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THE COLONY OF VICTORIA.

VICTORIA, the most Southern of the Australian Colonies, may be considered to have been
discovered in January, 1802, by Lieut. John Murray, the commander of the Lady
Nelson. The coast line, however, had been partially surveyed and named by his pre-
decessor, Lieutenant Grant, in the previous year. Captain Flinders in  the  Investigator
entered and further explored the bay, which had been named after the first Governor of
New South Wales, Port Phillip, in April, 1802. In the following year Mr. Grimes, the
Surveyor General of New South Wales, discovered and sailed up the Yarra, and reported
on the capabilities of the bay and country. In 1803, Captain Collins arrived with a fleet
of convict ships, with the intention of forming a penal settlement ; but his first impres-
sions of the new land were so unfavourable, that after a very brief stay he hastily
abandoned the country. In December, 1824, Mr. Hamilton Hume and a male party of
seven reached the site of Geelong, having travelled overland from Yass,New South Wales.
They, however, made no attempt at settlement. In 1834 the Hentys of Launceston,
Tasmania, established a whaling station at Portland Bay, and this may be looked upon
as the first settlement in the colony of Port Phillip. In May, 1835, Mr. John Batman,
a native of Van Diemen's Land, arrived in Port Phillip harbnur, and landed on the
western shore ; to him therefore is due the honour of being the first settler, though his
fellow-colonist, the late Mr. John P. Fawkner, who sailed up the Yarra in November of
the same year, is generally considered as having been the practical founder of the city
of Melbourne.

The very favourable reports that had been given of the capabilities of the new
country soon attracted other settlers, and in 1836 it was computed that the population
comprised 224 persons, of whom, however, only 38 were females. The stock was estimated
at 75 horses, 155  horned cattle, and 41,332 sheep ; and 50 acres of land were under
cultivation. In the following year the population, according to the official returns, in-
creased mores than fivefold, the natural increase being however, but eight. The first land
sales were recorded about this time ; they comprised 100 half-acre allotments ; these lots
realized £25, £35, £45, a few as high as £75 and £85, and one £95. The first exports,
too, are recorded at this time ; they consisted of wool, tallow, and Bide , the latter being
estimated of the value of £50, and the wool at £11,639. The imports for the same year
amounted to £115,379. In 1839 the first newspaper, a miniature sheet, in manuscript,
called the  JlIelboui ne Advertiser,  was issued. On September 30th, 1839, the first
Governor, Mr. C. J. Latrobe, was appointed, under the designation of Superintendent of
the District of Port Philip. In the year preceding the appointment of the Superintendent,
the population had greatly increased, the returns showing a total of 3511 persons,
having nearly tripled those of the former year; the disparity between the sexes still con-
tinuing, there being only 431 females among this number. Though extensive land sales
took place, the number of acres under cultivation amounted to only 150, attention being
mainly given to the raising of stock, which in two short years increased to 524 horses,
13,272  cattle, and 310,946 sheep ; the exports of wool were reckoned at 320,383 lbs., of
tallow,  18,111  lbs., and hides and skins to the value of £117. Some attention, too, began
to be paid to the education of the young, and four schools, having among them 78
scholars, are returned as the educational statistics of the year. It is not, however, till
1839 that there is any official return of provision for the spiritual wants of the people,
there being at that time six places of worship.

So early as 1840 the government of the colony by New South Wales was not con-
sidered beneficial, and steps were taken in that and the following year to bring about
separation ; these efforts were however unsuccessful. Up to 1841, the run of prosperity
which had marked the first days of the settlement, steadily continued ; but about this
period a monetary crisis came, and the colony retrograded for some time, though the
official returns do not give much idea of it, the population having increased to 20,4113



THE FIJI ISLANDS.

THESE islands are becoming  now so associated with Australia, and particularly with the
colonies  of New South Wales and Victoria, that some description of them becomes
almost requisite . The following particulars are gleaned from the letters of Mr. Britton,
the  special correspondent of the  Melbourne Argus,  and other sources :-The enterprising
Dutch navigator, Tasman, discovered the Fiji Islands about the year 1643. They were
sighted but not touched at later on by our own navigator, Captain Cook, who named the
island now  called Vatoa, Turtle Island. Later still, in 1789, they were closely passed by
Lieut. Bligh in his long and perilous boat voyage, after being turned adrift from the
Bounty. In 1796 the missionary ship " Duff " touched at the Islands, and would have
landed missionaries but for the hostile attitude of the natives. Perhaps the earliest
known  settlement made by the Europeans was by a party of convicts, who escaped from
New South Wales in the year 1804 in an open boat, and after much peril and suffering
succeeded in making the Islands, where they were received kindly by the natives.
Additions to the white population were made from time to time by shipwrecked  seamen,
and by deserters from the whaling ships, who frequently touched at the islands for
water and fresh provisions. About the year 1835 some small traders succeeded in
effecting a lodgment on the beach at Levuka, and at various times their numbers were
augmented  by other traders and planters, till in the year 1859 it was estimated that the
white population was not far short of 100. In 1866, 26 British and 3 Foreign ships
were entered, their gross tonnage amounting to 4314. In the following year the popu-
lation had nearly quintupled itself, the imports during the year had increased to
£29,000, and the exports, consisting of cotton, cocoa nut oil, beche-de-mer, etc., to
£39,969.  Much land, too, began to be brought under cultivation, and numerous planta-
tions were opened up in various parts for the culture of Sea Island Cotton, for which
the soil and climate are eminently fitted. From 1867 to the present time a steady tide
of immigration, principally from Victoria, has been setting in. In 1868, 52 ships of the
aggregate tonnage of 6560 were entered ; in the succeeding year 93 ships of 7920
tonnage were entered, and during the years 1870 and 1871 it is estimated that these
numbers have been almost doubled. The exports during this time were as follows :-
In 1868, £45,167, of which cotton alone was valued at £30,975, the next and largest
being tortoiseshell, £8000. In 1869, the exports  were  £57,020, cotton again being the
staple export, amounting to £45,000. In the first six  months of 1871 the export returns
reached the large amount of £43,038.

Fiji is more intimately associated with Victoria on account of the Polynesian Com-
pany, which was an association projected at Melbourne in February, 1868, for taking
up the offer of cession of 200,000 acres of land made by king Thakombau to the British
Government, on consideration of an indemnity being paid to the American Consul for
alleged damage done to the consulate. In addition to the land, special concessions were
also offered. The Company was formed, and the transaction carried out ; but the
success of  the Company is not favourably spoken of, though they have plenty of good
land, with fine harbours.

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES.-The Fijian Archipelago, known under the general name
of the Fiji or Fee Jee Islands, consists of a cluster of islands and islets varying greatly
in size in  the South Pacific Ocean, occupying the central portion of Western Polynesia.
They lie about midway between the Tongan Islands and the French Colony and Island
of New Caledonia, between the meridians of 177° east and 178° west longitude, and
between the parallels of 15° 30' and 20° 30' south latitude. The number is variously
stated, but it is believed to be about 225. They are dotted over an area of ocean
extending nearly 300 miles from east to west,  and 200 miles  north to south, and it is
computed that their aggregate superficies is about equal to that of the principality of
Wales. The principal islands are Viti Levu and Vanua Levu each of which has a
circumfe re nce  of about 250  miles  ; in these two islands the principal planters
reside.  Next in importance  and size  to these are Kandavu, Taviuni, Rambi, Koro,
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Oct. 10.-Mr. Marsh, an extensive squatter in the
New England district, N.S.W.

Oct. 15.-Dr. Mingaye Syder, at Geelong; a very
old practitioner.

Oct. 17.-Dean Summers, at Jubiaco, Parra-
matta.

Oct. 28.-Lady Edith Christian Fergusson, wife
of Sir James Fergusson, Governor of South Aus-
tralia . The deceased lady was second daughter
of the Marquis of Dalhousie. She was married to
Sir James Fergusson in 1859.

Oct. 30.-Mrs. Grafton Ross, only daughter of
Mr. John Fairfax , of  the Sydney Morning Herald-
by a carriage accident near Sydney, N.S.W.

Nov. 4.-Mr. John Harvey, an old resident of
Bendigo,  Victoria.

Nov.-Hon. William Pettell, M.L.C. for the
Southern Province of Victoria.

Nov. 10.-Dr. Brownwell, for many years con-
nected  with the Imperial establishment, Tas-
mania.

Nov. 14.-Mr. Charles G. E. Platts, a well-known
bookseller  of Adelaide.

Dec. 12.-Rev. George Mackie, at Melbourne,
Moderator  of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
to which office he had only been appointed a few
days.

Dec. 12.-Mr. John Spence Ogilvy-suddenly.
He was an elder of the Rev. George Mackie's
church. Pastor and elder died on the same day.

Dec. 15.-Mr. Daly, eldest son of the late
Governor of South Australia, of apoplexy.

Dec. 15.-Mr. Thomas Austin, the owner of
Barwon Park, near Geelong. He emigrated to
Tasmania  about 1832, and arrived in Victoria
about 1836.

Dec. 18.-Hon. George Rolfe, at Melbourne. He
was an active  and prominent citizen. He sat for
several years in the Legislative Council as repre-
sentative for the North Western Province.

Dec.-Mr. Alexander Brock-an old settler of
Victoria, who arrived in the colony in 1837.

Dec. 25.-Robert Good, at Longbottom, N.S.W.
One of the survivors of the Battle of Waterloo.

1872.

Jan. 15.-Mr. John King, a prominent member
of the Burke and Wills exploring expedition.
Mr. King was the sole survivor of this expedition.
He lived with the natives some time, and was
kindly treated by them.

Jan. 15.-Mr. James Andrew Buchan, Manager
of the South Australian Bank at Gawler-sud-
denly, of apoplexy.

Jan. 28.-Mr. R. A. Fiveash, manager of the
Yudanamutana and Blinman Mines, of apoplexy.

Jan. 29.-Captain Ray Boucaut, South Australia,
-suddenly, of apoplexy.

Feb. 1.-Captain Hagley, of the steamer Tararau,
of sunstroke.

Feb. 2.-Mr. W. Keene, a well-known geologist,
at Raymond Terrace, N.S.W. He was formerly
Government geologist, and subsequentlyExaminer
of the coal-fields.

Feb. 12.-Mr. G. H. Rogers, at Melbourne,
comedian .  One of the cleverest actors that has
ever appeared on the Australian stage.

Feb. 15.-Rev. Mr. Gunn, Presbyterian minister.
He died in Macquarie Street, Sydney, about an
hour after he landed from the Tamerlane.

March 1.-Rev. Dr. Shiel , Roman  Catholic bishop
of Adelaide. During his ministry he built sixteen
churches, St. Francis Xavier's Hall, five school-
houses,  the Dominican Convent, middle, and poor
schools. He also established St. Francis Xavier's
College ,  Orphanage ,  and a female refuge.
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March 1.-George A .  Baker ,  son of the' Hon.
John Baker,  somewhat suddenly ,  at Adelaide, of
typhoid fever. Age, 27 years.

March 11.-Mr .  Thomas Taylor ,  an old colonist
of South Australia.

March .- Captain James Lawrence, auctioneer,
shipping and commission agent, of Lloyds rooms.

March 13.-Rev. Henry Norbert Woolfrey,
Roman Catholic clergyman ,  at Waverley, near
Sydney,  at the advanced age of 73 years.

March 20.-William Charles Wentworth, at
Winbourne ,  in Dorsetshire ,  aged 80. He was born
at Norfolk  Island about the year 1792, was
educated in New South Wales ,  and was one of the
most celebrated men of the day. His remains
have been decreed a public funeral.

April  26.-Rev .  Ralph Drummond ,  at Mitcham,
S.A., aged  80. He was the pioneer minister of
Presbyterianism in South Australia .  He came to
the colony in 1839, and was the founder ,  and for
many years pastor ,  of the church now presided
over by the Rev. Charles Lyall.

May 18.-Hon. John Baker, M.L.C. at Morialta,
after a lingering illness, aged 59. Mr. Baker was
one of the pioneers of South Australia,  and one of
its foremost public men.

May 19.-Montagu Consett Stephen, in London.
He was a well-known solicitor--son of Sir Alfred
Stephen.

May 25.-Mr. R. T. Atkin, of consumption. He
was formerly a Member of the Legislative
Assembly of Queensland.

June 2.-Right Rev. Dr. Viard, Roman Catholic
Bishop at Wellington, N.Z. He landed in New
Zealand in 1839.

June 11.-Mr. John Davies, M.H.A., proprietor
of the  Hobart Town Mercury,  of apoplexy. He was
a very old colonist, and had long been connected
with the Australian press.

June.-Mr. R. B. White, R.A.M., a well-known
musician of South Australia, accidentally drowned.

July 2.-Mr. Daniel Bunco, for many years
Curator of the Geelong Botanical Gardens,
Geelong.

July.-Mr. John Russell, a well known musician
of Melbourne, and founder of the Philharmonic
Society of Melbourne.

July.-Mr. Thomas Wills, at Willamere, Kew,
Victoria, at the advanced age of 72.

July.-Mr. Michael Curtain, an old colonist, who
arrived in Melbourne in 1839.

July.-Mr. John Catto, one of the  pioneers of
the colony of Victoria.

July 7.-Mr. Arthur Horrocks, an old settler of
South Australia.

Lady Daly, widow  of Sir Dominic Daly, late
Governor of South Australia, aged 71,  after a long
and severe illness. She arrived in Adelaide about
ten years ago ; the last four years of her life were
spent in comparative seclusion at Glenelg.

July 21.- Rev. Stephen Rabone, suddenly, in
Devonshire street, as he was proceeding to Wesley
Church, Chippendale, N.S.W.

July.-Mr. Oscar Lines, of Findon, South Aus-
tralia. He was an old colonist ,  having landed in
1836.

Aug.-Captain Tredwin, for four  years sea pilot
at Maryborough.

Aug.-Mr .  Patrick Brady ,  a well-known con-
tractor ,  and constructor of much of the work on
the Victoria  railways.

Aug. 24.- Mr. James Brook ,  a prominent solicitor
of Adelaide, suddenly, of apoplexy.

Aug. 24.-Mr. John Temple  Sagar, an old South
Australian colonist ,  at Fiji.

Sept. 1.-Mr .  Henry Bohm ,  proprietor of the
Cleveland Bay Express,  suddenly .  He was a
respected townsman. The funeral was one of the



DIRECTORY  AND BUSINESS GUIDE.

*Brooks, Robinson, & Co., 73 & 74 Ethel-
burga House, Bishopsgate - street,
Within- Glass ,  Lead, and General

Brown, T., & Co., 62, lloorgate-street-
General.

Broadwood, J., & Sins, 33, Great
Pulteney-street, W.-Pianos and
Harps.

Brown, Bros. & Co., 80, Cannon-street,
E. C.-Machinery.

Bryant & May, Whitechapol-road-
Matches ,  Vestas, Blacking, &c.

'Buckley & Nunn, 39, Carter's-lane,
Doctor's-commons-Drapery.

Buick, James, & Co., agents for William-
son & Thomas, Launceston, Tasmania;
9, Barge-yard-chambers, Bucklersbury
- Drapery  and General.

Burgess & Key, Holborn Viaduct-Agri-
cultural  implements.

Burgess & Son, 107, Strand- Oill_zen's
Stores.

Burgess, Willows, & Willows, 101, High
Holborn- Drugs  and Chemicals.

Burgoyne, Burbidges & Co., 16, Coleman-
street-Drugs ,  Chemicals, and
Druggists ' Sundries.

Burroughes & Watts, 19, Soho-square-
Billiard Tables.

Burrows & Sons, 129 & 130, Houndsditch
-Confectionery.

Burnett, W. & Co., 90, Cannon-street, E.C.
-Disinfecting Fluid.

Butterworth Bros., TO, Bashigh_till-street
-General.

Cadbury Bros., 134, tipper Thames-
street-Cocoa and Chocolate.

Canton Robert, 22 and 23, Aldorsgate-
street-Valentines & Fancy Sta-
tionery.  See Advt.

Carr, Robert & Son, 89, Blackfriars-road
-Blacking.

Carson & Sons, La Belle Sauvage Yard,
Ludgate-hill -  Paints, Oils, Var-
nishes and Brushes.

Carter & Co., 237, 238 and 261, High
Holborn-Seeds.

Carter, Tyas, & Co., 7, Poultry -
General.

Caslon, H. W., & Co., 22 and 23, Chiswell-
street-Type.

CASTELBERG & CO., 90, Newgate-street-
Watches and Clocks .  See Advt.

Champion & Co., 115, City-road-Vine-
gar and Acetic Acid.

Chappell & Co., 49, 50, and 51 New Bond-
street-Music and Pianos.

Chaplin & Co., 117, Cannon-street -
Engines  and Machinery.

Cheesman, G., & Sons, Neckinger-road,
S.W.-Leather.

CHILD, W. H., 43 and 45, Worship-street
-Brushware. See Advt.
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CHILES & Co., 57 and 60, Belmont-street,
N.W.-Kamptulico3A  and Floor
Cloth .  See Advt.

*Christie & Co., 22, Basinghall- street-
Soft Goods.

Chubb & Son, 57, St. Paul's Churchyard
-Safes and Locks.

*Clarke, J., & Co., 7, Poultry-General
Merchandise.

Clayton & Shuttleworth, 78, Lombard-
street - Agricultural Imple-
ments.

Cleaver, F. S., & Son, 32, Red Lion-
street, Holborn -  Soap and Per-
fumery.

COATS, J. & P., 80, Wood-street, Cheap-
side-W. Gilmour, agent.- Six-cord
Sewing Cottons in  all sizes, from 10
to 100, specially adapted for Sewing
Machines.  See Adet.

*Cochrane & Brien, Godfrey's-court, Milk-
street, E.C. - Manchester Goods
and General.

Cobb, A. B., & Co., 34, Gt. St. Helen's-
General.

Cohen, A. J., 45, Westminster-
bridge-road-Mirrors and Furniture.

Cohen Bros., & Co., 73, Coleman-streot-
General.

Cohen, D Lvid, & Co., 19, St. Helen's-
place, Bishopsgato-Ganeral.

Cohen, J. P., & Co., 32, Fenchurch-street
-Ultramarines.

COLE & PESRT, 266, Strand- Quartz
Crushing and other  Machinery.
See Advt.

Collard & Collard, 26, Cheapside-
Pianos.

Collyns & Co., 5, East India Avenue-
General.

Colt's Fire Arms Co., 14, Pall MIall-
Revolvers and Fire Arms.

Compton, H., & Co., 148, Fencllurcli-
street- Tin Foil ,  Tea Lead, and
Pewter  Articles.

Condy, H.B., 6, Billiter-street, E.C., and
Battersea, S.W.-Disinfectants.

"Connell, Watson, and Hogartll, 27, Min-
cing- lane-General.

Cook, Robertson, & Co., Bromley, E.-
Blacking, Drysaltery.

Cooper & Holt, 48 to 50, Bunhill-row,
E. C.-Furniture.

Corbiere & Son, 30, Cannon-street--
General.

Corfield, J., 1, Bride-court, Bride-street-
Bookbinding  Materials.

Corbett, Thomas, 85, Gracechurch-street
-General.

Cog, Richard, 2, Pinner's-court, 0111
Broad-street-General.

Cos, Gould & Co., 33, Chicksand-street,
E.-Chemicals.
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General Tips

for searching and getting more from Archive CD Books products

• update to version 6 or later of Adobe Reader at www.adobe.com for the best searching capability.

• enter the MINIMUM number of characters needed to bring up the search results required

• use Adobe Reader to do some trial searches to try to identify the characters that may be misread. These can show
up in the extra text in the search results list. A few minutes trial will help you to avoid using characters that are
more prone to being misread, e.g. try entering "rederi" if you want "Frederick", but find that the letters "F" "c" and "k" 
are sometimes misread.

• use the "Match whole word" option to eliminate unnecessary items in your results list, e.g. to eliminate all the
blacksmiths and tinsmiths etc when you only want the name Smith

• use the "Match case" option when you want to eliminate all the occupations "smith" if you only want the name
"Smith"

• Don’t just search for names. Search the book for other names, places and subjects of interest:
• look for others of the same name

• look for others who lived in the same place or street

• who was the postmaster or police officer in the town?

• how often and at what time did the coach arrive in town?

• what churches were there and what time were services held?

• what other activities were there in the community?

• look for others who had the same occupation or other interests

All of this and more may be available in a seemingly mundane book such as a directory. Learn much of the background 
of life at the time, even if your ancestor is not listed there.




