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"GENTLEMEN, THE KOAD!"

THERE are well-worn phrases which still, in spite
of their frequent use, never fail to bring to mind
thoughts of romance and adventure. Such a one is
"The Road," and there is something in those two
words which almost makes them sound like a toast
—"Gentlemen, the Road!" A worthy toast that,
for it gives honour to the incredible hardship and
ceaseless endeavour endured so that we who come
after may take the easy way. Woven in and about
this main theme of road-making is shown the
bright-hued pattern of adventure and romance.

Out from Sydney Town, north and west and
south, go these old roads, and over them through
the years has passed the pageant of Australian his-
tory. Where we now roll along at fifty miles an
hour our forebears made their often difficult way
in horse-drawn vehicles. Like chapter headings,
those various vehicles of the past denote each
epoch. Taken in their order, they give us a vivid
picture of our progress. The first wheeled carts
used in Australia! Governor Phillip saw to the
making of them, and no horses drew them. They
were three in number, each drawn by twelve men,
and they conveyed the bricks from the brickfield to
the barrack-ground. Besides these there were four
timber carts, each drawn by twenty-four men.
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We set forth upon our travels armed with notes
and note-books and bravely determined to fol-
low the ghost wheels of bygone carriages and
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along the modern highways of concrete and
macadam. We cross the bridge, fight a battle
at Vinegar Hill, call at an historic home, and
go in search of the ghost of Solomon Wiseman
of Wiseman's Ferry.

CHAPTER H - - - - - - 39

Consists of a hurried journey through Parramatta
(whereat the old gentleman protests exceeding-
ly) , then through Prospect and on to the rich
fields of Windsor and Eichmond, calling at an
aged hostelry, the Black Horse, meeting in im-
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days. We lunch at the Royal Hotel and for-
mally inspect the town.
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Wherein Jane and I satisfy the old gentleman's
wish to see Parramatta. We visit the site of
Farmer Ruse's first grant, call at Elizabeth
Farm, inspect the old church of St. John's, and
learn something of The King's School. We
argue vociferously about Marsden, settle the
matter peacefully and see Mamre, his farm
property. No substantial remains can be found
of Sir John Jamison's Regentville, but we find
matters of interest in Penrith and drive on
to Kurrajong.
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with tea and toast and a noble poem. We see,
also, the church, pass Camden Park and travel
on to Campbelltown. Denham Court is a
majestic old house, and the tumbled remains
of Meehan's Castle prove interesting.
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heartedly over the old Razorback road to
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the early road into Burragorang Valley. The
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CHAPTER I
WE SET FORTH UPON OUR TRAVELS ARMED WITH NOTES AND

NOTE-BOOKS AND BRAVELY DETERMINED TO FOLLOW THE
GHOST WHEELS OF BYGONE CARRIAGES AND LUMBERING
OX-CARTS; DETERMINED ALSO TO SEEK THE YELLOW SAND-
STONE WALLS OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS AND WEAVE, PER-
HAPS, A LIGHT WEB OF HISTORY ALONG THE MODERN
HIGHWAYS OF CONCRETE AND MACADAM. WE CROSS THE
BRIDGE, FIGHT A BATTLE AT VINEGAR HILL, CALL AT AN
HISTORIC HOME, AND GO IN SEARCH OF THE GHOST OF
SOLOMON WISEMAN OF WISEMAN'S FERRY.

m
"SEE your own country first," cry the patriots and
the politicians, schoolmasters, uncles, and aunts,
and old gentlemen who make speeches largely for
the joy of making them.

So you should see your own country first. Jane
and I agreed to act on the slogan. There is no need
to recall our conversation, which achieved great
heights of patriotic fervour, with eloquent passages
descriptive of Australian scenery. We both felt
pretty smug and self-satisfied when we decided to
explore the surroundings of Sydney and to make
notes and comments on our travels. Jane is a friend
with a knowledge of the dark doings of the infant
Australia which I envy, and I looked forward
keenly to following with her the wagon-wheels and
carriage-wheels of our forefathers in the neigh-
bourhood of Sydney.

28
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Piper a description of the ensuing conflict. Under
orders from Governor King, he marched to Parra-
matta with fifty-two soldiers and two sergeants.
Marching all night, they arrived at dawn. The
major rested his men for twenty minutes, then
divided them into two parties. One, with Lieuten-
ant Dawes in command, went to Castle Hill; John-
ston took the remainder towards Toongabbie.

PARRAMATTA
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"Then he learnt that the rebels were moving to-
wards the Hawkesbury, and eventually came up
with them ten miles along the road to Rouse Hill.
He had sent a trooper ahead with a flag of truce
to parley with them; then the priest; finally he him-
self went with the trooper into no-man's-land to
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Getting around this CD

Navigating Archive CD Books CDs 

All Archive CD Books products can be navigated easily using the handy bookmarks on each CD.
The table of contents in most original books, and the original book index where it exists, can
provide additional ways of finding the information required. 

Searching Text on Archive CD Books Australia CDs 

Optical Character Recognition (OCR) technology has been developing over the years as a useful
mechanism to convert images (as Archive CD Books pages are) into text which can be searched.
The quality of the OCR can still vary, and hence the searchability can vary. Around 95% or 99% of
the words in books with good type are searchable—or even higher with very good type.

OCR is now a wonderful searching aid in many instances
but there is still no substitute for reading the book!

Different Versions of Adobe Acrobat Reader 

Adobe Acrobat Reader 4 or later should be used. Adobe Reader 6 (as it is now named) in fact has
considerably better searching options and is recommended.

• Acrobat Reader v4 has both a “Find” and a “Search” tool. Those tools are two *totally* different things. Our CDs
(that are searchable) work with the *FIND* tool

• Acrobat Reader v5 has only a “Find” tool (not a “search” tool). Our CDs (that are searchable) work with the
*FIND* tool.

• Adobe Reader v6 has only a “Search” tool (not a tool labelled “Find”). HOWEVER — what is called “Search” is
the same as the tool that used to be called “Find” Our CDs (that are searchable) work with the *SEARCH* tool  

Tips For Searching and Getting More From the CD Books 

• update to Adobe Reader 6 for more versatile searching options, including the ability to bring up a list of all
instances of the word you are searching for — across multiple files on a single CD in a single search request.

• enter the MINIMUM number of characters needed to bring up the search results required.
• use Adobe Reader 6 to do some trial searches to try to identify the characters that may be misread. These can show

up in the extra text in the search results list (Adobe 6 only). A few minutes trial will help you to avoid using
characters that are more prone to being misread, e.g. try entering “rederi” if you want “Frederick”, but find that the
letters “F” “c” and “k” are sometimes misread.

• use the “Match whole word” option to eliminate unnecessary items in your results list, e.g. to eliminate all the
blacksmiths and tinsmiths etc when you only want the name Smith.

• use the “Match case” option to eliminate all the occupations “smith” if you only want the name “Smith”.
• don’t just search for names. Search the book for other names, places and subjects of interest:

› look for others of the same name

› look for others who lived in the same place or street

› who was the postmaster or police officer in the town?

› how often and at what time did the coach arrive in town?

› what churches were there and what time were services held?

› what other activities were there in the community?

› look for others who had the same occupation of other interests
• all of this and more may be available in a seemingly mundane book such as a directory. You can learn much of the

background of life at the time, even if your ancestor is not listed there.
• Many CDs have only one file, but some have the book content spread over several files. Adobe Reader normally searches 

in the file that is open at the time. If you wish to search ALL files at once choose the "All PDF documents in" option and
select the CD drive or directory the files are in—Adobe Reader 6 only.

ADOBE ACROBAT SEARCHING IS A WONDERFUL FIRST FINDING AID.
BUT DO NOT RELY ON IT TO PICK UP ALL THE INFORMATION YOU WANT
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