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CHAPTER V.

LIFE IN THE BUSH

MOUNT SPENCER country consisted of three runs adjoining
each other, known respectively as Mount Spencer, Hasle-
wood, and Blue Mountain. The whole area was nearly
400 square miles, capable of carrying over 20,000 head of
cattle in any season ; but when I first went there, there
were not above 12,000. Though some parts of the run
were very rough riding, it was all very good cattle country,
and wonderfully well watered. Numbers of large creeks
ran in every direction, and large water-holes were scattered
all over the run, so that it hardly suffered at all in the
severest drought. The cattle were a very well-bred herd,
and the grass was first-rate, so they fattened splendidly.
The head station was at Mount Spencer, and the adjoining
run was kept principally for a breeding station. At Hasle-
wood there was another station, with yards and paddocks,
and the run was fenced off from Mount Spencer by a line
of fence twelve miles long, and was used with Blue Mount-
ain run for a fattening station for bullocks. At Blue
Mountain there was a small hut, a horse paddock, and
stockyard, and at the far end of Mount Spencer run was
another small hut, used for camping out, and a sapling yard
for yarding cattle at night, when it was too late to take
them to the head station.

At Mount Spencer there were two stockmen, Frank



THE FARM-MOUNT SPENCER.



CHAPTER, XII.

GOLD-MINING

ONE day I heard that gold had been found in a creek on
the western fall of the coast range, about forty miles from
here, and that a "rush" had already set in, so I determined
to go up and see what was going on. I was delayed for a
few days by the flooded state of the creeks between here
and the diggings. While I was waiting I was joined by
Dick Absolon, formerly in our employ as stockman, and
now on his way to the new rush.

Dick Absolon is the beau ideal of a colonist. Brave as a
lion, which animal he somewhat resembles in appearance,
gentle as a child, with a capacity for hard work that
nothing can satisfy, and a cheerfulness that no run of bad
luck can discourage, whatever he starts at he is a bad man
to beat. His brother Jack, in every way as good a bit of
stuff as himself, was already on the diggings waiting for him.
They both came to the colony very young, and, through
many ups and downs, have stuck together ever since. To
use an Americanism, they have been pulled through all
sorts of knotholes ; stockriding, carrying on the road,
contract-fencing, gold-mining, copper-mining, managing
stations, they have worked hard at all of them, and finally,
having made a rise, they went into sugar-growing in the
Mackay district at a bad time, and lost all they had made.

Altogether they are sad examples of the fact that it is



CHAPTER XVII.

QUEENSLAND AND HER RESOURCES AND PROSPECTS:

QUEENSLAND dates her existence from the year 1859,
when she was separated from New South Wales, and she
is, therefore, the youngest of the Australian group of
colonies. But her vast area, almost the whole of which
is available, her varied climate, and the lavish manner in
which Nature has bestowed upon her all the resources that
go to make a country great, foretell, with certainty, that
she will before long assume the leading position among
her sisters, and eventually develop into one of the finest
countries in the world.

The area of Queensland is 668,224 square miles, rather
more than five and a half times the area of the United
Kingdom, and the whole population in 1882 was only
248,255.

All along the coast runs a broad belt of mountainous
country, entirely covered with forest. The timber becomes
thicker and thicker towards the tops of the mountains,
the higher ones being overgrown with dense impenetrable
" scrub," while the slopes and valleys between are open
timber, with long grass growing everywhere amongst the
trees.

Between the foot of the coast range and the sea is a
tract of level country, varying from sixty to a few miles in
width, in which are situated large areas of the finest



CHAPTER XIX.

SYDNEY

WHERE Sydney Harbour got its reputation for beauty I
am quite at a loss to imagine. I never saw anything more
forlornly ugly in the way of scenery. Undoubtedly it is
one of the finest harbours from a naval point of view in the
world, but there is nothing whatever picturesque about it.
It is surrounded by low rocky ridges about 200 feet high,
covered all over with stunted trees.

At the far end lies the town itself, which has not a
single feature to recommend it. All over the ridges to the
south, and on a part of those to the north, are scattered
staring white villa residences. Many of these have lovely
gardens and grounds, and when you get near them are
very pretty spots. But the general panorama of Sydney
Harbour, whether viewed from the sea or from the land,
is positively ugly.

There is no distance to be seen anywhere, and nothing
pretty in the way of a foreground. The sea is never a
healthy blue, and the colouring of the land is a dull, dirty,
monotonous green, that looks as if it had been dredged
over with sand. There is invariably a sickly glare in the
atmosphere, except just at sunrise and sunset, that would
effectually destroy far greater pretensions to beauty than
any that Sydney can boast of. I have lived in Sydney for
months. I have sailed all over the harbour in a boat, and



CHAPTER XXII.

IMPERIAL FEDERATION

IT is impossible for anyone to visit Australia without
speculating upon the future that awaits a country possessing
such enormous natural wealth and resources. The rapid
development that has taken place in every part of this
continent during the past thirty years—a development for
which there is no parallel in history—makes it certain that
before long Australia will form a very considerable item
in making up the balance of political power throughout the
world. Already she has become a financial power of the
first magnitude, and the annual yield of gold in Victoria
alone has no small share in determining the value of money
in every market from Hong-Kong to London.

It is obvious that a country with the natural advantages
of Australia, inhabited, as she is, by the only race who
have ever proved themselves able to rise from a colony
into a nation, has before her, if she choose to claim it, an
existence as one of the independent powers of the world.
The question, therefore, naturally arises as to whether she
will elect to remain a portion of the British Empire, or
whether she will prefer to sever the connection that binds
her to the mother country.

In the whole history of the world there has probably
never been a question raised of such stupendous importance.
The remarks which apply to Australia apply with equal
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