could not even get the members

of his Government to agree with him on the subject ; for

when it was brought before the Cabinet, both the Colonial
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CHAPTER IV.

HOW TILE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND WERE TRICKED OUT OF

THEIR NOBLE INHERITANCE IN THE WASTE LANDS OF

AUSTRALIA BY COLONIAL SQUATTERDOII, BACKED UP

BY IMPERIAL IGNORANCE AND FOLLY.

"Ye have taken away my gods which I made, and the priest, and
ye are gone away : and what have I more ? and what is this that yo
say unto me, What aileth thee  ?"-Judges xviii. 21.

Blessed be the Lord, my strength, which teacheth my, hands to
war, and my fingers to fight."-Psalm cxliv. 1.

THE heroic work of colonization," as it was happily desig-
nated by Lord Bacon, consists in transferring the surplus

population and capital of the mother country to some

suitable colonial field. It is the planting of a germ which
may grow up in due time into a great Christian nation.
Now, that New South Wales is a suitable field for the
planting of such a germ-that it is eminently so in com-

parison with most of the other colonies of the British
Empire-no person who knows anything either of its
physical character or of its material resources, as developed

in the preceding pages of this work, can possibly deny; and

it is equally undeniable that there has never been a period

in the history either of the mother country or of the

colonies in which the " heroic work " is more needful, on

the largest possible scale, than it is now.
Previous to the year 1331, it had been the policy and

practice of the Imperial Government to promote the

11 heroic work of colonization " in New South Wale,,,
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CHAPTER VII.

THE HUNTER AND MANNING RIVERS.

" Ditissimus arvis ;
Quinque greges ilIi balantum ,  quina redibant
Armenta, et terram centum vertebat aratris. "

Vine. . Jn .  Vii.  539.

" Five herds ,  five bleating flocks, his pasture fill'd,
His lands a hundred yoke of oxen till 'd." DRYDEN.

THE territory of New South Wales extends for a great
distance from Sydney ,  as a centre point ,  to the northward,
southward ,  and westward. In proposing, therefore ,  to pre-
sent the reader with a general description of each of these
three great divisions of the colony ,  beginning ,  as I have done,
with  the Western Counties ,  I shall now take up the Hunter
and Manning Rivers  ;  and shall afterwards give similar
notices of the Southern Counties and of the Clarence River
District to the northward.

Hunter's River rises in the great dividing range of the
colony ,  and waters a large extent of valuable agricultural
and pastoral country in its course to the Pacific. In the
upper part of its course it receives many tributary streams,
each of which has its separate valley, with its agricultural
and pastoral population; and lower down, where it is navi-
gable by steamboats, it is joined by two other navigable
rivers from the northward ,  the Patterson and the William.
The counties of Northumberland, Hunter, Phillip, and
Bligh ,  are situated on the south side ,  or right bank of the
river; and those of Gloucester ,  Durham, and Brisbane on
the north ,  or left bank. The area of these seven counties is
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CHAPTE R, X.

TIIE GOLD DISCOVERY AND ITS RESULTS-SOCIAL, MORAL,

AND POLITICAL.

The silver is mine, and the gold  is  mine, saith the Lord of Hosts."
-IIaggai ii. 8.

IT surely cannot have been without some beneficent design

on the part of Divine Providence that extensive gold-fields

should have been discovered almost simultaneously on the
opposite coasts of the vast Pacific. It seems as if it had
been divinely intended,-for the accomplishment of some

mighty, and at the same time salutary revolution in the
history of mankind, which it had never entered into the

hearts of mere politicians to conceive,-to concentrate

simultaneously on the opposite shores of that vast ocean a
population the most distinguished, from its sources, for in-

telligence, for enterprise, and for public and private virtue
in the whole civilized world. In the contemplation of a moral
phenomenon so truly wonderful, and especially in the pros-

pect of its certain effects on the vast Pacific, one may well
exclaim with the Psalmist,  The Lord reigneth ; let the earth

rejoice  ;  let the mz'ltitude of isles be glad thereof.'

It is doubtless creditable to the cause of science that the

auriferous character of the gold regions, both of Cali-
fornia and of Australia, had been distinctly declared by

eminent geologists, before the discovery was made in either

country.

The description or rue auriferous rocks of California,

i Psalm xcvii. 1.
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CHAPTER XIV.

THE AUSTRALIAN FUTURE.

495

" Methinks I see in my mind a great and puissant nation rousing
herself like a strong man after sleep, and shaking her invincible
locks; methinks I see her as an eagle renewing her mighty youth,
and kindling her undazzled eyes at the full mid day beam ; purging
and unsealing her long-abused sight at the fountain itself of heavenly
radiance, while the whole noise of timorous and flocking birds, with
those also that love the twilight, flutter about amazed at what she
means."-MILTON.

THERE is no doubt that this brilliant dream of the poet will

one day be realized in Australia, but never certainly till

the whole of the present group of Australian colonies is
formed into one great and independent nation. Now as I

was the only member of the Parliament of New South Wales
who for twenty-five years uniformly advocated the right of

the people of England to the waste lands of Australia, it
will not be supposed that I can have any unfriendly feelings
towards the mother country ; but I hold it to be the law of

nature and the ordinance of God that colonies that have

reached their majority, like those of Australia, should, as

early as possible, become an independent nation; that it is
the duty of the mother country to take the initiative in'
placing them in such a position ; and that it is the interest

alike of the mother country and the colonies that they
should occupy that position as early as possible. I yield

to no man in the British Empire in the feeling of honour

and respect I entertain for Her Majesty the Queen, or in
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