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AUSTRALIA
FROM A WOMAN'S POINT OF VIEW

CHAPTER I

SOME GENERAL REMARKS

" Thou hast  in thy confines many a haven
Where  peace and plenty reign from year to year,

Where lines on fair white brows are never graven
By lonely days and nights of lonely fear.

" Where dance and song are never out of fashion,
And life  is  an eternal, gracious Spring :

Where Honour  is  a creed  and  Love  a passion,
And every  true  man  is  of himself a King."

KENNETH MACKAY.

AUSTRALIA, to many, is still an undiscovered con-
tinent. Formerly the position of the island left it
far off the regular highways of commerce. So meagre
was the knowledge of its possibilities, so uninviting
its apparent prospects, so scanty the openings of a
business character, that inducements to visit the
country were few indeed, until the discovery of gold
brought the famous immigration of early years.
This led to a new and enlarged interest in the country,
and great was the influx of people, chiefly men,
which followed.

When one fully realises the extent of natural
resources, the opportunity of creating a distinct
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CHAPTER IV

THE PEOPLE  OF AUSTRALIA

" From  gross delights  and  selfish aims,
From souls that love whate'er is mean,

From  every thought that  mars or shames,
Keep Thou our waking  manhood  clean."

KENNETH MACKAY.

IN most countries the population is a matter of
natural increase. As peoples are a reflection of the
locality in which they are born, a race is as much
the product of a country as trees are of the
soil. Students agree that the geographical position,
climate, landscape, and, in fact, the soil itself, because
of what it produces , are all  woven into the very fabric
of peoples, producing that, indefinable whole summed
up in the word temperament. It therefore, holds
that, in general make-up, they must be in harmony
with other features of nature about them. Types of
people are but so many expressions of physical
geography.

The Greeks wrought what they did, not because
they were Greeks, but because of the particular situa-
tion and conditions of Greece. The Spartan women
were a phase of development, not because they were
born in a country called Sparta, that might have
been anywhere, but because Sparta is where it
is. The word " call " expresses it better, perhaps,
than any other. The "call" of a locality gets
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CHAPTER VI

LIFE IN THE BACKBLOCKS

But a people  rot  in  the lap of ease,
And  trade , be it all in all,

Breeds the canker-worm of  a fell  disease-
The germ of a Nation 's fall."

KENNETH MACKAY.

THE " Never-Never " is the Soul of Australia. This
is where  failure kills ,  or success  is writ large ; where

weak women are made strong, and courage finds

birth in  a single  day of struggle ; where Hope chases

the shadows of Despair that lower and often settle

upon the heavy grind of daily toil. So hard is the

struggle that only a woman's heart may cry it out.

Her soul  would shrivel if her faith fail . The blow-

ing sands  of the " Never-Never " have made women
brave to endure. The sweeping fires which threaten

property and life have armed them with almost
superhuman strength. The howling winds, which

roar  about the house, hammering and beating at

door and window  until  no spoken word within can
be heard, bring no terror to her heart which is stayed

on Him "  Who calmed the waves on Galilee." Soul

meets soul  in the battle--a battle in which women
would go to the wall did not the hand of Nature

restore a  balance at her very feet in those kindly

voices which compel  a forgetfulness  of woe-swept
senses . Morning always comes after a night of storm.
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CHAPTER VIII

MEN IN  AUSTRALIA AS HUSBANDS AND FATHERS

This  life  is but a  chapter  in  a story,
A minor phase in an omniscient  plan,

A fleeting  prelude  to  the changeless glory,
That awaits the coming perfect  man."

KENNETH MACKAY.

Mucii space in these pages is given to the status of
women and girls of Australia, because of their classi-
fication in political life and the many opportunities
and obligations which fall to their lot. The position
of men in all countries is practically the same, while
that of women changes with the spirit of the times,
until it is now taken as the criterion of national
progress. It has been said :  "A  country will never
rise above the status of its women."

To state the condition of women in Australia
and relate their activities in no way discounts men,
or gives the impression that the sterner sex is either
the submerged or subdued half. It merely reflects
the spirit of a new order of things. Men have always,
throughout human history, held a recognised place.
It has never been challenged, disputed, or claimed
by women. So great an innovation as citizenship for
women has in no way readjusted their sphere, nor
is such likely to be the case. In relation to matters
dealt with in these pages, men have gone the usual
way of men the world over. This being so, there is
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CHAPTER IX

MOTHERS, CHILDREN, AND THE BIRTH-RATE

"All things  are bright to you, baby  mine l
For the world is very fair ,  and no echo of despair
Comes to fill your heart with care,  baby  mine.

`'All lips have smiles for you, baby mine;
For earth's sadness or its gloom ,  there  is  neither place nor room,
When a life has yet to  bloom,  baby mine."

KENNETH MACKAY.

WE may sum up the shortcomings of the women
of Australia in regard to their citizenship, point
out their weaknesses as a whole, run up against
their points and  angles  with evidences of the colli-
sion , but it must be said that they are royal mothers.
Many of them, as such, reach the ideal standard ;
remembering , of course, that there are exceptions
to this statement, and very many of them.

It is impossible to "toe these women to the
line " with the mothers of other countries, for the
reason that the setting here is unique. It has no
parallel elsewhere.

Mothers  of all classes  are overworked. This is

one situation which cannot be overcome by the

possession  of money. It all revolves around the

cruel lack of domestic help. The entire supervision

of the house, often the housework itself, including
the washing, devolves upon the mother. Then

there is the care of the children : the making and
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CHAPTER X

THE RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE PEOPLE

" Grant  us,  0  God, the Right Divine,
That  steadfast  steers  its course by Thee,

So that our  lives  as  lamps may shine,
To guide  Australia's  destiny."

KENNETH MACKAY.

RELIGIOUS alarmists are numerous, and are an un-
fettered menace to the country. They fairly wallow
in lamentation over any sign of unquenched fires or
unbounded future woe. The " eternal punishment "
dogma so  fascinates them that to limit future misery
would  rob them of their chief joy of heaven. They
are dying off gradually, although slowly, and for
some  time will still put forth like a hardy annual
which neither cold nor heat blights or kills.

To a normal ,  sane  mind the religious unrest of
Australia is the most hopeful sign of progress. With
every phase of life bounding onward, it would mean
spiritual  decay and a victory of the material were
the people to sit like so many graven images under
the false preaching which, at most, was merely
spiritual  pap for sucklings when the race was young
and wrapped in superstition.

Australia cannot afford to lag behind in this
general  move toward a knowledge of God. The whole
world, both Christian and non-Christian, is in the
throes of  a great religious unrest. There has been101




