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THE AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENT.

INTRODUCTION.

IN telling the plain, story of the Australian Con-

tingent, it is desired to place on permanent, authori-

tative record the true course of a movement which,

in whatever light it may he regarded, does un-

doubtedly constitute an epoch in the history of our

Country. Whether the action of the Government

be approved, as by the virtually unanimous voice of

the Country it has been, as a bold and brilliant in-

spiration of genius, a noble proof of this young ,

land's courage and loyalty—or whether it be de-

nounced, as in some quarters it also has been, as a

violation of the Constitution and a wanton abuse of

power—the one fact remains the same. For good

or for evil, that action has taken Australia out of

the category of Colonies, and raised her, as has been

eloquently said, "to equal companionship with the

chivalrous Nations of the earth."' Men may differ
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air that, owing to recent disagreements with the
Colonial Office, the Colonies themselves were falter-
ing, if not absolutely in their allegiance to the Old
Country, at least in their good-will.

THE ]?IRST ACT.

It was then, in that moment of gloom and disaster,
that the idea of " Australia's opportunity" appears
to have struck, as the saying goes, " two great minds
at once,"—the Acting Premier (Mr. Dalley) and
his friend Sir Edward Strickland, K.O.B., himself
an old soldier of long service and distinction. The
latter was the first in the field, at any rate with the
public, with a letter to the Herald (see Appendix),
strongly urging the enrolment from amongst all
the Colonies of an Australian Legion or Con-
tingent for service against "England's and all
Christendom's old enemies, the Saracens" in
the Soudan. "What might have come from
this stirring appeal there is now .no saying, for
the same morning a Cabinet Council was called
by the Acting Premier, his own better, because

prompter, proposal of an immediate offer to the
Home Government of troops from New South.
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minorities. Let any man however reckon amongst

his own friends the number for and against; let him

look to the representative men of the Colony, and

reckon -their numbers, and the sides they have

chosen; let Mm look to the Churches; and last, to

the voices of the "World, as discovered in all the

great newspapers of all the Cities of Europe.

THE WOBLD'S APPROVAL.

It is easy in the light of latest received infor-
mation to justify tMs heading. The news of the

gratitude of England, the impression in Germany,

and the general surprise of Europe, flashed across

in necessarily brief messages, was in many quarters

treated with contempt; but those best versed

in the history and most familiar with the senti-

ment of Europe, and best able perhaps to judge of

the broad effects of such a movement, held their

peace, content to await the justification which, the

earliest Mail would surely bring. They did not

wait and trust in vain. The " Khedive," arriving

with English files up to the 20th February, puts
the Colony in possession of the fullyrecordedEnglish

mind up to that date. And how does it stand?
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APPENDIX A.

It lias been thought -well to give here the three

following speeches as, so to speak, the representative

speeches of the debate:—

Mr. DIBBS : If the House -wanted to be convinced of the

wisdom of the action of the Government in despatching our

troops to the Soudan in the first instance, and then calling Parlia-

ment together to sanction it, we have that conviction in the con-

duct of the Honorable Member who has just resumed his seat.

The Honorable Member informs us that he enters his protest

against the unconstitutional action of the Government. He tells

us distinctly that it was our duty to call Parliament together in

the first instance, and obtain its sanction for our proposed action

If we had appealed to Parliament in the first blush of the excite

ment, which ran very high when it became known that our offer had

been accepted by the Imperial Government, we should have had

a singular circumstance to record in the history of that time ; we

should have had the vote of the Honorable Member who is now

entering his protest by voting for the amendment of the Honorable

Member for Eden. Little things get whispered about, and I have

heard certain whispers about the Honorable Member; his name

1ms been mentioned.

Mr. F. B. SUTTOE : And so has yours !
N
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Mr. DIBBS: I have no doubt that it has, but I am now on my

trial, and I am prepared to defend myself. The Honorable Mem-

ber for The Hunter comes here as a champion in the cause of

constitutional government. I say again that had we done the

national wrong of calling Parliament together before despatching

the troops we should have had the vote of the Honorable Member.

The little thing whispered about the Honorable Member is this :

it is well known to the House and to the Country that some of

the citizens of Sydney invited the Mayor to call a meeting of the

citizens, for what purpose "*<—to express their approval of the

action of the Government!

Mr. BURNS : I know all about it!

Mr. DIBBS: The Honorable Member knows that I am going to

prove that he was one of those who approved of the action of the

Government.

Mr. BURNS : No!

Mr. DIBBS : The Honorable Member approved of the action of
the Government.

Mr. BURNS : At no time!

Mr. DIBBS: The Honorable Member signed the requisition to
the Mayor.

Mr. BURNS : No. I wish to explain

Mr. DIBBS : I object to the Honorable Member speaking now.

Mr. SPEAKER : An Honorable Member has the right to explain ;

but if the Honorable Member in the possession of the Chair

declines to give way, the explanation must bo made after the

termination of that Honorable Member's speech.
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Privates— Privates—

W. J. "Williamson. J. Ward.

J. Withey. F. Walmsley.

E. West. J. Walsh.

COMPANY B.

Captain Mulholland.

Lieutenant M'Donald.

Lieutenant Keating.

Sergeants—

W. 0. Shipway. -

J. 0. S. Schulstad. J. E. M'Nair.

0. E. Murray

Corporals— Privates—

W. Owen. J- Barnett.

C. P. Brickwald. W. H. Batton.

H. P. Ellis. H. Breakwel

E. Neville. H. S. A. Brooke.

A. J. Hamilton. . E. Blamshard.

Buglers— °- E- Blake' "
T. O'Neill. F. H. C. Brownlo-nr.

F. Kerr. S. G. Bayliss.

Privates— J- ̂  Begbie.

• J. B. Allston. F- Buctanan.

• B. Arnold. °- Chapman.

K Addison. E. T. Cane.

J. Boyce. T. A. Chalk.
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also have been included in this resolution. In my opinion, it
is impossible to over-estimate the good conduct of all these
contingents. (Hear, hear.) A portion o£ the Indian Contingent
especially has had the opportunity of rendering, in company with
British troops, most gallant and most conspicuous service; and
I have been informed by officers who were present that nothing
could exceed, not only the courage, but also the steadiness, the
firmness, and the soldier-like qualities, which were displayed by
the Sikh regiments on the occasion of the attack on JI'NeilL's
zareba—a coolness, and steadiness, and courage which did much
to avert the great and imminent danger •which at one time
threatened the whole of that force. (Cheers.)

The votes were passed in both Houses unanimously, amid loud
cheering.

APPENDIX G-.
THE PATRIOTIC FUND.

AMOUNT of Subscriptions to above, acknowledged by Hon.
Treasurers to the Fund:—

£ ». it.
Jas. Tyson (first con-

tribution) 2,000 0 0
Messrs. Livingstone

Learmonlh 2,000 0 0
Officers of Railway De-

partment 1,430 0 0
James B,. Fairfax (first

contribution) 1,000 0 0
W. Halliday (first con-

tribution) 1,000 0 0
Daniel Cooper 1,000 0 0
E. Ross Fairfax 1,000 0 0
Tb.03. Walker 1,000 0 0
Tooth & Co 1,000 0 0
Commercial Banking

Company of Sydney 1,000 0 0
BennettBrothors, Even-

ing News 1,000 0 0
David Barry 1,000 0 0
W. B. Lory 1,000 0 0
Parramtitta Patriotic

Fund, per S. j. I'our-
•on, hon. treasurer,,, COO 10 2

d.

9
0
0
0

Officers, Department of
Harbours and Elvers 649 7

Wm.Lnidley ............ 600 0
Mm. John Frazor ...... 500 0
Sir G. "W. Allen ......... BOO 0
Freemasons of the

Grand Lodge of Now
South Wales, per Dr.
H. J. Tarrant ......... 600 0 0

Mr. Donald Larnach... 500 0 0
The Hon. Thos. Holt,

by his attorney, F.
J.E. Holt ............ 500 0 0

E. T.Webb ............ 390 0 0
Field and Officer Staff, f 2 2 0

Survey Branch ...... (.300 110
J. Million ............... 250 0 0
Farmer & Co ............. 250 0 0
J. II. Goodlttt ......... 2dO 0 0
Oilltiorn, 1'ohtul and

Monoy Ordou Do*
Tiiu'tiwmli ............ 325 0 i

J.JlimUou ............... 200 0 0
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