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91A NEW Ireland in America " is a familiar phrase to Celtic
and Saxon ears, but a "New Ireland in Australia"
will
perhaps be a rather novel expression to many.
Yet the
words in the latter case convey the idea of an accomplished
fact, equally as well as in the former.
For more than thirty
years two great streams of emigration have been flowing
from Ireland, the larger shaping its course across the
Atlantic and discharging
its human freight on the shores
of the Great Republic of the West, the smaller in volume
turning to the South, and, after traversing half the circumference of the globe, striking against the sunny shores of
Australia.
As a consequence of the comparative proximity
of America to the Old World, no difficulty whatever has been
experienced in arriving at a true estimate of the position and
prospects of the Irish transplanted
to the West.
Friends
and foes alike have been enabled to closely follow their
I

GREATER BRITAIN'S METROPOLIS.

district

for more than

twenty years.

39

Its splendid

position,

midway between the river and the sea, easily accessible from
the city, and standing on an elevated and health-giving
site,
must needs ensure the permanence
and prosperity
of
Emerald

Hill.

The river

banks

which form its northern

boundary are literally hives of industry, presenting as they
do an uninterrupted
vista of foundries, factories, and stores or
all descriptions.

In them hundreds of able-bodied

Celts may

be seen constantly at work, and as many more are engaged
in loading
and discharging
the fleets of intercolonial
steamers at the contiguous
wharves.
This river trade is
rapidly developing to an enormous extent, and the steamers
now regularly

trading

between

Melbourne

and

Sydney,

Newcastle, Brisbane, Maryborough, Adelaide, Hobart, Launceston, Auckland, Christchurch and Dunedin may be counted
by the score. A considerable number of Irishmen are also
in the employ of the Harbour Trust, a body of commissioners
elected to supervise the harbour generally, carry out all
necessary improvements that will facilitate trade and commerce, and expend the large revenue they derive from the
collection of appointed fees in the best interests of the port.
Emerald Hill possesses a noble charitable institution in St.
Vincent de Paul's Orphanage, which is under the management of the Christian Brothers and the Sisters of Mercy.
Here some hundreds of Catholic boys and girls, bereft of
parental care and supervision, are fed, clothed, educated and
trained in some industrial pursuit.
It is in receipt of an
annual Government grant, which is largely supplemented
by
voluntary contributions from all quarters.
Sandridge, or Port Melbourne, occupies the flat on the
western side of Emerald Hill, and owes its name to the
immense quantities of sand, the accumulations of ages, that
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of Miss Katharine
Dwyer " :

Tynan

on " The

Grave

183

of Michael

I wish you slept where your kin are sleepingThe dove-gray valley is sweet ;
And the holy mountains their strange watch keeping
Would love you lying still at their feet,
The dewy grass for your winding sheet.
You would sleep sweet with your sad lips smiling,
Dreaming, and hearing still
The bonny blackbird with songs beguiling,
The rain's light feet on the hill,
The children's laughter merry and shrill.
I have a fern that hath waved above you,
Just at your gray grave's head,
Sent to me by one who cloth love you,
Bitter the tears she shed
Praying long by your lonely bed.
And now I weave of my idle fancies,
All for the love of you,
A wreath of passion flowers and of pansies
To lay on the grave I never knew,
And tears are thick on its leaves for dew.

There
qualities

is a remarkable
of the Irishmen

official testimony
to the good
who were exiled to Australia in

the early days, that deserves to be dug out of the musty
blue-book in which it has long been buried, and to be placed
on permanent
record.
In 1819 Mr. John Thomas Bigge
visited Australia in the capacity of special commissioner
from King George III. to investigate

the practical

operation

of the transportation
system.
He spent three years in
making fall and exhaustive inquiries into every phase of
the question ; and in his final report, dated May 6th, 1822,
occurs this significant and noteworthy passage :
"The convicts embarked in Ireland generally arrive in
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GEELONG,once the only rival of Melbourne in the race for
metropolitan pride of place, may be described as a city of
arrested development.
Beautifully
situated on the shores
of Corio Bay, the western arm of Port Phillip, it was the
natural port for the extensive pastoral and agricultural
district that stretched away for hundreds of miles in the
direction of the setting sun. Its progress as a commercial
centre was exceedingly rapid, and for a time it really seemed
as if Geelong was destined to wrest from Melbourne the
honour of being the capital city of Victoria.
This anticipation was materially strengthened
by the opening up of
the Ballarat gold-fields fifty miles to the north.
It was in
Geelong that the first glad tidings of gold were announced,
and it was from Geelong that the largest contingent of the
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