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LANDSBOROUGH'S EXPEDITION. 17

taking with you as many of your party and whom you think
proper, and the remainder will be taken round by this vessel.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed) W. H. NORMAN,

Commander, and Commander-in-Chief of N. Exploring Expedition
to Gulf of Carpentaria.

W. Landsboro}igh Esq., leader of Brisbane party, &c.

(COPY.)

H.M.C.S.  Victoria,  off Albert River,  Gulf of Carpentaria,
February 6, 1862.

Sit,-In reply to your letter of the 20th December, 1861, in
which you tell me you do not deem it necessary for me to go on the
second expedition I proposed, viz, to the south-east, as Mr. Walker
will no doubt do all that is possible, and not give up following
the missing party, I beg to disagree with you. I think, now
that the tracks have been found, that it is an additional reason
for my going on the expedition, and that I will have a much better
chance of being successful in the main object of the expedition than
I had on my  last one.

Mr. Walker will not be able probably to follow the tracks of Mr.
Burke and his companions, as too long a time has elapsed since these
tracks were made.

In conclusion, I thank you for the sanction you have given me to
proceed on this expedition, especially as I never would have had any-
thing to do with it had I imagined that I would have been checked
in going the way I now propose ; for all along I thought it would
be the way where Burke's tracks were most likely to be found, and
more particularly after I learned from Messrs. Cornish and
Buchanan that they had seen what they believed to be the tracks
of Burke's party, about 200 miles to the westward of Mount
Narien.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed) W. LAxnsBoRouGH,
Commander of the Victorian and Queensland Land Expedition.

Captain Norman, H.M. C.S.  Victoria,  • Commander-in-Chief of
Northern Expedition Parties.

(COPY.)

(No. 5.)
Depot,  Albert  River,  Jan. 22.

Sit,-I have the honour to inform you that our party arr ted
here all safe and in good health on the morning of the 19th inst.,
when we were informed  of the  successful overland jou rney,  through-,
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& particular examination of the grass about the camp, I had a
better opinion  of it, and thought it advisable to remain here
until I had  made  a search for the running  water . At this camp we
had a,potful of cabbage tree sprouts, and we eat  a large  quantity
of it with lime juice which made it resemble rhubarb in taste. It
agreed well with us, except with Mr. Campbell, who was slightly
sick from  eating it.

Monday, Dec. 2.-Camp 13-Before starting to look for the
running stream, Mr. Allison and I clinched and fastened with
other nails the shoes on the horses that Jemmy and  I were going
to ride. We left camp at 7.52 a.m. At 8.30 made  one mile and
a half E. At 8.53 made one mile further  east. At 9.6 half a
mile E.N.E. to junction of a creek on the right side of the river,
which I have named the Wilson Creek. In the fork made by
it and the river, marked a tree with broad arrow between E. L.
At 9.27 we crossed the creek, and followed down the river.
At 10.4 we made one mile and a quarter N.E. (chiefly at some
distance from the river, on the top of the high basaltic bank,
which, from the want of soil, has nothing on it except triodia
and stunted bloodwood trees), to a point half' a mile south of
Campbell's Tower, and W.S.W. from a point about  two miles
down the river. We started  again at  10.13, and reached
the rapids in the river, which are about three miles
above No. 12 camp; in doing so, we kept chiefly at some
distance from the river, on the barren basaltic rocky ridges,
and only crossed two dry watercourses. With  some  difficulty
we crossed at the top of the rapids. A few yards lower,
the stream is three feet deep  and several  yards wide. Having
now gone round the running water, as the country is very dry on
both  sides  of the river, it follows that this  fine stream  proceeds
from  springs  in the immediate neighbourhood. We left the
rapids to return  to camp at  3.22 p.m., at a  smart walk. At
4.10 we  made two miles  and a half to  a tree in a narrow pass,
which we marked with a broad arrow between E. L. At 4.20
started again,  and at 4.40 made one  mile to  Campbell's Tower;
then at 5.9 two miles  and a half  to a pillar  40 feet high. At
6.14 two miles and three quarters  to camp.

Tuesday, Dec. 3.-Camp 13.-At 8.15  a.m. we left this camp ;
crossed the river with the intention of following it on that side
when practicable. At 8.26 made  a quarter  of a mile N.W. At
8.35 made  half a mile W.N.W. At 8.50 made half a mile
S.W. and by W. At 9.4.  made half a  mile W.N.W. At 9.16
made half a  mile W.S.W. to  junction of another creek from the S.,
named  by me  Haughton  Creek. At 9.45 made one  mile W.S.W.
to junction of another creek from  the S., named by me Dodwell
Creek. At 10.12 made one  mile W. by N. At 10.20 made a
quarter of  a mile W. to junction  of another  creek  from S. At
10.27  made a quarter of a mile N. by W. At  10.52 made three.
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Warrego-gives  some  additional  information as to the  discoveries of
Landsborough's party

"  Kennedy's  19th Camp,  River Warrego,  May 22, 1862.
"I have nothing to  communicate  but the arrival here yesterday

of Mr. Landsborough and party from the Gulf of Carpentaria, whence
he left on the 10th of February  last in  search of the traces of Burke's

List of Stores  sent by the Queensland Governmeut  for Landsborough's
Expedition.

August 15, 1861. £  B.  d.
12 bags (14s.) flour, 200 lbs. each, at £18 10s. per ton (£22 4s.) 22 18 0

1 chest and half chest congou, at £7 15s., in bond ... 11 12 6
9 bags Mauritius sugar,  gr. tons 14 0 16

Tare ... 0 1 26

Nett ... 18 2 18 at 50s., in bond 84 8 0

1 package tobacco, nett 250 lbs., at 2s. 6d., in bond ... ... 31 5 0
3 bags rice, 1 cwt. each, at £24 .. ... ... ... ... 3 12 0
1 cask oatmeal (224 lbs.) ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 14 0
2 bads. rum, 112 gals, at 5s., in bond, shipped on board of the

Victoria...  ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 28 0 0
7 drums (17s. ed.) colza oil. 35 gals., at Ss. (£l4) .. ... 14 17 6

43 bales lucerne hay, nett 6 tons 10 cwt. 2 qrs.  IS  lbs., at £10 ... 65 6 7
45 bales oaten bay, nett 8 tons 11 cwt. 2 qrs. 1lb., at £12 ... 102 18 1

Freight paid Captain of the  Gem  for same ... ... ... 14 0 0
15 bags (17s.6d.) bran, gross 19 1 15

Tare ... 0 1 17

Nett ... 18 3 26at Is. 10d.per bushel of  20lbs.  9 14 11

60 tons coals, in bulk, at £1 5s. per ton ... ... ... ... 75 0 0
106 bags do., containing 10 12-20 tons, at £1 5s. per ton... ... 13 5 0
106 bags,  at Is. 2d. ... ... ... ... ... ... ...  6 8 8

£436 7 9

After the wreck of the  Firefly  at Hardy's Island, all her stores, and those
intended for the exploring parties, were taken possession of by Captain
Norman, and were only supplied by him on requisition.

The following are the names of the members of Mr. Landsborough's party.

W. Landsborough, commander.
H. N. Campbell.
George Bourne.
W. Allison.
W. Gleason.
Charlie
Jemmy Aboriginals.
Fisherman
Jackey

Of these ,  H. N. Campbell  as assistant -commander ,  W. Allison ,  Jemmy,
and Fisherman accompanied Mr. Landsborough on his first ,  or south west
expedition. On his second, or journey across the continent, his party con-
sisted of - George Bourne ,  as Second in  command  ;  Gleason ,  as cook ; Fish-
erman, Jemmy ,  and Jackey .  Messrs. Campbell ,  Allison ,  and Charlie returned
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a true description of the country I had seen in my expedition to the
south-west from the Albert River depot ; that I will send you when
I reach Melbourne, or sooner, a copy of my journal, which I hope
will give a satisfactory description of the country I have seen in my
last expedition ; and, further, that it is satisfactory to me in the
meantime to state that the country I saw near the Gulf of Carpen-
taria I consider to be exceedingly well adapted for sheep runs, and
that I am of opinion that the most valuable country is the Plains of
Promise, and second to them the plains on the Gregory River.

" Of the country I have seen on the last expedition, which had
not been previousiy explored, I consider the most valuable, on
which I am sure sheep will thrive, are the plains on the west bank
of the Leichardt River, and those plains on the Flinders River. Of
the Leichardt River country, I can but speak of a small portion,
as I only followed it up for about eight (8) miles from where the tide
came to a fine basaltic ford, where the water was fresh. Of the
Flinders River country, the best I saw on the lower part of the
river is situated between 18 deg. 26 min. latitude and 19 deg. 20 min.
latitude ; and of the upper part of the river, the best is the last 100
miles I saw.

" I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

" W. LANDSBOROUGH,

" Commander of the Victorian and Queensland Expedition.
" The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Queensland."

ROYAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA.

An ordinary meeting of this society was held on the 18th August,
and was numerously attended. His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly
(president) occupied the chair.

PRESENTATION TO JOHN KING.

The first business was the presentation to John King, the explorer,
of the gold watch awarded him by the Royal Geographical Society.

The Secretary (at the request of His Excellency the President)
read the following extract from a private letter from Sir Roderick
Murchison, the president of the Royal Geographical Society, dated
May 20, 1862 :-

" I told you in my last that I thought it probable we should grant
one of our gold medals to the family of Burke ; and I am happy to
announce to you that at the last meeting of council the award was
made as I anticipated, on my own proposition, strengthened as it
was by your favourable opinion.

" We also give to the good and intrepid King a gold watch, with
an inscription.

" The Duke of Newcastle has promised to attend and receive
these donations on the 26th.
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quence of the flooded state of the country  he was unable to go in
that direction. He therefore proceeded to Carpentaria,  exploring
the country chiefly in the middle part of his journey on a track
betwixt Burke's and Landsborough's, and afterwards tracing down the
Leichardt river. At Carpentaria, where he expected to get supplies
of flour, tea, and sugar, the depot being abandoned, his hopes were
disappointed, and he was obliged to proceed to Port Denison, a
distance of about 700 miles without either of these articles. On his
arrival at Melbourne with some members of his party, the reception
given to Landaborough and them by the public  was so cordial, that
we consider the following report (taken from the  Argun)  of the
meeting held to do them honour will be read with  interest.

DEMONSTRATION IN HONOUR OF MESSRS. LANDSBOROUGH AND

M'KINLAY.

A public meeting of the citizens of Melbourne  was held last night,
at the Exhibition Building, in honour of the leaders of the  Queens-
land and South Australian Contingent Exploration Expeditions and
their parties, and to testify the admiration of the inhabitants of this
colony at the successful and heroic  manner in  which those  explorers
had accomplished their mission. The doors were advertised to be
open at seven o'clock, but it was not until about twenty minutes
past that hour that they were unlocked. In the meantime a vast
crowd, which had commenced to assemble  as early as  halfpast six
o'clock, had gathered in front of the building, and manifested con-
siderable impatience to be admitted. ' Within a very  few minutes
after the doors were thrown open, the spacious edifice was densely
crowded in every part. There were probably nearly 3,000 persons
present. On the motion of Dr. Macadam, the Hon. Matthew Hervey,
M.L.C., was called upon to preside. He was surrounded on the
platform by several members of the Exploration Committee and
other gentlemen. Mr. Landsborough and Mr. M'Kinlay, and some
members of their respective exploring parties, were present ; as was
also Mr. King, the companion of the unfortunate Burke and Wills;
and also Mr. C. Verdon, who was recently the successful bearer of
despatches from the Exploration Committee to Mr. Howitt.

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the proceedings, congratulated the
assembly upon having met together to pay a mark of respect to their
distinguished fellow-countrymen, Messrs. Landsborough and
M'Kinlay. (Applause.) They were doubtless aware of the  circum-
stances under which those gentlemen had become  conspicuous
amongst the Australian community. Immediately upon the discovery
of any danger attending the Victorian explorers, Messrs. Burke and
Wills-upon discovering that there was a possibility of their being.
unable to surmount the difficulties which surrounded  them in the
desert, it was thought  desirable  to start contingent  expeditions from
the neighbouring  colonies, as wgll as  fr om  Victoria , in search of them.



A SYSTEMATIC ARRANGEMENT

OF THE

PLANTS
NOTICED AROUND

THE GULF OF CARPENTARIA,
FROM THE ROPER TO THE GILBERT RIVER,

INCLUDING THOSE COLLECTED DURING MR. LANDSBOROUGH's EXPEDITION,

AND EXAMINED BY

FERDINAND MUELLER,

PH.D., M.D., F.R.S.

DESIRED by Mr. W. Landsborough to furnish for the journal of

his important,expedition across the Continent of Australia a list

of those ,plants known to exist at the Gulf of Carpentaria, I

respond most readily to the call, and fulfil thereby the duty

which devolves on me of rendering some account of the botanical

collections formed during the first part of Mr. Landsborough's

expedition, and subsequently placed for examination at my dis-

pogal.

It is also obvious, that an exact knowledge of the flora sur-

rounding the Gulf of Carpentaria, and of which as yet nowhere

any enumerative index exists, will, irrespective of the interest

which it possesses in regard to phyto-geographical researches,

be calculated to afford some additional indications of the climatic
and other physical conditions of that part of the globe, and

which to elucidate becomes all-fmportant at this moment, when,
A



4 A SYSTEMATIC ARRANGEMENT OF PLANTS

Dilkniacee.
Hibbertia lepidota, R. Br.; H. tomentosa, R. Br.

Menispermece.

Tinospora  smilacina , Benth.
Stephania hernandifolia, Walp.

Nymphccacece.

Nymphaea stellata, W.; N. gigantea, Hook.
Nelumbium speciosum, W.

Cruciferce.

Cardamine eustylis, F. M.

Capparidece.

Busbeckea Mitchelli, F. M.
Cleome flava, Banks; C. tetrandra, Banks.

Violarince.

lonidium enneaspermum, Vent. ; I. filiforme, D. C.

Droseracece.

Drosera Burmanni, Vahl ; D. Indica, L.; D. petiolaris, R. Br.

Frankeniaeece.
Frankenia laevis, L:

Polygula arvensis, W.
Polygalaeece.

Pittosporece.
Bursaria spinosa, Cav.
Pittosporum phillyroides, D.  C.;  P. melanospermum, F. M.

Caryophyllece.

Polycarpoea corymbosa, Lam. ; P. synandra, F. M.; P. longi-
,fiora, F. M.; P. spirostylis, F. M.; P. staminodina, F. M.;
P. breviflora, F. M.

Malvacecz.

Sida corrugata, Lindl. ; S. retusa, L.; S. Indica, L.; S. oto-
carpa, F. M.

Abelmoschus albo-ruber, F. M.
Paritium tiliaceum, Juss.
Hibiscus heterophyllus, Vent. ; H. pentaphyllus, F. M.; H.

zonatus, F, M.; H. setulosus, F. M.; H. panduriformis, Burm.
Thespesia populnea, Corr.
Gossypium Australe,' F. M.
Malvastrum ovatum, A. Gr.
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