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THE SITE OF BRISBANE.

Brisbane differs essentially from the capitals of the other
Australian colonies, in scenery. In its infancy, it was simply the
prettiest country township in New South Wales. It has not the
Highland " loch " like, and lovely harbour of Sydney, nor the snow-
clad mountain, of Hobart, to back it up; but it has a winding river,
as wide as the Thames at London, and below it, and far deeper. It
has—what Sydney, and Melbourne, and London have not—
picturesque timbered hills, from 200 to 1,000 feet high, within a
five-mile radius. It is only ten miles from the sea, in place of 50,
as London is, and this forms a great element in the scenery. The
country is quartz, slate, and granite, wholesomer than sandstone,
and well drained ; and from its hills, of 250 feet, and upwards,
there is a far reaching view to be obtained, such as neither London,
or the other places named, can show, from 250 feet of height ; east-
ward and northward, 50 miles ; south ward, 80 miles ; westward,
70 miles. You can see to the east the river, the sea, and the
distant islands of Moreton and Stradbroke ; westward, 70 miles, to
the giant warder mountains that enclose the Darling Downs 3 south,
to the peaks which border New South Wales ; north, to the ranges,
which are neighbours unto those overlooking the head waters of the
Mary, and the Burnett ; a stretch of country, that would blot out all
Wales, or a great part of Ireland, or Tasmania, can be seen from
the hill summits in Brisbane, and a combination of river and
mountain, sea and city, farm and forest, garden and steeple, that
would make up a notable landscape anywhere ; and, as one
enthusiastic and clerical climber of the 1,000 feet hill said to me of
it, " The finest view I have seen, outside of Switzerland." Inside
the city boundary, the greatest elevation is 300 feet, at " Highgate
Hill," and, nowhere within the municipal boundaries of London,
'Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, or Hobart, is there so high a one as
this, which fact gives a fair idea of the hill and dale in the capital
of Queensland. The beautiful estuary of the Derwent, at Hobart,
is here wanting, and so are the rock capes, and miniature bays, of
Port Jackson ; but there is the 1,000 feet wide river, from 25 to
100 feet deep, on which the 5,000-ton steamers—which loom so large



WITH CATTLE TO CAPE YORK PENINSULA.

Wyndomel Station had originally been formed (and the power-
ful tribe of the black aborigines thereon broken up and dispersed, in
the year 1844) by two brothers, named Tindal, young men—younger
sons—of a good family, who, with their trusty servant, Jim Carrick
(fairly educated, and the son of the game-keeper), left England in
1843, with some £3,500, to seek their fortune in Australia. They
worked the station with varying success till 1849, when Charles,
the younger brother, bitten with the Californian gold fever, sailed
thither, taking with him Jim Carrick, and leaving Henry to carry
on the business of grazier, at WyndOmel, on joint account. Charles
was drowned in a boating trip up the Sacramento River, after his
return, unsuccessful, from the mines ; and his brother Henry, who
got the sad news from the returned Jim Carrick—hating the
solitude—sold the station, and returned to England, and the
property had passed through several hands before Hugh Delpard
bought it. Jim Carrick, however, had remained a fixture as sheep
overseer, under all the different masters it had seen, and he was
now looked upon as the father of the run, and the oracle of all the
hands employed.

One of the " institutions " of WynclOmel was old Donald
Macalpine, chief of the shepherds. He was the best draughts
player in the district. In vain, did " strong amateurs," and even
travelling " Dick, the card sharper "—who knew everything—essay
their hands on him; the old man's knowledge of the "Dyke," "Laird
and Lady," " Bristol," and so forth, was too thorough ; and he was
so good and gentle with it all. There was none of the lust of
victory, the gaudia certaminis, in his draughts play. He would
often turn the board round when he had you beaten, and shew you
how he could, still, save and " draw " it. What he wanted was,
not conquest, but for the dear old " dambrod " to be properly set
forth in all its beauty. His attitude at the board was perfect, and
was a study in itself. There was none of that slovenly placing a
man half on this square, half on that ; no " fiddling," and half
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August is just the time to make any visitor feel braced up and jolly.
They, at 17 and 15 years of age, respectively, had a wider circle of
the maternal sort of sympathisers, than their Uncle Alfred had, in
Brisbane, at maturer 23, thirteen years earlier ; and the ball, in
their honour, was given by the Mayor, Mr. John Sinclair, and was
not a mere subscription affair. It was the largest ever seen in
Brisbane, with 1,500 guests. Fancy costumes and naval uniforms
lighted up the scene ; and there were guests there, too, who were
loyal, but had never been to a ball before ; middle-aged and Non-
conformist ladies—in high black silk dresses, with heavy bank
balances, whose wills it was good to be remembered in, and who
never saw a waltz before, or since—went to look at Queen Victoria's
grandsons ; and the handsome Louis of Battenberg flirted immensely
when he had a chance ; and the ball passed with an eclat that was
long remembered in Brisbane.

One sad event occurred while the princes were here. On the
18th August, 1881, the day they landed (the fateful 18/8/1881, seven
figures from only two figures, and which read the same both ways),
the chief Roman Catholic dignitary in Queensland, Bishop Quinn,
died ; and it was a cruel puzzle to many a good citizen that day as
to whether the flags should be half-mast high, or not. The chief'
Roman Catholic in England, Cardinal Manning, died on the same
day, I believe, as Albert Victor. Bishop Quinn was a foremost
welcomer of the Duke of Edinburgh when he landed in Brisbane, in
February, 1868.

INTERNATIONAL CRICKET, JANUARY, 26TH, 1883,

AT SYDNEY.

IVO BLIGH'S ELEVEN V. AUSTRALIA.

It is not every day that the cricket "dons," of Oxford and Cambridge
combined with the wily professionals of Notts and York, pay a visit
to Australia, so I was bound to be there, when they met the flower
of New Holland at Moore Park, Sydney. On arrival, I found every
pavilion crowded to the roof, though play had only just begun, and
not a wicket had fallen ; 18,000 people were present, and this, too,
despite the regatta, races, and picnics, elsewhere ; in fact, it was the
largest " gallery " ever seen in Australia, and raised grave doubts in
the minds of all hands as to how the " multitude were to be fed in.
the wilderness."



STUDD AND SPOFFORTH.	 253

England won the toss, and went in. The day was gloriously fine,
but humid, and caused misgivings of thunderstorms, with that
powerful south-easter in full blast. C. T. Studd and the professional
Barlow, faced the bowling, and the soldierly bearing and skilled
fencer style, of the former, were apparent at a glance. Barlow
looked " slouching " by comparison, and many of the balls, from
Giffen, Palmer, and Spofforth, seemed to puzzle hint ; but none of
them troubled the free and graceful play of Studd for one moment.
Plenty of facile " placing " and run-stealing followed. Swift, our
Queensland visitor (and opponent) of 1875, was umpire for Aus-
tralia. Spofforth did not " come off," and was replaced by Garrett.
A cannon-ball hit of Studd's was dropped by Murdoch at point, so a
long life was at once predicted for him ; but he was run out, and the
Oxford and Rugby hero, the quiet, but dangerous-looking, Leslie, fol-
lowed, 1-31-40. Barlow, despite his untaking style, proved a
regular bowling-killer, in his dogged, but never daring, defence. No
sound broke the stillness and monotony, save the shrill, sharp " no,"
ipr " run," heard after the " click " of bat and ball, and one of those
sudden lulls that creep, at times, over the most lively game, was
broken by Spofforth sending Leslie's timbers flying, ere he had
scored ; 50 runs, at least, thus snipped off the English score, as by
the scissors of Fate. Steel took his place, and Spofforth continued
to waste much energy on the impenetrable Barlow, who was only
dismissed by a catch, just as lunch was announced. That meal over
—and it was a " Duke Humphrey " repast for many, and eatables
were all gone at 2 p.m., and " drinks " at 3 . 30—Barnes, a patient-
looking professional, came on. Steel tried to face the terrific sun,
hatless, but had to "give it best." Barnes did not do much, and,
when he retired, Read, a far more formidable bat, came to the
rescue, Steel fell a victim to the dextrous Blackham of the dark
gloves (size unknown), who was ubiquitous behind the wicket; while,
as for Alec Bannerman, no nurse ever watched and picked up an
errant baby, as he did every ball that moved near him ; 68 runs
were all the dividend paid by four wickets, but that low average
was not to last, for Read and Tylecote were sworn to avenge the
fate of Leslie. Five wickets were down for 70, and this was the
turning point of the Englishmen's luck. Tylecote and his mate
batted freely, " slewed " the ball behind them, to the fence, for
"fours," and did it again, and again, till 105 went up. The Aus-
tralian fielding was perfect, but the batting and the placing of every
ball were so free and faultless, that the score could not be kept down.
Tylecote continued to deal out graceful slips and " draws " in plenty,
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6th, 1851, into a blaze which measured 100 miles, from east to west,
and travelling southerly before an equatorial hurricane. The
weather, since then, has been well in the memory of most people,
and need not, here, be recorded. A graphic summary of some
vagaries of Australian weather may be condensed, when we remem-
ber, that, in a given place, the rainfall of a whole year will be
equalled by the downpour of 24 hours only; and the quota of a wet
24 hours, will, sometimes, have to be put up with, "spread out thin,"
over a whole year ! 18 inches in a day ; 18 inches in a year.

MELBOURNE IN 1888.

Albury Railway Station, New South Wales, at daybreak, on a
bitterly cold summer morning, at the beginning of November, is
not exactly the place where a Queenslander of 40 years residence,
and en route to the Melbourne Cup, would care to suddenly wake up to
the stern realities of life, which include—at that time and place—
only a few minutes for breakfast, and those few cruelly impinged
upon by the Custom House officers on the Russian—I beg pardon—
on the Victorian—frontier, who insist on all your keys and seeing all
that is in your boxes ; the inquisition being of no consequence if it
were not for the time filched from the too brief space allowed for
changing trains, transferring luggage, and feeding. Shade of
Australian Federation! When will this "Douanier" border business
come to an end ? It is all so distasteful to a poor Queenslander
accustomed to the warm, tropical, leisurely siesta style of life—to
find himself, at only 522 feet above the sea, nearly freezing in
November, and bustled and hustled, moreover, as if life were limited
to three score and ten months, in place of so many years. This
happened to me, and, further on, I came to a place called Glenrowan,
where, I was informed, the battle of Ned Kelly—his Waterloo in
fact—was fought ; fine pastoral country, no doubt, like most of
Victoria, and the bullets flew thickly enough to satisfy the most
sensation-craving, mortal. But it was common-place, in point of
scenery, and not one-tenth part so romantic looking as the precipices
of " Hassan's Walls." Bowenfels, near Hartley, in the Blue
Mountains, where another bushranger, the best part of 100 years
earlier, had fought kis battles. On I sped per rail across the great
colony of Victoria, last crossed by me in 1853, past places marked
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